REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 2006

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 12 noon.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members Gregory Clark, William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Paul Frechette, Russell Jackson, and Chad Lucas

Absent:  None

Other officers present:  City Manager William Gascoigne, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Deputy Clerk/Treasurer Debra Heisler, Police Chief Rodger Williams, City Attorney Christine Juarez

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

Council reviewed the request from Pam McPhee to purchase her property on S. First St. for the amount of the outstanding taxes.  Manager Gascoigne noted that Ms. McPhee owes just under $1,000 in taxes for 2005 and 2006.  He also noted that there are 4 wooded lots fronting S. First St.  Council Member Ervans asked if a building could be constructed on these lots.  Manager Gascoigne stated that the property is low and could be wet.  Council Member Ervans asked what Ms. McPhee was asking for these lots.  Ms. McPhee stated she was listing them for around $38,000.  Member Ervans asked why Ms. McPhee was willing to sell these lots for so little.  Ms. McPhee stated that originally she planned to construct duplexes on these lots but her needs and wants have changed and she just wants to get rid of them.  Member Clark stated he would like to know how much it would cost to clear these lots.  Member Ervans stated he would like to know if the lots could be built on.  Member Lucas asked if there were any legal issues to consider.  Attorney Juarez stated it was her opinion that there are no environmental problems and would not be any different than any other piece of property the City owns as long as the insurance company is notified of this addition.

MOTION BY JACKSON, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO PURCHASE THE PROPERTY OWNED BY PAM MCPHEE ON S. FIRST ST. DESCRIBED AS:  LOTS 3, 4, 5 & 6 BLOCK 27 ORIGINAL PLAT, FOR THE AMOUNT OF THE 2005 AND 2006 TAXES AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CLERK TO SIGN SAID PAPERWORK.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – Ervans

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Wanda Burnell, new Administrative Assistant, was introduced to Council.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Mayor Thompson opened the public hearing on the MSHDA grant application for $71,202 for the purchase and removal of the building at 312 W. Houghton Ave.  Cathy Zimmerman, owner of 132 W. Houghton Ave. and DDA member, commended the City Manager and Council for taking such a proactive roll in helping out the downtown.  Bob Perlberg, Ogemaw County Herald, asked if the grant was a done deal.  Manager Gascoigne explained that the City of West Branch through their Notice of Intent was allowed to go to the next stage of the grant.  He stated that it is likely that the City will be funded but there are certain steps that must be followed in order to receive the grant and this is just one of the remaining steps.  Mr. Perlberg asked why tax money was going to benefit an individual.  Manager Gascoigne explained that the grant match will come from DDA funding and that these grants are set up to benefit the community and in this case blight will be removed; therefore, benefiting the community.  Mr. Perlberg asked why the City was applying for the grant if the DDA will own the property.  Manager Gascoigne stated that the City had to be the applicant according to the grant guidelines.  Member Lucas asked if there was a time frame that the City had to comply with other than tearing the building down.  Manager Gascoigne stated that the property must sit vacant for a minimum of 6 months.  No one else wished to be heard on this subject.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO CLOSE THE PUBLIC HEARING AT 12:25 P.M.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION #06-16


WHEREAS, a Community Development Block Grant from the U. S. Department of Housing and Urban Development being administered by the Michigan State Housing Development Authority is available, and


WHEREAS, this Grant is offered by MSHDA as the 2006 Downtown Land Assembly Initiative to remove blighted properties in traditional downtown districts, and


WHEREAS, 312 West Houghton Avenue has been designated as blighted property within the traditional downtown district of West Branch, Michigan.


NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

1. The City of West Branch will apply to the Michigan State Housing Development Authority for a 2006 Land Assembly Initiative grant in the amount of $71,202 for the purchase and removal of the building at 312 West Houghton Avenue, West Branch, Michigan 48661

2. The proposed project is consistent with the local community development plan as described in the Application (Section 1).

3. At least 51% of the proposed beneficiaries of the project would be low to moderate-income persons.

4. No project costs (CDBG and non-CDBG) will be incurred prior to a formal grant award; completion of the environmental review procedure and formal, written authorization to incur costs is received by the Community Assistance Team.

5. William C. Gascoigne, City Manager, is designated as the authorized official to submit the Michigan CDBG Application.

6. William C. Gascoigne, City Manager, is designated as the authorized official to sign the Application forms.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD AUGUST 21, 2006.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Andrea Hales, West Branch Assembly representative, requested that the Council allow this group to distribute fliers with garbage bags for winter coats.  She stated that on September 24 West Branch Assembly would pick up the coats left at the front door of homes and distribute them to the community on September 30.  Ms. Hales stated that last year they collected about 200 coats this way and along with other coat collection drives they distributed about 800 coats.

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY CLARK, TO ALLOW THE WEST BRANCH ASSEMBLY TO HOLD A COAT DRIVE FROM SEPTEMBER 5 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 24, 2006.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Gascoigne presented Wastewater Treatment Superintendent, Doug Greer, with a commendation from the U. S. Department of Commerce for 25 years of providing them with weather information.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Gascoigne informed the Council that the City has been awarded an S2 grant to do engineering work on the sewer system to prepare us to apply for loans to improve the wastewater treatment plant.  He noted that the grant amount is just under $275,000 with the $30,000 match to be shared between the City of West Branch, West Branch Township, and Ogemaw Township.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $121,828.06.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY JACKSON, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING TAP FEE SCHEDULE:

TAP CHARGE FEE SCHEDULE

¾” residential water tap -

$850.00

Anything larger than a ¾” residential water tap shall be charged $850.00 x the residential equivalency* (Example – a business putting in a 1” water line and projects the usage to be 60,000 gallons per quarter, the tap charge would by $850 x 3 = $2,550.00).  If an approved contractor performs the tap, the tap fee will be divided by two (Example – using the example above if an approved contractor made the tap the charge would be $1,275.00).  Council may adjust the tap charge further based on special conditions on a case-by-case basis.  Minimum tap fee shall be $850.00.

4” or less water suppression tap fee

$2,000.00

Over 4” water suppression tap fee

$3,500.00

6” residential sewer tap -

$850.00

Anything larger than a ¾” residential sewer tap shall be charged $850.00 x the residential equivalency*.  If an approved contractor performs the tap, the tap fee will be divided by two.  Council may adjust the tap charges further based on special conditions on a case-by-case basis.  Minimum tap fee shall be $850.00.

*Residential Equivalency = quarterly usage up to 20,000 gallons per quarter

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY CLARK, TO ADJOURN AT 12:40 P.M.

​​​​​​​​​​______________________________________

Todd Thompson, Mayor

______________________________________

Jane Tennant, Clerk

Approved:  September 18, 2006

