REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2005

Mayor Pro-Tem Russell Jackson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Pro-Tem Russell Jackson, Council Members Gregory Clark, William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Paul Frechette, and Chad Lucas

Absent:  Mayor Todd Thompson

Other officers present:  City Manager William Gascoigne, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, Police Officer Ken Walters and City Attorney Edward Crawford

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

Manager Gascoigne asked that the bids for mechanical work at the Wastewater Treatment Plant be added to the agenda.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD OCTOBER 3, 2005 AND THE SPECIAL MEETING HELD OCTOBER 10, 2005.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas

No – None



Absent – Thompson


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY CLARK, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING HELD SEPTEMBER 27, 2005, THE SEPTEMBER POLICE REPORT AND THE SEPTEMBER TREASURER’S REPORT.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas

No – None



Absent – Thompson


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Mayor Pro-Tem Jackson opened the public hearing on the PA 425 Agreement between West Branch Township and the City of West Branch at 7:03 p.m.  Manager Gascoigne noted that the property in this PA 425 agreement is located at the northeast corner of Houghton Ave. and Fairview St.  He stated that this agreement would give 3 mills to the Township for 50 years with a 40-year extension option.  No one present wished to be heard on this subject.

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY CLARK, TO CLOSE THE PUBLIC HEARING AT 7:05 P.M.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas

No – None



Absent – Thompson


Motion carried

MOTION BY JACKSON, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO APPROVE THE PA 425 AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH AND WEST BRANCH TOWNSHIP FOR THE PROPERTY LOCATED AT THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF HOUGHTON AVE. AND FAIRVIEW ST. AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CLERK TO SIGN SAID AGREEMENT.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas

No – None



Absent – Thompson


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO INTRODUCE THE FOLLOWING ORDINANCE:

ORDINANCE #05-05

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND §152.021 OF THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH CODE OF ORDINANCES (SECTION 301 OF ORDINANCE NO. 102) ENTITLED “CHAPTER 152:  ZONING CODE.”

THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH ORDAINS:

SECTION 1:  District Boundaries Revised

That the boundaries of the map as established by §152.021 of the Zoning Code (Section 301 of Ordinance No. 102) be expanded and revised to show the following amendment:

Those properties described below and annexed into the City under PA 425 of 2005 through a bilateral agreement between West Branch Township and the City of West Branch approved at their respective meetings of October 17, 2005 shall be designated as B-2 General Business for purposes of the Zoning regulation.

A parcel of land situated in the Township of West Branch, County of Ogemaw, State of Michigan, being part of the Southwest one-quarter of the Southwest one-quarter of Section 20 and part of the Northwest one-quarter of the Northwest one-quarter of Section 29, Town 22 North, Range 2 East, described as:  Beginning at the Southwest corner of said Section 20; thence North 02(23’53” East, along the West line of said Section 20, 116.86 feet (recorded as North 02(12’06” East 117.50 feet) to the line recognized by Ginnie G. Guilford and Fannie A. Clark commonly known as the Guilford-Clark fence line; thence South 88(08’38” East, along the Guilford-Clark fence line, 131.70 feet (recorded as South 88(08’15” East 131.96 feet); thence South 87(58’19” East, continuing along the Guilford-Clark fence line, 115.58 feet (recorded as South 88(08’15” East 115.46 feet); thence South 88(39’14” East, continuing along the Guilford-Clark fence line, 239.22 feet; thence South 01(30’31” West 266.14 feet (recorded as South 00(41’58” East 266.10 feet) to the northerly right-of-way line of Highway M-55; thence South 88(03’28” West, along said right-of-way line, 241.31 feet (recorded as South 85(50’16” West 241.62 feet); thence South 01(26’25” West 18.42 feet to the northerly right-of-way line of Highway M-55; thence South 87(57’56” West, along said right-of-way line, 115.53 feet (recorded as South 87(50’44” West 115.70 feet); thence South 88(06’05” West, along said right-of-way line, 132.45 feet (recorded as South 87(50’44” West 132.24 feet) to the West line of said Section 29; thence North 01(31’51” East, along the West line of said Section 29, 198.42 feet (recorded as North 01(18’06” East 198.42 feet) to the Point of Beginning.  Said parcel contains 3.25 acres of land more or less and is subject to the right-of-way of Fairview Road over the westerly 33 feet thereof.

Property is located at the northeast corner of E. Houghton Ave. and Fairview St.

SECTION 2:  Effective Date

This ordinance shall become effective 15 days after its adoption.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas

No – None



Absent – Thompson


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Mayor Pro-Tem Jackson reported that the fence is up at the airport and the hangers are painted.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Lucas stated the Christmas for Kids is getting started for this year.  He explained the process for getting on the list to receive this service and the process for the distribution of the toys.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Gascoigne extended an invitation to the Council for an Economic Summit sponsored by the Ogemaw County EDC on October 26, 2005 from 8 a.m. until noon at Forward’s Conference Center.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Mayor Pro-Tem Jackson asked West Branch Township representatives Steve Steinhauser and Sue Delehanty about the status of the old refinery.  West Branch Township Trustee Sue Delehanty stated that they are still working on getting a closed site but are having some difficulty due to contamination running into Eddy Creek.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY CLARK, TO APPROVE THE SEPTEMBER FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas

No – None



Absent – Thompson


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY CLARK, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $210,777.50.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas

No – None



Absent – Thompson


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Gascoigne stated that the ZBA and the Planning Commission have made recommendation that the height on garages be changed from 14’ to 18 ½’.  He stated that there have been quite a few requests for the taller garage and research was done to see what other communities allow.

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY JACKSON, TO INTRODUCE THE FOLLOWING ORDINANCE:

ORDINANCE #05-06

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND TITLE XV OF THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH, MICHIGAN CODE OF ORDINANCES TO CHANGE §152.055 – ACCESSORY BUILDING

THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH ORDAINS

SECTION 1:  The City of West Branch, Michigan Code of Ordinance is hereby amended to change the height of buildings accessory to residential buildings and detached accessory buildings in RA-1, RA-2, RM-1, T-C, O-S and P-1 Districts as follows:

§152.055 (C) Buildings accessory to residential buildings not exceeding one story or 18 ½’ in height may occupy not more than 25% of a required rear yard, plus 40% of any nonrequired rear yard, provided that in no instance shall the accessory building exceed the ground floor area of the main building.

§152.055 (E) (1) No detached accessory building in RA-1, RA-2, RM-1, T-C, O-S and P-1 Districts shall exceed one story or 18 ½’ in height.

SECTION 2:  Severability

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or portion of this Ordinance is for any reason held invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, said portion shall be deemed a separate, distinct and independent provision and such holding shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance.

SECTION 3:  Repealer

All former ordinances or parts of ordinances conflicting or inconsistent with the provisions of this ordinance are hereby repealed.

SECTION 4:  Effective Date


This Ordinance shall become effective 15 days after its adoption.
Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas

No – None



Absent – Thompson


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the bid for the replacement of a roof mounted make-up air unit and air conditioner for the Wastewater Treatment Plant.  Manager Gascoigne noted that a number of bids were sent out and only one was received before the deadline.  The bid was reviewed as follows:

Goyette Mechanical, 3842 Gorey Avenue, Flint, MI







Cooling Only Rooftop Unit

$10,950.00





Roof Mounted Make-up Air Unit

$23,500.00





If both bids awarded 


$33,450.00

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO AWARD THE COOLING ROOFTOP UNIT AND THE ROOF MOUNTED MAKE-UP AIR UNIT TO GOYETTE MECHANICAL IN THE AMOUNT OF $33,450.00.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas

No – None



Absent – Thompson


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY CLARK, TO ADJOURN AT 7:23 P.M.

____________________________________

Todd Thompson, Mayor

_____________________________________

Jane Tennant, Clerk

Approved:  November 7, 2005

