REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 2005

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Russell Jackson, and Chad Lucas

Absent:  Council Members Gregory Clark and Paul Frechette

Other officers present:  City Manager William Gascoigne, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, and City Attorney Christine Juarez

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY JACKSON TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD AUGUST 15, 2005.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Clark and Frechette


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY JACKSON, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE EDC MEETING HELD JULY 18, 2005, THE PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING HELD AUGUST 9, 2005 AND THE JULY TREASURER’S REPORT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Clark and Frechette


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Andrea Hales was present and stated that the West Branch Assembly of God Church and National City Bank are teaming up again this year to collect winter coats.  She stated the plan is to drop off a garbage bag with the coat collection details at each home on September 10 with collection of the filled bags to be held on September 17.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY JACKSON, TO APPROVE THE PEDDLERS AND SOLICITORS REQUEST FROM THE WEST BRANCH ASSEMBLY OF GOD CHURCH AND NATIONAL CITY BANK TO CONDUCT THEIR ANNUAL COAT COLLECTION ON SEPTEMBER 10 AND SEPTEMBER 17, 2005.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Clark and Frechette


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Chief Williams presented the Ogemaw County Sheriff Posse with a plaque commending them for all their help and cooperation during the summer events in the City of West Branch.  Five members of the Posse were present to accept the presentation.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY JACKSON, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO REAPPOINT ROBERT MCGRAIL AND TODD THOMPSON TO THE MEDICAL ARTS CENTER BOARD OF TRUSTEES; TERMS TO EXPIRE DECEMBER 31, 2008.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Clark and Frechette


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY JACKSON, TO REAPPOINT MICHAEL BEASLEY, DAN STONEBACK, AND BILL GASCOIGNE TO THE HOSPITAL BOARD OF TRUSTEES TERMS TO EXPIRE JANUARY 1, 2009; AND TO APPOINT PATRICIA BURKHEISER TO THE HOSPITAL BOARD OF TRUSTEES TERM TO EXPIRE JANUARY 1, 2009.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Clark and Frechette


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Gascoigne, on behalf of the City of East Tawas, presented Council with a key to the City of East Tawas.  He stated that this was presented to him at Mayors Exchange Day.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO APPROVE THE JUNE AND JULY FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Clark and Frechette


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $164,764.52.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Clark and Frechette


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY JACKSON, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO ADOPT ORDINANCE #05-04 ENTITLED, “AN ORDINANCE TO ADD CHAPTER 36:  VICTORIAN TRAIL TAX EXEMPTION TO THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH CODE OF ORDINANCES.  THIS CHAPTER IS ADOPTED TO PROVIDE FOR A SERVICE CHARGE IN LIEU OF TAXES FOR A PROPOSED MULTIPLE FAMILY DWELLING PROJECT FOR PERSONS OF LOW INCOME TO BE FINANCED OR ASSISTED PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF THE STATE HOUSING DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY ACT OF 1966, AS AMENDED.”

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Clark and Frechette


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO REVISIT THE MOTION FROM MARCH 21, 2005 DEALING WITH THE TRANSFER OF PROPERTY FROM THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH TO THE WEST BRANCH HOUSING CORPORATION.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Clark and Frechette


Motion carried

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO CLARIFY THE INTENT OF THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH IN CONVEYING PROPERTY TO THE WEST BRANCH HOUSING CORPORATION:  IT IS THE INTENT OF THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH TO CONVEY ALL PROPERTY TO THE WEST BRANCH HOUSING CORPORATION AS FOLLOWS – SITUATED IN SECTION 30 T22N, R2E, CITY OF WEST BRANCH, OGEMAW COUNTY, MICHIGAN DISCRIBED AS:  LOTS 7, 8, 9, 10, 18, 19 AND PART OF LOT 6, LOT A AND PART OF THE VACATED POPLAR STREET LYING EAST OF SAID LOTS 9 AND 10, ALL IN BLOCK 10 AND THE WESTERLY 33 FEET OF THE NORTHERLY 113.23 FEET OF LOT B , BLOCK 11, ALL IN THE PEOPLE’S ADDITION TO THE VILLAGE (NOW CITY) OF WEST BRANCH, AS RECORDED IN LIBER 1, PAGE 5, OGEMAW COUNTY RECORDS, DESCRIBED AS:  BEGINNING AT THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF SAID LOT 18; THENCE S89°28’12”E, ALONG THE NORTH LINE OF SAID LOT 18, 132.00 FEET; THENCE N00°59’17”W ALONG THE WEST LINE OF SAID LOTS 6, 7, AND 8, 198.00 FEET TO THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF SAID LOT 6; THENCE S89°28’12” E, ALONG THE NORTH LINE OF SAID LOT 6, 106.34 FEET; THENCE S00°40’57”E, 65.99 FEET TO THE NORTH LINE OF LOT 7; THENCE S89°28’12”E, ALONG THE LINE BETWEEN SAID LOTS 6 AND 7, 59.02 FEET TO THE WEST LINE OF VACATED POPLAR STREET; THENCE S 00°59’17” E, ALONG THE WEST LINE OF SAID VACATED POPLAR STREET AND THE EAST LINE OF SAID LOTS 7 AND 8, 132.00 FEET; THENCE S 89°28’12”E, ALONG THE EXTENDED SOUTH LINE OF SAID LOT 8, 66.00 FEET TO THE EAST LINE OF SAID VACATED POPLAR STREET; THENCE S00°59’17”E, ALONG SAID EAST LINE OF VACATED POPLAR STREET AND THE EAST LINE EXTENDED, 245.23 FEET; THENCE N89°28’12”W, 131.26 FEET; THENCE N75°55’34”W, 158.90 FEET; THENCE N89°27’57”W, 78.25 FEET TO THE EAST LINE OF SOUTH VALLEY STREET; THENCE N00°59’17”W, ALONG SAID EAST LINE OF SOUTH VALLEY STREET, 208.00 FEET BACK TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING.
Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Clark and Frechette


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Ehinger stated he feels the City should rename the West Branch Senior Center and he recommended it be renamed Page Street Senior Center.

MOTION BY EHINGER, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO RENAME THE WEST BRANCH SENIOR CENTER THE PAGE STREET SENIOR CENTER CONTINGENT ON RESEARCH BY LEGAL COUNSEL THAT THIS NAME DOES NOT CONFLICT WITH ANY OTHER BUILDING OR GROUP NAME IN THIS AREA.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Clark and Frechette


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY EHINGER, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO ADJOURN AT 7:19 P.M.

I, Jane Tennant, West Branch City Clerk, do hereby certify that this is a true copy of the minutes of the West Branch City Council meeting held September 6, 2005.







___________________________________________







Jane Tennant, West Branch City Clerk

