REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2008

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Paul Frechette, Anthony Novak, and Rusty Showalter

Absent:  Council Member Chad Lucas

Other officers present:  City Manager Tom Youatt, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, Housing Director Stacy Alley, City Attorney Michael Juarez, and County Commissioner Beverly Scott

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO EXCUSE COUNCIL MEMBER LUCAS FROM THIS MEETING.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Lucas


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD NOVEMBER 3, 2008.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Lucas


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE MERCHANTS MEETING HELD OCTOBER 14, 2008; WEST BRANCH PLANNING COMMISSION MEETINGS HELD OCTOBER 14 AND OCTOBER 20, 2008; GAP INFRASTRUCTURE MEETING HELD NOVEMBER 11, 2008; OCTOBER POLICE REPORT; AND THE OCTOBER TREASURER’S REPORT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Lucas


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Gay McInerney, Executive Director of the Ogemaw County Genealogical & Historical Society, was present to request Council’s support for the preservation of local history.  She explained the Phase I initiative and noted that Act 212 of 1957 allows units of government to support the preservation of local history.  Mayor Thompson stated he felt that all governmental agencies in the County should put money towards this preservation project.

MOTION BY ERVANS, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO SUPPORT THE PRESERVATION OF LOCAL HISTORY IN THE AMOUNT OF $2,300.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Lucas


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Russ Williams, independent contractor, was present to discuss the problems and the additional costs he encountered when working on the Wastewater Treatment Plants alarm system.  Mr. Williams stated he was not aware that a software update had not been made and the cost for this upgrade was $1,150.  He noted that he did not charge for any of his time on this upgrade.  He also noted that once this was accomplished there was still an intermittent problem, which he determined was a pinched wire.  He stated that the cost to repair this problem was $915.  Mayor Thompson voiced his concern that this did not go out for bid.  He stated he understands that this is specialized but no one else even had the chance to even consider the possibility of doing this work.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO APPROVE THE ADDITIONAL CHARGES FOR RUSSELL WILLIAMS TO UPGRADE THE WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT ALARM SYSTEM IN THE AMOUNT OF $2,065.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Lucas


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Mayor Thompson stated that he is working on contacts for appointments to Board and Commissions.  He encouraged Council members to submit names for the vacant positions.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECEHTTE, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO APPROVE THE OCTOBER FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Lucas


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $79,007.72.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Lucas


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION #08-15

CITY OF WEST BRANCH

COUNTY OF OGEMAW, STATE OF MICHIGAN


WHEREAS, this Council on behalf of the City, together with the Township Boards of the Townships of Ogemaw and West Branch, each located in the County of Ogemaw, Michigan, have deemed it reasonable and necessary to establish an authority pursuant to Act 233, Public Acts of Michigan, 1955, as amended; and


WHEREAS, Articles of Incorporation establishing the West Branch Area Wastewater Treatment Plant Authority (the “Authority”) have been prepared and have been carefully reviewed by this Council; and


WHEREAS, it is necessary to appoint representatives of this City to the Board of Trustees of the Authority and to provide for other matters relative to the Authority;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT:


1.  The Articles of Incorporation establishing the West Branch Area Wastewater Treatment Plant Authority attached hereto be and the same are hereby approved and adopted.


2.  The Mayor and City Clerk be and the same are hereby directed to endorse the fact of such adoption upon the Articles of Incorporation in the form and manner provided therein.


3.  The following persons in addition to the Mayor and City Manager are hereby appointed to the Board of Trustees of the Authority as the City’s representatives for the office stated beside their respective names:

Anthony Novak – As Member

Chad Lucas – As Alternate


4.  That all resolutions and parts of resolutions insofar as they conflict with the provisions of this resolution be and the same hereby are rescinded.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Lucas


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO APPROVE THE SENIOR CENTER LEASE AGREEMENT WITH THE WEST BRANCH AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE FOR ONE YEAR.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Lucas


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Youatt reviewed the sewer rate study that was recently conducted.  He noted that we are looking at raising the sewer rates for operations and maintenance from $4.65/thousand to $5.07/thousand.  He stated that the Ordinance would need to be amended to reflect this change.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the bids on West Branch Housing Department Job #083-ADR as follows:

Ron White Construction – West Branch


$  85,416.00

DeShano – Gladwin





$  85,520.23

Dukes Engineering & Construction – Mio


$  98,500.00

Northern Window & Door – Rose City


$104,550.00

Briese Builders – West Branch



$105,600.00

Housing Director Alley explained that she tried to contact Ron White Construction because she had some questions on their bid, however, they did not return her call.  Housing Director Alley stated she recommends that Council award the bid to DeShano.

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO AWARD THE WEST BRANCH HOUSING DEPARTMENT JOB #083-ADR TO DESHANO AT A NOT TO EXCEED AMOUNT OF $85,520.23.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Lucas


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

John Young, 430 S. Third St., was present to request that the stop sign at the intersection of S. Third St. and W. Ripley St. be removed.  He felt that the sign was no longer necessary.  Council discussed the purpose of the sign and took Mr. Young’s statements into consideration.  Mayor Thompson asked that Council members take a look at this area for further discussion at our next regular meeting on December 1.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

County Commissioner Scott reported on the sale of bonds for the jail, Veteran of the Year, and the Health Department.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Housing Director Alley informed Council that the closing on Maplewood Manor is scheduled for December 11.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO ADJOURN AT 8:20 P.M.

