REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2008

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:07 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Paul Frechette, Chad Lucas, Anthony Novak (was sworn in during the Council meeting and took his seat), and Rusty Showalter

Absent:  None

Other officers present:  City Manager Tom Youatt, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, Attorney Michael Juarez, and County Commissioner Beverly Scott

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

Cindy Winland, Crescent Consulting, was present to review the proposed Master Plan.  She stated that the Planning Commission recommended that Council approve this draft plan to start the 65-day comment period.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO APPROVE THE DRAFT MASTER PLAN AND DIRECTING MS WINLAND TO SEND OUT COPIES TO THE COUNTY AND THE SURROUNDING TOWNSHIPS.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the bids on the rental rehabilitation project #091-RR2 as follows:

1.  Sunset Enterprises – West Branch



$34,450

2.  Jack Morris Construction – West Branch


$38,890

3.  Mike DeMatio Builders – West Branch


$39,350

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO AWARD THE BID ON RENTAL REHABILITATION PROJECT #091-RR2 TO SUNSET ENTERPRISES AT A NOT TO EXCEED COST OF $34,450.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the curb replacement project.  Manager Youatt stated that MDOT would be paying for the curb replacement at 109 E. Houghton Ave. and they have approved the low bidder.  He noted that MDOT requires three bids.  He stated that there are two other locations that need curb replacement on Houghton Ave. and the low bidder was asked to submit a cost on these locations.  Discussion followed on whether all three companies were able to bid on the other two projects.  Council felt that the additional work should be bid out at a later date.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO APPROVE THE BID FROM FINISHED CONCRETE FOR THE CURB IN FRONT OF 109 E. HOUGHTON AVE. IN THE AMOUNT OF $5,950.00.

Yes – Ehinger, Frechette, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – Ervans

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD OCTOBER 6, 2008.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION MEETINGS HELD SEPTEMBER 9 AND SEPTEMBER 16, 2008, THE HOUSING CORPORATION MEETING HELD SEPTEMBER 17, 2008, AND THE SEPTEMBER TREASURER’S REPORT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Mayor Thompson read a letter of resignation from Trish McLaren.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO ACCEPT TRISH MCLAREN’S RESIGNATION FROM THE DDA EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2009 WITH REGRET.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY EHINGER, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO APPOINT ANTHONY NOVAK AS COUNCIL MEMBER WARD II.

Yes – Ehinger, Frechette, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – Ervans

Motion carried

Anthony Novak was sworn in and took his seat.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SHOWLATER, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING PROCLAMATION:

PROCLAMATION #08-03


WHEREAS, Greg Clark was very dedicated to the citizens of the City of West Branch, and


WHEREAS, Greg served diligently on the West Branch City Council from August 18, 1997 through September 23, 2008, and


WHEREAS, the City could always depend on Greg to give of his time and lend an ear for the citizens of the City of West Branch, and


WHEREAS, Greg thought of the City needs before he thought of his own needs, and


WHEREAS, the West Branch City Council hereby recognizes Greg Clark for his eleven years of service to the citizens of the City of West Branch,


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council hereby thanks Greg Clark for his untiring and dedicated service to the City of West Branch and the people he served as Council Member Ward II.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Frechette reported that the DDA is refinishing the benches in the downtown and looking at replacing the trash receptacles.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Youatt asked if the Council could conduct his performance evaluation in November.  Council asked that evaluation forms be distributed and be completed prior to November 3 at 12 noon at which time the review will be held.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $75,070.51.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO APPROVE THE PURCHASE OF A SERIAL COMMUNICATIONS SYSTEM AT THE WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT AT A COST NOT TO EXCEED $5,461.00 EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 14, 2008.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Youatt stated that the auditors were questioning whether the City would implement the Right of Reverter in the purchase agreement on Lot 3 Industrial Park West.  Council Members felt that a letter should be sent to the Church of God asking them what they intend to do with this lot.  Manager Youatt will draft a letter.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY EHINGER, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION #08-14


WHEREAS, the West Branch Community Airport is seeking a contract under MDOT’s Block Grant Program and


WHEREAS, the grant is for Airport Crack Sealing as defined in Contract No. FM 65-06-C33, and


WHEREAS, it is understood that the sponsors share of this project is $375,


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council hereby approves MDOT Contract No. FM 65-06-C33 for the airport crack sealing, and


FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, that Mayor Todd Thompson is hereby authorized to sign the MDOT Contract No. FM 65-06-C33.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO APPROVE THE SEPTEMBER FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Commissioner Scott reported on the budget, law enforcement meeting, bond counsel, health department director, and court employees wage increase.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Denise Simmons and Gayle Miller, Register of Deeds candidates, addressed the Council.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO ADJOURN AT 7:55 P.M.

________________________________________

Todd Thompson, Mayor

________________________________________

Jane Tennant, Clerk

Approved:  November 3, 2008
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