REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2008

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Paul Frechette, Chad Lucas, and Rusty Showalter

Absent:  None

Other officers present:  City Manager Tom Youatt, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, and Attorney Michael Juarez

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD SEPTEMBER 22, 2008.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE WEST BRANCH REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING HELD AUGUST 25, 2008, ADDRESS COMMITTEE MEETING HELD AUGUST 26, 2008, DDA MEETING HELD AUGUST 26, 2008, AND THE SEPTEMBER POLICE REPORT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the peddlers and solicitors application from Cynthia Zion for the Boy Scout Troop 971 to sell popcorn and magazines.  Austin Curtis made the presentation on behalf of the Boy Scouts.  Mr. Curtis stated that the Boy Scouts would be going door to door on October 18 and November 8.  He also asked that, if approved, the City place a notice on the local access channel.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO APPROVE THE PEDDLERS AND SOLICITORS APPLICATION FROM BOY SCOUT TROOP 971 TO SELL POPCORN AND MAGAZINES OCTOBER 18 AND NOVEMBER 8, 2008.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the request from GLD Management to pave Griffin Road from S. First St. to S. Fourth St.  Council Member Showalter asked to abstain from voting on this subject because he is involved with GLD Management.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO ALLOW COUNCIL MEMBER SHOWALTER TO ABSTAIN FROM VOTING ON THE GLD MANAGEMENT REQUEST.

Yes – Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – Ehinger

Motion carried

Discussion followed and Council directed the Manager to get a price to pave this portion of Griffin Rd.  Discussion was held on infrastructure needs and whether to include curb and gutter.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Frechette highlighted the memo from the West Branch Regional Medical Center making a commitment to the OB Department.

Council Member Showalter encouraged fellow Council Members to attend the events that are coming up at the Hospital.

Council Member Lucas reported on the new power lift stretchers that the EMS Authority is purchasing.

Manager Youatt gave a brief report on the MML annual conference on Mackinac Island.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $81,441.15.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the bid from Albert Houghton on the 1986 and 1987 dump trucks as follows:

1986 $501.00

1987 $526.00

Discussion followed on advertising on E-Bay.

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO REJECT THE BID FROM ALBERT HOUGHTON ON THE 1986 AND 1987 DUMP TRUCKS AND TO ADVERTISE THE TRUCKS ON E-BAY.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Showalter

No – Thompson

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO GO INTO CLOSED SESSION AT 7:27 P.M. UNDER MCLA 15.268 SECTION 8(d) – TO CONSIDER THE PURCHASE OR LEASE OF REAL PROPERTY UP TO THE TIME AN OPTION TO PURCHASE OR LEASE THAT REAL PROPERTY IS OBTAINED.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO RECONVENE IN OPEN SESSION AT 7:48 P.M.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Lucas felt the Council should meet with the candidates for the Ward II Council seat.  Manager Youatt stated he would set something up and notify Council and the candidates.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO ADJOURN AT 7:51 P.M.

_______________________________________

Todd Thompson, Mayor

_______________________________________

Jane Tennant, Clerk

Approved:  October 20, 2008
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