REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, MAY 7, 2007

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members Gregory Clark, William Ehinger, Paul Frechette, Russell Jackson, and Chad Lucas

Absent:  Council Member Kim Ervans

Other officers present:  City Manager William Gascoigne, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, and Attorney Christine Juarez

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY JACKSON, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD APRIL 16, 2007.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Ervans


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY JACKSON, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE OGEMAW FIRE BOARD MEETINGS HELD OCTOBER 17, 2006 AND JANUARY 30, 2007, PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING HELD APRIL 10, 2007, ZBA MEETING HELD APRIL 19, 2007, APRIL POLICE REPORT, AND THE JANUARY-MARCH STING REPORT.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Ervans


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO APPROVE THE REQUEST FROM THE WEST BRANCH REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER TO HOLD THEIR ANNUAL FUN RUN/WALK ON JULY 7, 2007 USING CITY STREETS.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Ervans


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the peddlers and solicitors request from Pat Haag to set up a hot dog cart on July 4, 2007.  Manager Gascoigne stated that he had talked to Ms. Haag about the location of the cart.  Ms. Haag was present and stated that she would look at a location other than the downtown area.  Council Member Clark asked if Ms. Haag had her license from the Health Department.  Ms. Haag stated that she does have a license from the Health Department.  Mayor Thompson voiced his displeasure in people coming into town, not paying property taxes, and competing with the businesses that do pay taxes in this City.

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO APPROVE THE PEDDLERS AND SOLICITORS APPLICATION FROM PAT HAAG TO SET UP A HOT DOG CART ON JULY 4, 2007 BETWEEN VALLEY STREET AND BURGESS STREET IF PRIOR PERMISSION IS GRANTED BY THE PROPERTY OWNER.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Jackson, Lucas

No – Frechette, Thompson

Absent – Ervans


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY EHINGER, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO APPROVE THE MEMORIAL DAY PARADE ROUTE REQUEST FROM THE AMERICAN LEGION OGEMAW POST NO. 103.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Ervans


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Mayor Thompson opened the public hearing on the rezoning of 278 N. Burgess St. from RA-1 (Residential) to O-S (Office Service) at 7:08 p.m.

Carolyn Abbs Rice, 202 N. Burgess St., stated that she does not agree with spot zoning.  She is of firm belief that if one is approved there will be more.  Manager Gascoigne explained the nonconforming use that currently exists at this address.

Jeff Schubert, 278 N. Burgess St., questioned whether this would be spot zoning since this property has had a dentist office on it for 35 years.  Ed Crawford, attorney for Jeff Schubert, stated that this was suppose to be taken care of in the 90’s but it was not.  Mr. Crawford noted businesses that exist in the surrounding residential neighborhood including N. First St., Thomas St., S. Burgess St., and others.  Mr. Crawford presented the Council with nine letters of support from people within 300 feet of the proposed rezoning.

Art Tennant, 261 N. Burgess St., stated he feels it is spot zoning and if it is rezoned it will no longer have to conform to the look of the neighborhood.  He stated he is concerned about other adjoining properties getting rezoned.  Discussion was held on permitted uses in the district.  Mr. Tennant also noted that Council had turned down a request from Jeff Marvin on S. Burgess St. to change the property from residential to office service.  He also noted that all the lots abutting N. Burgess St. from Houghton Ave. to State St. are zoned residential and used as residential.

Council Member Lucas noted that he rents office space within 300 feet of this proposed zoning change.  He questioned whether the Council could restrict the use if it is rezoned.  Manager Gascoigne stated that he has heard of conditional zoning and would be willing to check into this if Council desired.  

No one else wished to be heard on this subject.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO CLOSE THE PUBLIC HEARING AT 7:30 P.M.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Ervans



Motion carried

MOTION BY EHINGER, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO HAVE THE CITY MANAGER AND CITY ATTORNEY REVIEW THE NEW LEGISLATION TO SEE IF IT WOULD APPLY TO THIS CASE AND TO ADDRESS THE REZONING ISSUE AT THE NEXT REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Ervans


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Mayor Thompson opened the public hearing on the 2007/2008 budget at 7:40 p.m.  Manager Gascoigne highlighted certain parts of the General Fund budget.  He noted that although the taxable value came in higher than expected there were a number of expenditures that did likewise.  He noted that there is a 4% pay increase included in the budget, the tipping fees at the landfills are going from $.21 per ton to $7.50 per ton, and health insurance increased by 12.3%.  Discussion was held on wages and benefits.  Manager Gascoigne noted that police negotiations would start this week.  No one else wished to be heard on this subject.

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY JACKSON, TO CLOSE THE PUBLIC HEARING AT 7:55 P.M.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Ervans


Motion carried

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY CLARK, TO TABLE THE BUDGET UNTIL THE REGULAR MEETING SCHEDULED FOR MAY 21, 2007.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Ervans


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Jackson voiced concern about the trailers in the yard at 279 N. Burgess St. and the junk piled behind 212 E. Houghton Ave.  He commended the property owner at 136 Hall St. for cleaning up the area along the park.

Council Member Lucas stated that he has received a number of calls from residents asking about outside burning.  Discussion was held on what is permitted and how other communities handle burning permits.

Council Member Frechette and Manager Gascoigne reminded everyone of the Fireworks Fundraiser Pancake Breakfast on Sunday, May 13, 2007 from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Gascoigne invited Council to the GAP Master Plan open house on Tuesday, May 15, 2007 at Forward’s from 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY CLARK, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $107,952.43.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Ervans


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY JACKSTON, TO INTRODUCE THE FOLLOWING ORDINANCE:

ORDINANCE 07-03

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 3 §33.14 ENTITLED SALE OF CITY PROPERTY OVER $10,000 AND ANY INTEREST IN REAL ESTATE OF THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH CODE OF ORDINANCES 

THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH ORDAINS:

SECTION 1:  §33.14 ENTITLED SALE OF CITY PROPERTY OVER $10,000 AND ANY INTEREST IN REAL ESTATE IS HEREBY AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

City personal property valued at over $10,000 and any interest in real estate, except real estate offered for sale by the City or corporations subordinate to the City engaged in the promotion of legitimate public interests, including but not limited to construction or rehabilitation of affordable housing that the State or Federal government shall either fund, have an outstanding and unpaid mortgage on or have any interest in the affordable housing shall be sold using the following guidelines:

(A) Notice of sale shall be printed in a suitable publication determined by the Purchasing Agent.  Such notice shall include a description of the property offered for sale, a time and place for the inspection of the property, a deadline for the submission of bids and the time and place of a public bid opening.

(B) Bids shall be opened in public at the time and place specified in the notice inviting bids.  Bids shall be opened in the presence of the Purchasing Agent and/or the City Clerk.  The City Clerk shall record the opening of the bids.  The record shall include the time, date and place of the bid opening, the name and address of each bidder, the price bid by each bidder and the names and addresses of those individuals present at the bid opening.  Bids shall be made available for public inspection immediately following the bid opening.  All bidders shall be offered tabulation upon request.

(C) A bid tabulation shall be prepared by the City Clerk for submission to the Purchasing Agent, City Manager and City Council.  The City Manager may make a recommendation to the City Council at the regular meeting following the bid opening.  The City Council may accept or reject any or all bids in the public interest.

SECTION 2:  EFFECTIVE DATE

This ordinance shall take effect fifteen (15) days after its adoption.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Ervans


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO ADJOURN AT 8:10 P.M.

__________________________________


_________________________________

Todd Thompson, Mayor




Jane Tennant, Clerk

Approved:  May 21, 2007
