REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2006

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members Gregory Clark, William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Paul Frechette, Russell Jackson, Chad Lucas

Absent:  None

Other officers present:  City Manager William Gascoigne, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, and Attorney Michael Juarez

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD SEPTEMBER 18, 2006.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the letter from STING thanking the City for their past support and giving an update on activity in Ogemaw County.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the request from CASA to sponsor a wreath for CASA’s auction and dinner.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO SPONSOR A WREATH FOR THE CASA AUCTION AND DINNER AT A COST NOT TO EXCEED $50.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Dick Bachelder, Probate Judge candidate, addressed the Council.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council discussed the Ogemaw County Equalization Director position.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Frechette reported that he accepted the Partnership for Change award and the Award for Outstanding Achievement on behalf of the City of West Branch at the annual Michigan Municipal League Conference.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Mayor Thompson asked if the Planning Commission would revisit the sign ordinance because he feels our needs may be changing requiring an update on the sign ordinance.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Attorney Juarez reported that the deed for the McPhee property on S. First St. is complete and he has reviewed an agreement on arsenic reduction.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the bills and discussed the Chamber dues.  Manager Gascoigne stated that the City is required to send out quarterly notices on our arsenic problem and we use the Chambers bulk mailing permit to get a better fee for postage.

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $190,825.39. 

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY CLARK, TO ADJOURN AT 7:25 P.M.

_____________________________________

Todd Thompson, Mayor

_____________________________________

Jane Tennant, Clerk

Approved:  November 6, 2006

