REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2008

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members Gregory Clark, William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Paul Frechette, Chad Lucas, and Rusty Showalter

Absent:  None

Other officers present:  City Manager Tom Youatt, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, City Attorney Christine Juarez, and County Commissioner Beverly Scott

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD SEPTEMBER 8, 2008.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF PLANNING COMMISSION MEETINGS HELD JULY 8, 2008, JULY 22, 2008, AND AUGUST 26, 2008; STREETSCAPE COMMITTEE MEETING HELD AUGUST 13, 2008; RETAIL MERCHANTS MEETING HELD AUGUST 19, 2008; AND ZBA MEETING HELD AUGUST 21, 2008.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Clark stated it was a pleasure serving the citizens as Council Member Ward II.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Showalter commended the Department of Public Works for coordinating the bridgework in Iron’s Park.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Youatt commented on the DDA landscape project at the corner of N. Fifth and Houghton Ave. and how nice it looks.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $192,012.20.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

County Commissioner Scott reported on the jail project, care of inmates, EDC appointments, Brownfield/Landbank Board appointment, emergency management and 9-1-1 appointment, ORV Ordinance, Veteran of the Year, and the budget.  Discussion was held on what the ORV Ordinance meant to City residents.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY CLARK, TO SET TRICK OR TREAT HOURS ON OCTOBER 31, 2008 FROM 6:00 P.M. – 8:00 P.M.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION #08-12


WHEREAS, Police Officer Ken Walters applied for a grant for a police vehicle through USDA/RD; and


WHEREAS, the City of West Branch understands that the grant will not exceed $13,000; and


WHEREAS, the City of West Branch understands that we must supply a cash contribution of $20,370; and


WHEREAS, the City of West Branch understands that certain conditions must be met in order to obtain the grant,


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Mayor Todd Thompson, effective September 11, 2008, is hereby authorized to sign all documents pertaining to the Police Vehicle grant through the United States Department of Agriculture – Rural Development.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY CLARK, TO APPROVE THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION #08-13


WHEREAS, the Loop Streetscape Planning Committee is submitting a grant application to the Michigan Department of Transportation, Grayling Transportation Service Center (MDOT) for a Transportation Enhancement (SAFETEA-LU) grant, and


WHEREAS, the grant will provide for streetscape improvements in multiple phases of a master plan project along the I-75 Business Loop from exit 212 to 215 including a multi-use pathway, ornamental lighting, historic displays and other appurtenant work, and


WHEREAS, the intent of the project is to enhance the entry image and safe pedestrian use of the residents and visitors along the corridor for the City of West Branch, West Branch Township and Ogemaw Township, the local costs will be paid by the entity in which the development and maintenance of proposed improvements are made, and


WHEREAS, the West Branch City Council recognizes the joint efforts to develop a master plan for this corridor and authorizes the Manager and Clerk to work on an intergovernmental agreement for the development and maintenance of corridor improvements with Council approving the final agreement, and


WHEREAS, the City of West Branch has through its DDA established a maintenance budget from First St. to M-30 and already meets the maintenance responsibility of this streetscape area, and


WHEREAS, once the grant is approved for the area within the City limits the City of West Branch will establish a maintenance budget to meet the responsibility of maintaining the streetscape outside of the DDA district,


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council hereby supports the Streetscape Project along the I-75 corridor from exit 212 to 215 as set forth in the Corridor Master Plan.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO ADOPT ORDINANCE NO. 08-02 ENTITLED: “An Ordinance to add Chapter 37: Maplewood Manor Tax Exemption to the City of West Branch Code of Ordinances.  This Chapter is adopted to provide for a service charge in lieu of taxes for a proposed multiple family dwelling project for persons of low income to be financed or assisted pursuant to the provisions of the State Housing Development Authority Act of 1966, as amended”.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO ADOPT ORDINANCE #08-01 ENTITLED:  “AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH CODE OF ORDINANCES §152.126 WEST BRANCH LAND USAGE – ZONING CODE – SIGNS”.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Showalter, Thompson

No – Lucas

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO REAPPOINT PATRICIA BURKHEISER TO THE HOSPITAL BOARD OF TRUSTEES TERM TO EXPIRE JANUARY 1, 2012.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Discussion was held concerning better communication with the Hospital Board.  Jeff Godfrey and Pat Burkheiser were present and listened to Council’s concerns.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY CLARK, TO REAPPOINT DR. MICHAEL BEASLEY TO THE HOSPITAL BOARD OF TRUSTEES TERM TO EXPIRE JANUARY 1, 2012.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY CLARK, TO REAPPOINT DAN STONEBACK TO THE HOSPITAL BOARD OF TRUSTEES TERM TO EXPIRE JANUARY 1, 2012.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Thompson

No – Showalter

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the bids on the postage meter as follows:

Innovative Mailing Solutions




$2,880.00

Pitney Bowes




Lease

$130/mo/60 mos.

MOTION BY THOMPSON SECOND BY CLARK, TO AUTHORIZE THE PURCHASE OF A SEMI-AUTOMTIC POSTAGE METER FROM INNOVATIVE MAILING SOLUTIONS IN THE AMOUNT OF $2,880.00.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Pat Burkheiser asked about the status of the water.  Manager Youatt explained that the City is moving forward on new wells but it will take some time.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY CLARK, TO GO INTO CLOSED SESSION AT 7:50 P.M. UNDER MCLA 15.268 8(d) – TO CONSIDER THE PURCHASE OR LEASE OF REAL PROPERTY UP TO THE TIME AN OPTION TO PURCHASE OR LEASE THAT REAL PROPERTY IS OBTAINED.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Ervans left at 8:07 p.m.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY CLARK, TO RECONVENE IN OPEN SESSION AT 8:17 P.M.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Frechette, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Ervans


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO ADJOURN AT 8:18 P.M.

______________________________________

Todd Thompson, Mayor

______________________________________

Jane Tennant, Clerk

Approved:  October 6, 2008
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