REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 2005

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members Gregory Clark, Kim Ervans, Paul Frechette, Russell Jackson, Chad Lucas

Absent:  Council Member William Ehinger

Other officers present:  City Manager William Gascoigne, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, Attorney Edward Crawford, and County Commissioner Beverly Scott

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

Darlene Jones, owner of 218 W. Houghton Ave., was present.  She made Council aware of the problem her business and other businesses are having with children and skate boards.  She stated that her customers are afraid to get out of their vehicles when the children are in the S. Third St. parking lot on their skateboards.  She also stated that the skateboards have caused property damage to her building and to vehicles parked in the parking lot.  

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY CLARK, DIRECTING MANAGER GASCOIGNE TO DRAFT AN ORDINANCE THAT WOULD PROHIBIT SKATEBOARDING ON THE SIDEWALKS ALONG HOUGHTON AVENUE AND IN ALL MUNICIPAL PARKING LOTS.

Yes – Clark, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Ehinger


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY JACKSON, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD OCTOBER 17, 2005.

Yes – Clark, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Ehinger


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY JACKSON, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE OGEMAW FIRE BOARD MEETING HELD JULY 26, 2005, EDC MEETING HELD SEPTEMBER 19, 2005, THE OCTOBER POLICE REPORT AND THE OCTOBER TREASURER’S REPORT.

Yes – Clark, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Ehinger


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY CLARK, TO APPROVE THE PEDDLERS AND SOLICITORS APPLICATION FROM THE BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA TO SELL POPCORN ON NOVEMBER 12, 2005.

Yes – Clark, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Ehinger


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Lucas reminded everyone about Christmas for Kids.  He stated that this is different than Toys for Tots.  He further stated that all donations for Christmas for Kids stay in Ogemaw County.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Gascoigne reported that Housing Director Alley is taking care of the closing for the Victorian Trails project.  He stated that the groundbreaking is scheduled for Friday.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

County Commissioner Scott reported on the County park, Emerald Ash Bore, ORV Ordinance, GIS, Brownfield Committee, completion of Skidway Lake home, 2006 budget, and proposed change in operating year from calendar to fiscal.  Discussion was held on the Commission On Aging.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY JACKSON, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO APPROVE THE OCTOBER FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

Yes – Clark, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Ehinger


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $73,910.15.

Yes – Clark, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Ehinger


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO PURCHASE A 6 BLOCK AD IN THE OGEMAW HEIGHTS HIGH SCHOOL YEARBOOK IN THE AMOUNT OF $125.

Yes – Clark, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Ehinger


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY JACKSON, TO ADOPT ORDINANCE #05-05 ENTITLED, “AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND §152.021 OF THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH CODE OF ORDINANCES (SECTION 301 OF ORDINANCE NO. 102) ENTITLED ‘CHAPTER 152:  ZONING CODE.’”

Yes – Clark, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Ehinger


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO ADOPT ORDINANCE #05-06 ENTITLED, “AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND TITLE XV OF THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH, MICHIGAN CODE OF ORDINANCES TO CHANGE §152.055 – ACCESSORY BUILDING.”

Yes – Clark, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Ehinger


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Discussion was held on a “welcome” sign for West Branch and the property at the corner of Fairview St. and Houghton Ave.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY CLARK, TO ADJOURN AT 7:45 P.M.

