REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF THE CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY APRIL 7,2008

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members Gregory Clark, William Ehinger, Paul Frechette, Russell Jackson, and Chad Lucas

Absent:  Council Member Kim Ervans

Other officers present:  Deputy Clerk/Treasurer Debra Heisler, Police Chief Rodger Williams, and Attorney Michael Juarez

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY CLARK TO EXCUSE COUNCIL MEMBER KIM ERVANS FROM THE MEETING DUE TO ILLNESS

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Ervans 


Motion carried




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY CLARK TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD MARCH 17, 2008.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Ervans


Motion carried




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  *

Mayor Thompson opened a Public Hearing at 7:05 p.m. for public comment on the final Planning/Market Study report.  No one wished to be heard on the subject.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY LUCAS TO CLOSE THE PUBLIC HEARING AT 7:07 P.M.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Ervans


Motion carried




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY JACKSON TO ACCEPT THE PLANNING/MARKET STUDY AS PRESENTED.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Ervans


Motion carried




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

MOTION BY JACKSON, SECOND BY LUCAS TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MARCH TREASURER’S REPORT, THE MARCH POLICE REPORT THE MINUTES OF THE AIRPORT BOARD MEETINGS HELD JANUARY 16, 2008 AND FEBRUARY 21, 2008, THE MINUTES OF THE DDA MEETINGS HELD JANUARY 22, 2008 AND FEBRUARY 26, 2008, AND THE OGEMAW HILLS RECREATIONAL MEETING HELD JANUARY 17, 2008.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Ervans


Motion carried




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Members of Boy Scout Troop 971 represented by Michael Connelly were present to request permission to have their annual food campaign again this year.  They would like to distribute the bags on April 12, 2008 and pickup the canned goods on April 19,2008

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY LUCAS TO ALLOW BOY SCOUT TROOP 971 TO HAVE THEIR FOOD CAMPAIGN WITH DISTRIBUTION OF THE BAGS ON APRIL 12, 2008 AND PICKUP OF THE CANNED GOODS ON APRIL 19, 2008

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Ervans


Motion carried




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *


Scout Connelly also informed the Council that Troop 971 will be guarding the



fish for the fishing derby on June 6, 2008 and the troop  will be staying all night 


in the park.




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *


Council member Ehinger noted that during the winter some of the bricks 


at the sidewalk between Valley Street and Ann’s Hair Affair had been knocked


out of place by the snowplow.  The DPW will be notified.




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 
Council member Lucas noted that there is some graffiti at Fort Austin.  The 


DPW will be notified.




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY JACKSON TO APPROVE THE MARCH FINANCIAL STATEMENT AS PRESENTED.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Ervans


Motion carried

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY CLARK TO PAY BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $242,063.73.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Ervans


Motion carried




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Austin Curtis of Boy Scout Troop 971 asked the Mayor why the Boy Scout Troop had to ask permission each year to hold their food Campaign.  Mayor Thompson explained that the City has an ordinance against peddlers and solicitors in the City of West Branch. 


Boy Scout Troop leader Jay Spaulding asked what was the purpose of 


the Consent agenda.  Mayor Thompson explained it was to save time.


The Council only had to make one motion to approve all the board minutes.




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 


Council member Lucas discussed the letter we received from Bart Stupak’s office.




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Discussion was held on setting up  second interviews for the City Manager.   Council member Lucas will contact the two parties by the end of the week and 


schedule the interviews within the next two weeks.




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY CLARK TO ADJOURN AT 7:35 P.M.

_______________________

Todd Thompson, Mayor

_______________________

Jane Tennant, Clerk

Approved April 21, 2008

