REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IIN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 2006

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members Gregory Clark, William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Paul Frechette, Russell Jackson, and Chad Lucas

Absent:  None

Other officers present:  City Manager William Gascoigne, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, Attorney Christine Juarez, Housing Director Stacy Alley, and County Commissioner Beverly Scott

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

Council reviewed the bids on two NPP Rental Rehabilitation projects as follows:

Project #064-NPP2


1.  DeMatio Builders, West Branch



$31,290.00


2.  Clayton Construction, West Branch


$32,550.00


3.  Sunset Enterprises, West Branch



$33,300.00

Project #065-NPP2

1.  DeMatio Builders, West Branch



$32,050.00

2.  Sunset Enterprises, West Branch



$33,750.00

3.  Clayton Construction, West Branch


$34,675.00

Mayor Thompson asked why the low bidder was not being recommended on these projects.  Housing Director Alley stated that there are two other bids on the agenda where the same contractor is the low bidder and she did not feel the contractor could handle all four jobs in the time frame needed to complete the projects.  She also noted that the owner of these two projects has been contacted and the owner is willing to pay the difference between the low bidder and the recommended bidder.

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO AWARD PROJECT #064-NPP2 TO SUNSET ENTERPRISES IN THE AMOUNT OF $33,300.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None 

Motion carried

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY JACKSON, TO AWARD PROJECT#065-NPP2 TO SUNSET ENTERPRISES IN THE AMOUNT OF $33,750.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY CLARK, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD NOVEMBER 6, 2006. 

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY JACKSON, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE OCTOBER TREASURER’S REPORT.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Mayor Thompson opened the public hearing on the rezoning of 113 S. Sixth St. at 7:05 p.m.  Terry McTaggert, Forward’s Corporation, was present to answer any questions.  He gave a brief overview of the proposed use of this property.  Council Member Jackson stated that the Planning Commission has recommended this rezoning.  No one else wished to be heard on this subject.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO CLOSE THE PUBLIC HEARING AT 7:07 P.M.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO ADOPT ORDINANCE #06-03 ENTITLED, “AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND §152.021 OF THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH CODE OF ORDINANCES ENTITLED ‘CHAPTER 152:  ZONING CODE’.”

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Gladys Solokis, MML Vice President and Mayor of Gaylord, was present to make a formal presentation on the Outstanding Achievement Award for Victorian Trails and the Community Partnerships Award for the GAP Committee Achievements.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO SCHEDULE THE JANUARY COUNCIL MEETINGS AS FOLLOWS:  1) JANUARY 8, 2007 AT 12 NOON, AND 2) JANUARY 22, 2007 AT 7 P.M.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Lucas stated that someone visiting our area went into the Social Security office on Columbus Dr. to conduct some business and the person was told that the West Branch office could not help because this person lived outside of our area.  Council asked Manager Gascoigne to check into this to see how the Social Security offices are set up.

Council Member Lucas reminded everyone that donations are now being accepted for Christmas for Kids.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Clark stated that he distributed the Michigan Emergency Management Assistance Compact book to each Council Member.  He noted that he will conduct a presentation on this at the next Council meeting and encouraged Council Members to review this book ahead of time.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Gascoigne reported on a promotional video being rolled out by the EDC for the community.  It goes along with our slogan “Grow Ogemaw County”.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

County Commissioner Scott reported on certification of election results, Board of Health interviews for new director, notice of intent to issue bonds on a Second Change Academy, USDA grant application to purchase 3 vehicles for the Sheriff’s Department, Sgt. Tom Grace’s retirement, financial feasibility report on a jail to be presented November 21, the Crime Victims room at the County building being shared with River House Shelter staff, and a central court filing system in the law library at the County building.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY CLARK, TO APPROVE THE OCTOBER FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $69,788.03.

Yes- Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the grant applications prepared by the Ogemaw County Brownfield Authority for Hazardous Substances Sites and Petroleum Sites.  Manager Gascoigne noted that if Council had any questions or concerns the Brownfield Authority would like to hear from you. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the MERS Benefit Program E for current retirees.  Manager Gascoigne noted that, if approved, this would cost the City $286 per year for 30 years.  Discussion was held on this program and other options.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY JACKSON, THAT THE CITY PAY EACH CURRENT RETIREE 2% OF THEIR GROSS MERS RETIREMENT PAY IN THE YEAR 2007 AND THAT THE CITY DOES NOT ADOPT THE BENEFIT PROGRAM E FOR 2007.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – Ervans

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the bids on the NPP Rental Rehabilitation projects as follows:

#062-NPP2

1.  DeMatio Builders, West Branch


$21,250.00

2.  Sunset Enterprises, West Branch


$26,250.00

3.  Clayton Construction, West Branch

$26,325.00

#067-NPP2

1.  DeMatio Builders, West Branch


$32,785.00

2.  Sunset Enterprises, West Branch


$33,500.00

3.  T & T Construction, West Branch

$33,831.00

#063-NPP2

1.  A & D Construction, Prescott


$49,150.00

2.  Ed Gildner & Sons Contractor, West Branch
$59,450.00

3.  Sievers Builders, West Branch


$63,114.00

4.  Rob Ellis Builders, Fairview


$63,400.00

Mayor Thompson asked why there was such a price difference on #063-NPP2.  Housing Director Alley stated all the numbers worked out but she was not able to determine the difference.  She noted that she has not worked with A & D Construction and will be doing a background check on them.

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY CLARK, TO AWARD PROJECT #062-NPP2 TO DEMATIO BUILDERS IN THE AMOUNT OF $21,250.00, PROJECT #067-NPP2 TO DEMATIO BUILDERS IN THE AMOUNT OF $32,785.00; AND PROJECT #063-NPP2 TO A & D CONSTRUCTION IN THE AMOUNT OF $49,150.00.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Jeff Keister, STING representative, was present to see if the Council had any questions.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO ADJOURN AT 7:43 P.M.

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_______________________________________

Todd Thompson, Mayor

______________________________________

Jane Tennant, Clerk

Approved:  December 4, 2006

