REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 N. FOURTH ST., MONDAY, MAY 21, 2007

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, and Russell Jackson

Absent:  Council Members Gregory Clark, Paul Frechette, and Chad Lucas

Other officers present:  City Manager William Gascoigne, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, and Attorney Michael Juarez

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

Manager Gascoigne stated that Capital Consultants is engineering the proposed work on Sidney Street and in order to proceed they need to have soil borings done to determine the condition of the base.  He further stated that Capital Consultants sent our bid requests for this work and received one bid from SME.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY JACKTON, TO AWARD THE BID FOR SOIL BORINGS ON SIDNEY STREET TO SME AT A NOT TO EXCEED COST OF $2,100.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Clark, Frechette, Lucas


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY JACKSON, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD MAY 7, 2007.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Clark, Frechette, Lucas


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY JACKSON, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE APRIL TREASURER’S REPORT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Clark, Frechette, Lucas


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the letter from the Growth Assessment Planners pertaining to the West Branch Community I-75 Business Loop Plan.  Manager Gascoigne stated that this would be on the June 4 Council agenda for action.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Elaine Bristol, Miss Victorian, was present and presented the Council with a picture of last years Miss Victorian Court.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

LaDonna Schultz, Ogemaw County Prosecutor, presented Agnes Wymer, Police Administrative Assistant, with the Crime Fighting Mom award from Senator Carl Levin.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Mike Bachelder came before the Council to offer his time to help restore the banks of the west branch of the Rifle River in Iron’s Park.  He stated that he can get together a volunteer crew to restore the banks but needs the City’s help in obtaining the proper permits from the DEQ to conduct this work.  Mr. Bachelder also mentioned that the cost should be minimal but he would look to the City for help on this as well.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY ERVANS, DIRECTING THE CITY MANAGER TO OBTAIN PERMITS FROM THE DEQ FOR THE RESTORATION AND REPAIR OF THE BANKS OF THE WEST BRANCH OF THE RIFLE RIVER IN IRON’S PARK.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Clark, Frechette, Lucas


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Ervans noted that grass is getting long on some lots around town.  Manager Gascoigne stated he would have the DPW make a list and we will send out notices.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY JACKSON, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO APPROVE THE APRIL FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Clark, Frechette, Lucas


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY JACKSON, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $38,039.43.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Clark, Frechette, Lucas


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY JACKSON, TO PURCHASE A FOOTNOTE EXPRESSION IN THE OGEMAW HISTORICAL SOCIETY’S BOOK “100 VOICES THROUGH 100 YEARS” IN THE AMOUNT OF $25.00.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Clark, Frechette, Lucas


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO TABLE ORDINANCE #07-02 – ZONING AMENDEMENT UNTIL THE JUNE 4 COUNCIL MEETING.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Clark, Frechette, Lucas


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY JACKSON, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO ADOPT ORDINANCE #07-03 ENTITLED, “AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 3 §33.14 ENTITLED SALE OF CITY PROPERTY OVER $10,000 AND ANY INTEREST IN REAL ESTATE” OF THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH CODE OF ORDINANCES.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Clark, Frechette, Lucas


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY JACKSON, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION #07-03


WHEREAS, the City Charter of the City of West Branch states that “the Council shall, by resolution, adopt the budget for the next fiscal year and shall, in such resolution, appropriate the money required for such budget and provide for a levy of the amount necessary to be raised by taxes upon real and personal property for municipal purposes.”


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the budget for the City fiscal year beginning July 1, 2007 as recommended by the City Manager and as adopted by the City Council, as described in the summary as follows:







REVENUES

EXPENDITURES

GENERAL FUND



   1,498,523

        1,498,523

be and the same is hereby adopted, and the amount therein provided as recommended; appropriations are hereby appropriated according to the departmental total, and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that in order to carry out the provisions of the above described budget, the current tax rate shall be applied to the completed assessment roll taxable valuation of sixty-two million nine hundred one thousand seven hundred thirty-six dollars ($62,901,736) as required by Michigan Constitution.

TOTAL CITY TAX LEVY FOR GENERAL FUND PURPOSES

July 1, 2007 11.39 per $1,000.00 of Taxable Value for General Operating, and tax levy of 2.9 per $1,000.00 for Refuse Collection

CITY TAX LEVY FOR STREET IMPROVEMENT DEBT

July 1, 2007 1.67 per $1,000.00 of Taxable Value

CITY TAX LEVY FOR SENIOR CITIZEN CENTER

July 1, 2007 .39 per $1,000.00 of Taxable Value

CITY TAX LEVY FOR THE DDA DISTRICT ONLY

July 1, 2007 1.542 per $1,000.00 of Taxable Value levied on the property in the DDA District

and, 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, to adopt the following budgets:

INDEPENDENT REVENUE FUNDS

Cemetery Perpetual Care Fund





$  11,500

Major Street







$169,486

Local Street







$  62,325

Economic Advancement Fund





$  12,000

Police Safety Fund






$    1,700

K-9 Fund







$       700

Cemetery







$  36,940

Civic Fund







$  76,467

DDA Operating Fund






$102.189

Industrial Park Fund






$    9,140

West Branch Housing Department 




$397,345

Housing Resource Fund






$148,550

Senior Center Operating






$  20,050

Progress Building Fund






$    2,500

’98 Improvement Debt






$  76,467

Street Debt Fund






$  96,760

Senior Center Debt Fund





$  38,775

High Rise Debt Fund






$125,290

Sewer Replacement Fund





$   30,000

Plant Replacement Fund






$   25,000

Sewer Fund







$499,925

Water Fund







$150,100

Water Replacement Fund





$200,000

Sewer Collection







$  60,720

Motor Vehicle Fund






$163,000

Fort Austin Fund






$    3,740

Animals for the Arts






$    1,534

DDA Perpetual Care Fund





$  90.000

and,


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Manager is allowed to exceed any line item or department summation within any specific department or fund including both revenues and expenditures providing that the total end of the year expenditures for any fund does not exceed the

original appropriation.  A council resolution is required to appropriate additional amounts to any expenditure fund total, however, no resolution is required to exceed any revenue fund total, and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the amounts listed in the budget document for each line item department and fund under “Amended” are formal budget adjustments to the 2006-07 FY budget of the City of West Branch.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Clark, Frechette, Lucas


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY JACKSON, TO GO INTO CLOSED SESSION AT 7:35 P.M. UNDER MCLA 15.268 SECTION 8(c) – FOR STRATEGY AND NEGOTIATION SESSIONS CONNECTED WITH THE NEGOTIATION OF A COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENT WHEN EITHER NEGOTIATING PARTY REQUESTS A CLOSED HEARING AND MCLA 15.268 SECTION 8(d) – TO CONSIDER THE PURCHASE OR LEASE OF REAL PROPERTY UP TO THE TIME AN OPTION TO PURCHASE OR LEASE THAT REAL PROPERTY IS OBTAINED.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Clark, Frechette, Lucas


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY ERVANS, SECOND BY JACKSON, TO RECONVENE IN OPEN SESSION AT 8:30 P.M.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Clark, Frechette, Lucas


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY JACKSON, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO ADJOURN AT 8:31 P.M.

________________________________________

Todd Thompson, Mayor

________________________________________

Jane Tennant, Clerk

Approved:  June 5, 2007

