REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2008

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Paul Frechette, Anthony Novak, and Rusty Showalter

Absent:  Council Member Chad Lucas

Other officers present:  City Manager Tom Youatt, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, City Attorney Chris Juarez

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

Council reviewed the bids on Rental Rehab Project #092-RR2 as follows:

1.  DeMatio Builders



$33,000

2.  Fransee Builders



$35,700

3.  Sunset Enterprises



$36,000

MOTION BY ERVANS, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO AWARD THE BID ON RENTAL REHAB PROJECT #092-RR2 TO DEMATIO BUILDERS AT A NOT TO EXCEED COST OF $33,000.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO EXCUSE COUNCIL MEMBER LUCAS FROM THIS MEETING.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD OCTOBER 20, 2008.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE OGEMAW FIRE DEPARTMENT BOARD MEETINGS HELD APRIL 15, 2008 AND JULY 15, 2008; WEST BRANCH AREA RETAIL MERCHANTS ASSOCIATION MEETING HELD SEPTEMBER 9, 2008; WEST BRANCH DDA MEETING HELD SEPTEMBER 23, 2008; AND WEST BRANCH REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING HELD SEPTEMBER 29, 2008.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Michael Schweder, owner of West Branch Cleaners at 404 W. Houghton Ave., came before Council to request an additional refund on his water/sewer bill for quarter ending September 30, 2008.  He stated that when the City flushed hydrants and disrupted the water he gave out approximately $300 in refunds, re-washes, and ruined clothing.   Council Member Showalter asked if Mr. Schweder’s insurance would handle.  Mr. Schweder stated that he checked with them and they will not cover this loss.  Manager Youatt stated that we had an issue with commercial customers and staff needs to look at the situation and make recommendation to Council.  Mr. Schweder noted that he would be willing to accept the $300 refund over three billing periods.  Council Member Frechette asked Mr. Schweder for some written documentation on the $300 loss to his business.  Council directed staff to follow up on this request.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Youatt introduced Tim Kirby the new Wastewater Treatment Plant Operator.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Jim Tiffany, Wilcox Engineering, was present to discuss an outstanding bill with Layne Northern, the contractor that drilled the test wells for the water project.  Mr. Tiffany stated that Layne Northern did an additional $4,630 in work, which he has verified.  He recommended that the Council approve the additional amount.

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO APPROVE THE PAYMENT TO LAYNE NORTHERN IN THE AMOUNT OF $4,630 FOR ADDITIONAL GROUTING WORK.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Jim Tiffany, Wilcox Engineering, reviewed the engineering work thus far in the water project.  He stated that due to the length of time on this project costs have gone up and they are looking at a $15, 635 overrun.  He further stated that if the contract were not changed they would not be able to complete the scope of the project.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO ACKNOWLEDGE THE ENGINEERING CHANGE ORDER IN THE AMOUNT OF $15,635 FOR THE WATER WELL PROJECT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Jim Tiffany, Wilcox Engineering, reviewed the reasons for looking at an additional site before we move on this project.  He stated that the current sites would require additional work and additional costs.  He further stated that the DEQ may or may not approve the sites based on the additional information.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Mayor Thompson presented former Council Member Ward II, Gregory Clark, with a proclamation approved at a previous meeting.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $74,882.60.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Mayor Thompson asked Council to help him come up with names of people who would be willing to serve on Boards and Commissions.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE OGEMAW FIRE DEPARTMENT AUDIT FOR FISCAL YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2007.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the MERS Benefit E program.  Manager Youatt stated Council did not implement the last couple of years and it was not budgeted for this fiscal year.  He further stated that the cost is approximately $22,000 and feels the Council should look at budgeting this in our next fiscal year as well as see what other options are available.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, NOT TO PARTICIPATE IN THE MERS BENEFIT E PROGRAM THIS YEAR.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Youatt explained the RBC cup replacement at the Wastewater Treatment Plant.  He stated that there is one company that provides the replacement cups.

MOTION BY EHINGER, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO APPROVE THE PURCHASE OF THE RBC REPLACEMENT CUPS FOR THE WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT IN THE AMOUNT OF $7,050.00.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO GO INTO CLOSED SESSION AT 8:05 P.M. UNDER MCLA 15.268 SECTION 8(d) – TO CONSIDER THE PURCHASE OR LEASE OF REAL PROPERTY UP TO THE TIME AN OPTION TO PURCHASE OR LEASE THAT REAL PROPERTY IS OBTAINED.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO RETURN TO OPEN SESSION AT 8:50 P.M.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY EHINGER, AUTHORIZING MANAGER YOUATT TO NEGOTIATE THE PURCHASE OF PROPERTY.

Yes – Ehinger, Frechette, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – Ervans

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO ADJOURN AT 8:52 P.M.

______________________________________

Todd Thompson, Mayor

______________________________________

Jane Tennant, Clerk

Approved:  November 17, 2008
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