REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2007

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members Gregory Clark, William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Paul Frechette, and Russell Jackson

Absent:  Council Member Chad Lucas

Other officers present:  City Manager William Gascoigne, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, Housing Director Stacy Alley, and Attorney Michael Juarez

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD AUGUST 20, 2007.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Lucas


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Mayor Thompson opened the public hearing on the zoning change request from RA-1 to O-S for a vacant property on S. Burgess St.

Jeff Marvin, owner of the property to the north of 122 S. Burgess St., was present.  He stated he would like to build a 2,800 square foot building on this property for an orthodontist.  He stated that he has talked to the neighbors regarding his plans.  He noted that Mary Ann Steelman, 131 S. Burgess St., was originally against the rezoning but after review of the plans she does not have a problem.  He also noted that Pat Hardaway, 135 S. Burgess St., still has some reservations about the proposed project but realizes the need for this service in the community.

Diane Gavitt, 122 S. Burgess St., stated she had discussed her concerns with Mr. Marvin.  She noted that she was concerned about the snow melting on to her property and Mr. Marvin has assured her that he will create proper drainage on his property so that this does not occur.  She stated she feels that Mr. Marvin has addressed all her concerns.

Manager Gascoigne noted that drainage would be addressed at the site plan review as well.  Mr. Marvin stated he is willing to sit down with the neighbors and go over the plans with them before site plan review.

No one else wished to be heard on this subject.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY JACKSON, TO CLOSE THE PUBLIC HEARING AT 7:16 P.M.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Lucas


Motion carried

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO ADOPT ORDINANCE #07-05 ENTITLED “AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND §152.021 OF THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH CODE OF ORDINANCES ENTITLED ‘CHAPTER 152:  ZONING CODE’.”

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Frechette, Jackson, Thompson

No – Ervans


Absent – Lucas


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Pete Fabbri, owner of The Silver Lining at 224 W. Houghton Ave., addressed the Council on behalf of the West Branch Area Retailer & Merchants Association.  Mr. Fabbri stated that the merchants are planning a downtown street fair on October 6, 2007 from 11:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m.  He gave an event overview, reviewed the goals, objectives and the event structure.  He requested that the Council grant the merchants permission to use the city sidewalks, close parking on Houghton Ave. from 2nd Street to 4th Street, close 3rd Street south of Houghton Ave. to the alley, close 2nd Street north of Houghton Ave. and 4th Street south of Houghton Ave. to the alley, and approve the use of the city owned lot east of Logger’s Depot.

Discussion followed on the request to close a portion of N. 2nd St.  Police Chief Williams noted his concern about diverting traffic.  Council Member Ervans asked when the Sidney Street project would be completed.  Manager Gascoigne stated that it should be complete in about two weeks.  Manager Gascoigne asked how the merchants who did not attend the meetings were being notified.  Beth Peszko, owner of Edith M’s at 227 W. Houghton Ave., stated that they have sent letters and made personal contact with these merchants and business owners.  Mayor Thompson voiced his concern on how this event may interfere with Fantasy In The Park.

MOTION BY JACKSON, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO ALLOW THE USE OF CITY SIDWALKS, CLOSE PARKING ON HOUGHTON AVE. FROM 2ND STREET TO 4TH STREET, CLOSE 3RD STREET SOUTH OF HOUGHTON AVE. TO THE ALLEY, CLOSE 4TH STREET SOUTH OF HOUGHTON AVE. TO THE ALLEY, AND ALLOW THE USE OF THE CITY OWNED LOT EAST OF LOGGER’S DEPOT ON OCTOBER 6, 2007.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Lucas


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY JACKSON, TO REAPPOINT DOUGLAS PATTULLO TO THE MEDICAL ARTS CENTER TERM TO EXPIRE DECEMBER 31, 2010.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Lucas


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO REAPPOINT BETH PESZKO, THAD GRAY, AND JEFFREY GODFREY TO THE WEST BRANCH REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER BOARD OF TRUSTEES, TERMS TO EXPIRE JANUARY 1, 2011.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Lucas


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY JACKSON, SECOND BY CLARK, TO APPROVE THE JUNE FINANCIAL STATEMENT AS PRESENTED.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Lucas


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $148,998.88.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Lucas


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO APPROVE THE PURCHASE AGREEMENT FOR MAPLEWOOD MANOR AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CLERK TO SIGN SAID AGREEMENT.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Lucas


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Gascoigne reported that the City did not receive funding for the wastewater treatment plant.  He stated that the design phase of this project is before Council to decide whether we should continue at this point.  He further stated that the cost to design the facility would cost between $500,000 and $550,000.  He noted that this cost would be shared with West Branch Township and Ogemaw Township.  The City’s portion would be $125,000.  Mr. Gascoigne informed the Council that if the design is not done now and one of the funded programs drops out the City would not be in a position to receive state revolving fund money.  He noted that $100,000 would come from the plant replacement fund and $25,000 would come from the collection replacement fund.

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY JACKSON, TO ALLOCATE $125,000 FOR THE WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT DESIGN PHASE.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Lucas


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council considered the name of Dean Richardson to be placed on the fire fighters memorial.  Bev Shortt was present and gave a brief biography on Mr. Richardson.

MOTION BY ERVANS, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO APPROVE DEAN RICHARDSON’S NAME FOR PLACEMENT ON THE FIRE FIGHTERS MEMORIAL.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Lucas


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the bids on project #080-NPP2 as follows:

Horizon Development – Pinconning


$77,080

Northern Window & Door – West Branch


$98,230

DeShano Construction – Gladwin



$112,567

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY CLARK, TO AWARD THE BID ON PROJECT #080-NPP2 TO HORIZON DEVELOPMENT IN THE AMOUNT OF $77,080.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Lucas


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the bids on project #070-NPP2 as follows:

Northern Construction – West Branch


$51,217

Northern Window & Door – West Branch


$61,690

DeShano Construction – Gladwin



$62,975

Briese Builders – West Branch



$72,340

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY CLARK TO AWARD THE BID ON PROJECT #070-NPP2 TO NORTHERN CONSTRUCTION IN THE AMOUNT OF $51,217.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Lucas


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY CLARK, TO ADJOURN AT 8:15 P.M.

____________________________________

Todd Thompson, Mayor

_____________________________________

Jane Tennant, Clerk

Approved:  September 24, 2007

