REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2007

Mayor Pro-Tem Russell Jackson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Pro-Tem Russell Jackson, Council Members Gregory Clark, William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Chad Lucas

Absent:  Mayor Todd Thompson and Council Member Paul Frechette

Other officers present:  Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Deputy Clerk/Treasurer Debra Heisler, Police Chief Rodger Williams, and Attorney Christine Juarez

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

Council reviewed the bids on West Branch Housing Department Job #070-NPP2 as follows:

DeMatio Builders




$32,725.00

Sunset Enterprises 



$36,965.00

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO AWARD JOB #070-NPP2 TO DEMATIO BUILDERS IN THE AMOUNT OF $32,725.00.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Lucas

No – None


Absent – Frechette, Thompson

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD SEPTEMBER 24, 2007.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Lucas

No – None


Absent – Frechette, Thompson

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY EHINGER, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO APPOINT JANE TENNANT AS ACTING CITY MANAGER.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Lucas

No – None


Absent – Frechette, Thompson

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY EHINGER, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO POSTPONE THE APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Lucas

No – None


Absent – Frechette, Thompson

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Ervans asked if there was an ordinance addressing the storage of old travel trailers in a yard.  Chief Williams stated he would look into this subject.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Clark noted that animals were getting into the house at 116 S. Seventh St.  Acting Manager Tennant stated she would check to see how the Ordinance addresses this situation.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Mayor Pro-Tem Jackson noted that several businesses still have banners displayed outside of their buildings.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY JACKSON, SECOND BY CLARK, TO REMOVE WILLIAM C. GASCOIGNE’S NAME FROM THE CITY BANK ACCOUNTS AND AUTHORIZE COUNCIL MEMBER PAUL FRECHETTE AS A SIGNATURE ON ALL CITY BANK ACCOUNTS.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Lucas

No – None


Absent – Frechette, Thompson


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY JACKSON, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION #07-07


WHEREAS, Section 13(7) of Act 51, Public Acts of 1951 provided that each incorporated city which funds are returned under the provisions of this section, that “the responsibility for street improvements, maintenance, and traffic operations work, and the development, construction, or repair of off-street parking facilities and construction or repair of street lighting shall be coordinated by a single administrator to be designated by the governing body who shall be responsible for and shall represent the municipality in transactions with the State Transportation Department pursuant to this act.”


THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Honorable Body designate Jane Tennant, City Clerk/Treasurer, as the single Street Administrator for the City of West Branch in all transactions with the State Transportation Department as provided in Section 13 of the Act.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Lucas

No – None


Absent – Frechette, Thompson


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY CLARK, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $188,432.07.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Lucas

No – None


Absent – Frechette, Thompson


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Larry Fox, C2AE representative, was present to review the professional services agreement for the design phase on the wastewater treatment plant.  Council Member Ervans asked what would happen if one of the Townships backed out of this process.  Mr. Fox recommended that the City have an agreement with the Townships committing to this project.   Mr. Fox asked that the Council authorize his company to spend up to $20,000 to start the design work.  He stated this request is made because our time frame is very short in order to get things done before the next round of funding.

MOTION BY EHINGER, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO HAVE THE ATTORNEY REVIEW THE PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT FOR THE DESIGN PHASE ON THE WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT, HAVE THE ATTORNEY DRAW UP AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE TOWNSHIPS AND CITY COMMITTING TO THE DESIGN WORK, AND AUTHORIZING C2AE TO SPEND UP TO $20,000 TO START THE DESIGN PHASE WORK.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Lucas

No – None


Absent – Frechette, Thompson


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO ADJOURN AT 7:30 P.M.

