REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 2005

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members Gregory Clark, William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Paul Frechette, Russell Jackson, Chad Lucas

Absent:  None

Other officers present:  City Manager William Gascoigne, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, and Attorney Edward Crawford

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD NOVEMBER 7, 2005.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY JACKSON, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING HELD OCTOBER 11, 2005.

Yes – Clark. Ehinger Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO DENY THE PEDDLERS AND SOLICITORS APPLICATION FROM NORA BRECHTELSBAUER TO SELL HOME ACCESSORIES.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO HOLD THE JANUARY COUNCIL MEETINGS ON JANUARY 9 AND JANUARY 23.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Lucas reminded the Council of Christmas for Kids.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $37,847.72.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council discussed the Chamber dues and noted that they feel they should belong to the Chamber, however, felt that the City did a lot of in-kind work for the Chamber.  It was felt that the in-kind work should be our Chamber dues.

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO TABLE THE CHAMBER DUES UNTIL THIS ISSUE CAN BE DISCUSSED WITH THE CHAMBER DIRECTOR.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the request from the Lions to purchase an ad in the Lions Convention Program Book.  Mary Cline was present on behalf of the Lions Club.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY JACKSON, TO PURCHASE A FULL PAGE AD IN THE LIONS CONVENTION PROGRAM BOOK IN THE AMOUNT OF $60.00.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the request from Wilcox Associates for partial payment of cost overruns on N. First St. reconstruction.  Manager Gascoigne stated that the contractor, which the State hired, was not familiar with the required MDOT paperwork thus the contractor relied heavily on the engineer for guidance.  It was the feeling of the Council that the City should not have to pay for any engineer cost overruns because the State hired the contractor.

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO RESPECTFULLY DECLINE THE REQUEST FROM WILCOX ASSOCIATES TO COMPENSATE THEM FOR THEIR COST OVERRUN ON N. FIRST ST. AND TO THANK THEM FOR ALL THEIR HARD WORK ON THE PROJECT.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Gascoigne explained the arsenic situation in the City’s water system.  He stated that DEQ is required complete remediation by 2008 and are requiring that the City sign a contract stating that the remediation will be accomplished by this date.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY ERVANS, AUTHORIZING MANAGER GASCOIGNE TO SIGN THE DEQ CONTRACT PERTAINING TO ARSENIC REMEDIATION.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO ADJOURN AT 7:40 P.M.

_________________________________________

Todd Thompson, Mayor

_________________________________________

Jane Tennant, Clerk

Approved:  December 5, 2005

