REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2005

Mayor Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members Gregory Clark, William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Paul Frechette, Russell Jackson, Chad Lucas

Absent:  None

Other officers present:  City Manager William Gascoigne, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, and City Attorney Edward Crawford

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD SEPTEMBER 6, 2005.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

MOTION BY JACKSON, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE AUGUST TREASURER’S REPORT AND THE AUGUST POLICE ACTIVITY REPORT.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Sarah Converse asked for the Council to support an art grant through Kirtland Community College.  She stated the grant would include a series of sculptures that would be placed in the community, it would include the use of volunteer local artists, help from Surline Elementary students and other local groups.  She stated that the City would be the grant applicant.  She noted that it is a renewable grant.  Manager Gascoigne felt that the match of $4,000 could be accomplished through in-kind service.

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO ALLOW THE CITY TO BE THE GRANT APPLICANT FOR AN ART GRANT THROUGH KIRTLAND COMMUNITY COLLEGE, TO SUPPORT THE GRANT MATCH, AND ALLOW OFFICE STAFF TO ASSIST SARAH CONVERSE IN WRITING THIS GRANT.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Jackie Bulcak was present and invited the Council to Forwards Conference Center on October 15, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. for an Ogemaw County Humane Society fundraiser.  She stated that the guest speaker at this event would be Astronaut Donald R. McMonagle.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Mayor Thompson presented the following proclamation to Gabrielle Howard:

PROCLAMATION #05-03

WHEREAS, Miss Gabrielle Howard has been a valued member of the West Branch Community, and

WHEREAS, Miss Gabrielle Howard has previously attended Ogemaw Heights High School, has participated in cheerleading and softball, and

WHEREAS, in 2004, Miss Gabrielle Howard participated in the Miss Victorian Scholarship Program, and

WHEREAS, on September 15 – 17, 2005 Miss Gabrielle Howard will be competing for the title of MISS MICHIGAN TEEN USA at the McMorran Place Theater in Port Huron, and

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT PROCLAIMED, that September 15 – 17, 2005 is Miss Gabrielle Howard day in the City of West Branch, and

BE IT FINALLY PROCLAIMED, that the City Clerk is directed to install this record in the permanent record of the City of West Branch, never to be removed from the City vault, unless the building doesn’t last forever, in which case it can be moved to a new location and a new vault.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Gascoigne reported that the construction of parking spaces on N. Fifth St. were part of the MEDC project.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Attorney Crawford reported that he had reviewed the Dixon Engineering contract and suggested that “any additional services” be itemized in writing.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY JACKSON, SECOND BY LUCASE LUCAS, TO APPROVE THE AUGUST FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY CLARK, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $41,615.16.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION #05-18


WHEREAS, the City of West Branch is planning to update some Major Streets in the fiscal year 2005-2006, and


WHEREAS, the City Major Street Fund will team together with the DDA Downtown Street project this fiscal year,


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council amends the Major Street fund budget as follows:








Budget

Amendment

Fund 202 Major Street

Carry Over





331,304

     201,304

Expenditures:

451.000-801.700 Contractual Services


 30,000

     160,000

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTIONS BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY JACKSON, TO APPROVE CONTRACT NO. FM 65-06-C31 FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF PERIMETER FENCING IN THE TERMINAL AND HANGAR AREAS AT THE WEST BRANCH COMMUNITY AIRPORT AND AUTHORIZING MAYOR THOMPSON TO SIGN ALL DOCUMENTS PERTAINING TO THIS PROJECT.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO APPROVE THE MDOT CONTRACT FOR THE PURPOSE OF FIXING THE OBLIGATIONS AND INTENT OF MDOT AND THE COUNTY OF OGEMAW AND THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH AS THEY PERTAIN TO THE OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE OF A WEATHER BRIEFING SYSTEM AT THE WEST BRANCH COMMUNITY AIRPORT AND AUTHORIZING MAYOR THOMPSON TO SIGN ALL DOCUMENTS PERTAINING TO THIS PROJECT.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO APPROVE THE ADDITION OF THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF OSCODA AS A PARTICIPATING ENTITY IN THE STING AGREEMENT AND AUTHORIZING MAYOR THOMPSON AND POLICE CHIEF WILLIAMS TO SIGN ALL DOCUMENTS PERTAINING TO THIS ADDITION.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY CLARK, TO APPROVE THE CONTRACT WITH DIXON ENGINEERING TO PERFORM THE EXTERIOR WARRANT INSPECTION ON THE SMILEY WATER TANK WITH THE STIPULATION THAT “ANY ADDITIONAL SERVICES” MUST BE PLACED IN WRITING AND AUTHORIZING MANAGER GASCOIGNE TO SIGN SAID AGREEMENT.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO APPROVE THE LEASE AGREEMENT WITH THE OGEMAW COMMISSION ON AGING FOR THE USE OF THE SENIOR CENTER LOCATED AT 130 PAGE STREET AND AUTHORIZING MANAGER GASCOIGNE TO SIGN SAID AGREEMENT.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

John West came before the Council on behalf of the Calvary Baptist Church.  He stated that the church would like to continue putting their church service on the local access channel and asked the Council to reconsider the decision to deny the airing of these services.  Discussion was held pertaining to the changing of the locks and the attorney opinion on the subject of airing church services on the local access channel.

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO HAVE THE ATTORNEY CONDUCT ADDITIONAL RESEARCH ON RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS AIRING OVER THE LOCAL ACCESS CHANNEL, TO CHECK WITH THE CABLE COMPANY TO SEE IF THEY HAVE ANY REGULATIONS, AND IN THE MEANTIME ALLOW CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH TO AIR THEIR CHURCH SERVICE ON SATURDAY NIGHTS.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Frechette, Lucas, Thompson

No – Ervans and Jackson

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY CLARK, TO ADJOURN AT 7:40 P.M.

___________________________________________

Todd Thompson, Mayor

___________________________________________

Jane Tennant, Clerk

Approved:  October 3, 2005

