REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY DECEMBER 3, 2007

Mayor Pro Tem Russell Jackson called the meeting to order at 7:10 p.m.

Present:   Mayor Todd Thompson (arrived at 7:30), Mayor ProTem Russell Jackson, Council Members Gregory Clark, William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Paul Frechette, Chad Lucas

Absent:  None

Other officers present:  Acting City Manager Jane Tennant, Deputy Clerk/Treasurer Debra Heisler, Police Chief Rodger Williams, City Attorney Christine Juarez

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance


Bids were presented for cleaning of the Page Street Senior Center, Maplewood 


Manor and Victorian Trails, Acting Manager Tennant noted that Victorian Trails 

Is not under the City’s umbrella.  Bids were as follows:


1.  G & K enterprises



$420/week


2.  Custom Care



$550/week


3.  Interior Specialists



$1,200/week

MOTION BY ERVANS, SECOND BY CLARK TO ACCEPT THE BID FROM G & K ENTERPRISES FOR $420.00/WEEK ON A SIX-MONTH TRIAL BASIS.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas

No – None


Absent – Thompson

Motion carried



* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY CLARK TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD NOVEMBER 19, 2007.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson Lucas

No – None


Absent – Thompson

Motion carried



* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY LUCAS TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE RETAIL MERCHANTS ASSOCIATION MEETING HELD OCTOBER 9, 2007 AND THE DDA MEETING HELD OCTOBER 22, 2007.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas

No - None


Absent – Thompson

Motion carried

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *


Mayor Pro Tem Jackson opened a Public Hearing on a water rate increase at


7:14 p.m.  No one wished to comment.

MOTION BY EHINGER, SECOND BY FRECHETTE TO CLOSE THE PUBLIC HEARING AT 7:17 P.M.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson Lucas

No – None


Absent – Thompson

Motion carried

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

MOTION BY JACKSON, SECOND BY EHINGER TO ADOPT ORDINANCE 7 –06 AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH CODE OF ORDINANCES §52.35 CHARGES FOR WATER SERVICE.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas

No – None


Absent – Thompson

Motion carried



* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *


Katrina McCauley was present to introduce a new program at Ogemaw


Heights High School. called  S.S. Success.  They are looking for help with 


a mentoring program.  Currently they meet on Thursday’s from 


2:45 p.m. to 3:45 p.m.  She was asking that the Council help spread the word.



* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 


Mary Fox was present to request permission for the American Cancer


Society Relay For Life of Ogemaw County to hold a hayride and a variety


of events on December 15, 2007 in the City of West Branch.  As part of the


hayride the participants will judge the City  residents Christmas light displays.

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY EHINGER TO ALLOW THE AMERICAN CANCER SOCIETY RELAY FOR LIFE OF OGEMAW COUNTY TO HOLD A HAYRIDE AND A VARIETY OF EVENTS ON DECEMBER 15, 2007.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas

No – None


Absent – Thompson

Motion carried



* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *



Council member Lucas presented an invoice to the City that was 



received by the Masonic Center for repairs to the Riverwalk.



He and the members of the Masonic Center had been assured when



the Riverwalk went past the Masonic Center that any repairs to the



Riverwalk would be the responsibility of the City.

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY FRECHETTE TO HAVE THE CITY WAIVE  INVOICE #15 IN THE AMOUNT OF $246.00.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas,

No – Ervans


Absent – Thompson

Motion carried



* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 


Mayor Todd Thompson arrived at 7:30 p.m.



* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY CLARK TO PAY BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $69,355.63.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – None

Motion carried



* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY CLARK TO SCHEDULE A PUBLIC HEARING ON MSHDA GRANT #200603 – MARKET STUDY ON JANUARY 7, 2008 AT 7:05 P.M.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – None

Motion carried



* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY FRECHETTE TO SUPPORT THE MISS VICTORIAN SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM IN THE AMOUNT OF $500.00.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – None

Motion carried



* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY ERVANS TO RAISE THE RENT FOR THE COUNCIL ON AGING AT THE PAGE STREET SENIOR CENTER TO $1,250.00 PER MONTH OR LEAVE THE RENT AT $750.00 AND HAVE 50% OF THE UTILITY COSTS PAID BY THE COUNCIL ON AGING WITH THE COUNCIL ON AGING CHOOSING ONE OF THE TWO PLANS.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – Clark


Absent – None

Motion carried

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *



Steve Steinhauser was present to thank the Council for working



so well with him while he served AS the West Branch Township 



Supervisor.  He also introduced his replacement , Jay Spaulding.



* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY CLARK TO ADJOURN AT 8:50 P.M.

________________________________________

Todd Thompson, Mayor

_______________________________________

Jane Tennant, Clerk

Approved December 17, 2007

