REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, MARCH 7, 2005

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members Gregory Clark, William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Paul Frechette, Russell Jackson, Chad Lucas

Absent:  None

Other officers present:  City Manager William Gascoigne, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, and Attorney Michael Juarez

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

Manager Gascoigne stated that the GAP expenditure was tabled at the last meeting and needed to be removed from the table.

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO REMOVE THE GAP EXPENDITURE REQUEST FROM THE TABLE.

Yes- Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD FEBRUARY 21, 2005.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY JACKSON, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE POLICE REPORT FOR FEBRUARY.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the peddlers and solicitors request from Nick Verseput, Boss Advertising, to sell premium community coupon books to benefit Michigan Sports Unlimited from March 14, 2005 through May 1, 2005.  Manager Gascoigne stated he received a copy of the coupon book and there are a few West Branch businesses represented; however, the majority of the businesses are in Houghton Lake and Traverse City.  He reported that the book normally sells for $30 but the price during this campaign will be reduced to $25.  Mayor Thompson stated he is concerned about the amount of time they want to solicit and they do not indicate what hours they will be going door to door.  Council Member Lucas asked how much of the sale goes to the Michigan Wheel Chair Association.  Manager Gascoigne stated that 82% of the sales go to the organization and 18% goes to Boss Advertising.

MOTION BY EHINGER, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO DENY THE PEDDLERS AND SOLICITORS APPLICATION FROM NICK VERSEPUT TO SELL PREMIUM COMMUNITY COUPON BOOKS.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the peddlers and solicitors application from Dan L. Boursaw, Sr. to sell insurance door to door for one year.  Council Member Ervans asked if similar requests had been turned down in the past.  Council Member Ehinger indicated that they were turned down.

MOTION BY JACKSON, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO DENY THE PEDDLERS AND SOLICITORS APPLICATION FROM DAN L. BOURSAW, SR. TO SELL INSURANCE DOOR TO DOOR.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY ERVANS, SECOND BY CLARK, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION #05-04


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, THAT THE REQUEST FROM GOJCAJ FOODS, INC. TO TRANSFER OWNERSHIP OF 2004 12 MONTHS RESORT CLASS C LICENSED BUSINESS (MCL 436.1531(3); NON-TRANSFERABLE) WITH DANCE – ENTERTAINMENT PERMIT, LOCATED AT 633 COURT, WEST BRANCH, MI 48661, OGEMAW COUNTY, FROM GRREAT FOODS, INC. BE CONSIDERED FOR APPROVAL.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO APPROVE THE BANNER APPLICATION FROM THE OGEMAW COUNTY FAIR BOARD TO DISPLAY THEIR BANNER FROM AUGUST 8, 2005 TO AUGUST 20, 2005.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the request from Karen Myers on behalf of Operation:  Hometown Support to place yellow ribbons along Houghton Avenue as well as at City Hall and other City properties from now until they are no longer needed.  Manager Gascoigne noted that the sign ordinance prohibits these but it does allow for special council action to allow them for a special event.  Council Member Ehinger stated he feels these ribbons are a symbol showing our support of the troops and not a political stance on the war in Iraq.

MOTION BY EHINGER, SECOND BY CLARK, TO ALLOW THE PLACEMENT OF YELLOW RIBBONS ALONG HOUGHTON AVENUE, AT CITY HALL, AND AT OTHER CITY PROPERTIES.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Mary Fox was present to request permission to hold a parade for the Ogemaw County Relay for Life 2005 on August 5, 2005 beginning at 5:30 p.m.

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO APPROVE THE OGEMAW COUNTY RELAY FOR LIFE 2005 PARADE ON AUGUST 5, 2005 BEGINNING AT 5:30 P.M. WITH THE STIPULATION THAT MS. FOX WORK WITH POLICE CHIEF WILLIAMS ON THE ROUTE AND OTHER DETAILS.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY CLARK, TO CHANGE THE TIME OF THE MARCH 21 COUNCIL MEETING TO BEGIN AT 8:00 P.M.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Mayor Thompson commended the DPW on the good clean up job after the last snowstorm.  Council Member Lucas stated he heard a lot of good comments from people in the downtown concerning the clean up after this storm.  He also thanked the DPW and the Manager.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Lucas asked to be excused from the March 21 Council meeting because he will be out of town on business.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY CLARK, TO EXCUSE COUNCIL MEMBER LUCAS FROM THE MARCH 21 MEETING.

Yes – Clark, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – Ehinger

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Gascoigne reported on the water meeting he attended today.  He stated the DEQ has amended their penalty stage for those municipalities who are actively working on correcting their arsenic problem.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $58,509.88.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY CLARK, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION #05-03


WHEREAS, the West Branch City council wishes to apply to the Secretary of State for a grant to purchase three optical scan voting systems and related Election Management System (EMS) software to comply with the Help America Vote Act (HAVA), and


WHEREAS, the West Branch City Council has chosen to submit a grant application for three new optical scan voting systems in 2005.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Clerk is hereby authorized to submit a grant application on behalf of the City of West Branch, Ogemaw County, and


FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council hereby acknowledges that the optical scan voting system will allow the City of West Branch to comply with the EMS and the HAVA.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the bid from Earth Tech Utility Services in the amount of $21,767 to remove and install the primary settling tanks, chain, sprockets and accessories.  They also reviewed the bid from Earth Tech Utility Services in the amount of $2,516 for the installation of rated wear strips on 2 primary settling tanks.  Manager Gascoigne stated he did some research on these prices since Earth Tech was the only bid and found them to be competitive with other companies.  He noted that the other companies did not bid because they did not have the time available to take on our project.

MOTION BY JACKSON, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO AWARD THE BID ON THE REMOVAL AND INSTALLATION OF PRIMARY SETTLING TANKS, CHAIN, SPROCKETS, AND ACCESSORIES TO EARTH TECH IN THE AMOUNT OF $21,767.00 AND TO AWARD THE BID TO INSTALL RATED WEAR STRIPS TO EARTH TECH IN THE AMOUNT OF $2,516.00.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO ADJOURN AT 7:30 P.M.

__________________________________________

Todd Thompson, Mayor

__________________________________________

Jane Tennant, Clerk

Approved:  March 21, 2005

