REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2007

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members Gregory Clark, William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Paul Frechette, Russell Jackson, and Chad Lucas

Absent:  None

Other officers present:  City Manager William Gascoigne, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, Attorney Michael Juarez, and County Commissioner Beverly Scott

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

Council reviewed the bids on West Branch Housing Department job #81-NPPS as follows:

Sunset Enterprise, LLC




$20,432

John M. Clayton Construction



$22,083

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY CLARK, TO AWARD JOB #81-NPPS TO SUNSET ENTERPRISE, LLC IN THE AMOUNT OF $20,432.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD SEPTEMBER 10, 2007.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY JACKSON, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING HELD JULY 24, 2007, THE AUGUST POLICE REPORT, AND THE JUNE, JULY, AND AUGUST TREASURER’S REPORT.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Jackson noted that there are tires on the right-of-way by Schmitt Tire, 624 W. Houghton Ave.  Manager Gascoigne stated he would contact them and have them remove the tires from the right-of-way.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Gascoigne reported that Sidney Street is done and the final inspection is complete.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY CLARK, TO APPROVE THE JULY AND AUGUST FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Commissioner Scott reported on the County budget, Mills Township recount, deer park, the deeding of property to Mulch Manufacturing, the tax sale, progress on the new jail, maintenance department retiree, and the Second Chance Academy.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $180,728.20.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY CLARK, TO SET TRICK OR TREAT HOURS FROM 6 P.M. – 8 P.M. ON OCTOBER 31, 2007.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY CLARK, AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CLERK TO SIGN ALL THE NECESSARY PAPERWORK RELATED TO THE SALE OF LOT 10 INDUSTRIAL PARK WEST.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO GO INTO CLOSED SESSION AT 7:22 P.M. UNDER MCLA 15.268 SECTION 8(c) – FOR STRATEGY AND NEGOTIATION SESSIONS CONEECTED WITH THE NEGOTIATION OF A COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENT WHEN EITHER NEGOTIATING PARTY REQUESTS A CLOSED HEARING.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

Deanna Surbrook, Ogemaw County Herald representative, questioned the legality of going into closed session under this act concerning the City Manager’s employment agreement.  Manager Gascoigne stated that this has been interpreted throughout the State to include employment contracts in general.

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO RECONVENE IN OPEN SESSION AT 8:35 P.M.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO AMEND THE MANAGER’S EMPLOYMENT AGREEMENT DATED JANUARY 1, 2007 AS FOLLOWS:

- WAIVE THE 45 DAY NOTICE REQUIRED IN THE EMPLOYMENT AGREEMENT

- CONTINUATION OF FULL WAGES AND BENEFITS FOR FIVE MONTHS FROM THE DATE OF RESIGNATION

- SIGN A LETTER OF RECOMMENDATION

- ALL OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE EMPLOYMENT CONTRACT DATED JANUARY 1, 2007 SHALL REMAIN IN EFFECT.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Gascoigne presented the Mayor with a letter of resignation, which would be effective immediately.

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY CLARK, TO ACCEPT WITH REGRET MANAGER GASCOIGNE’S LETTER OF RESIGNATION.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY CLARK, TO ADJOURN AT 8:45 P.M.

____________________________________________

Todd Thompson, Mayor

____________________________________________

Jane Tennant, Clerk

Approved:  October 1, 2007

