REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY NOVEMBER 5, 2007

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members Gregory Clark, William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Russell Jackson, Chad Lucas 

Absent:  Council Member Paul Frechette

Other officers present:  Acting City Manager Jane Tennant, Deputy Clerk/Treasurer Debra Heisler, Police Chief Rodger Williams, City Attorney Michael Juarez, County Commissioner Beverly Scott

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY JACKSON TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD OCTOBER 15, 2007.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Frechette

Motion carried

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

MOTION BY JACKSON, SECOND BY LUCAS TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE OGEMAW FIRE DEPARTMENT BOARD MEETING HELD JULY 24, 2007; THE PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING HELD SEPTEMBER 11, 2007; THE AIRPORT BOARD MEETING HELD SEPTEMBER 19, 2007; THE WEST BRANCH REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING HELD SEPTEMBER 24, 2007;THE MEDICAL ARTS CENTER BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING HELD SEPTEMBER 24, 2007 AND THE OCTOBER TREASURER’S REPORT.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Frechette

Motion carried

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY CLARK TO ACCEPT WILLIAM GASCOIGNE’S LETTER OF RESIGNATION FROM THE HOSPITAL BOARD.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Frechette

Motion carried

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY ERVANS TO APPROVE THE PEDDLERS AND SOLICITORS APPLICATION FROM RONDA TOUSCIUK AND CORINA MORRIS.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Frechette

Motion carried

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *


Discussion was held on the appointment to the Hospital Board.  The


Hospital Board bylaws state that the Hospital Board will submit three 


names to the Council for consideration.  

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY LUCAS TO RECIND THE MOTION MADE ON OCTOBER 15, 2007 APPOINTING PAUL FRECHETTE TO THE HOSPITAL BOARD.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Frechette

Motion carried

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *


Discussion was held on the appointment to the EMS Board.  Council’s


appointment was questioned by the EMS Board as a conflict with their


Articles of Incorporation.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY CLARK TO REPLACE GREGORY CLARK WITH CHAD LUCAS ON THE EMS BOARD UNTIL A NEW CITY MANAGER CAN BE APPOINTED TO THIS BOARD.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Frechette

Motion carried

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *


County Commissioner Beverly Scott was present to share the work that the


County commissioners have been doing.  There are many new projects and 


cost cutting programs going on at the county level.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY CLARK TO PAY BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $84,885.47.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Frechette

Motion carried

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY JACKSON TO INTRODUCE ORDINANCE #07-06 AND TO HOLD A PUBLIC HEARING DECEMBER 3, 2007 AT 7:05 P.M.

ORDINANCE #07 – 06

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH CODE OF ORDINANCES § 52.35 CHARGES FOR WATER SERVICE

THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH ORDAINS:

SECTION 1:  section 1:  That the City of West Branch, Michigan Code of Ordinances is hereby amended to change § 52.35 – Charges for water service to read as follows:

(B) The following water rates are herby adopted:

(1) First 10,000 gallons or any part thereof(minimum charge) $17.50.

(2) Over 10,000 gallons $1.45 per 1,000 gallons.

Section 2:  Sever ability


If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or portion of this 


Ordinance is for any reason held invalid or unconstitutional by any court or 



Competent jurisdiction, said portion shall be deemed a separate, distinct and


Independent provision and such holding shall not affect the validity of the


Remaining portions of this Ordinance.

Section 3:  Repealed


All former ordinances or parts of ordinances conflicting or inconsistent with 


The provisions of this Ordinance are hereby repealed.

Section 4:  Effective Date


This Ordinance shall become effective 15 days after its adoption.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Frechette

Motion carried

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY JACKSON TO HIRE TOM TRACIAK OF ACI FINANCE, INC. AS OUR FINANCE ADVISOR FOR THE WASTE WATER TREATMENT PROJECT.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Frechette

Motion carried

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

MOTION BY JACKSON, SECOND BY EHINGER NOT TO ADOPT THE MERS BENEFIT E THIS YEAR.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Frechette

Motion carried

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *


Discussion was held on the renewal of the lease for the Commission


On Aging at the Senior Center.  Two proposals were presented 

1. Increase the rent to $1,200.00 per month

2. Increase the rent to $750.00 with the Commission on Aging paying ½ the cost

of the utility bills.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY LUCAS TO PRESENT BOTH RENTAL AGREEMENTS TO THE COMMISSION ON AGING TO SEE WHICH THEY WOULD PREFER.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Frechette

Motion carried

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 


Discussion was held on the renewal of the lease for the West Branch


Area Chamber of Commerce at the Senior Center.  The proposal is to 


Increase the rent to $87.00 per week for Bingo.


Steve Leonard was present to discuss the increase and the impact it will


have on the Chamber.

MOTION BY ERVANS, SECOND BY LUCAS TO INCREASE THE RENT ON THE WEST BRANCH AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE RENTAL AGREEMENT FOR THE WEST BRANCH SENIOR CENTER TO $87.00 PER WEEK.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Frechette

Motion carried

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

MOTION BY ERVANS, SECOND BY EHINGER TO PURCHASE A WREATH FOR THE CASA ANNUAL AUCTION AT AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $50.00.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Frechette

Motion carried

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY JACKSON TO APPROVE THE IT CONTRACT WITH TOM SPENCER AT A RATE OF $30.00 PER HOUR ON AN AS NEEDED BASIS.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Frechette

Motion carried

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY CLARK TO APPROVE THE AGREEMENT WITH ROWE ENGINEERING FOR THE GAP STREETSCAPE PROJECT WITH A NOT TO EXCEED AMOUNT OF $12,000.00 AND AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR AND CLERK TO SIGN THE AGREEMENT.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Frechette

Motion carried

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

MOTION BY EHINGER, SECOND BY LUCAS TO APPROVE THE STREETSCAPE CONTRIBUTION AGREEMENT WITH WEST BRANCH TOWNSHIP AND OGEMAW TOWNSHIP AND AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR AND CLERK TO SIGN THE AGREEMENT.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Frechette

Motion carried

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *


Kent Davison, representing the Hospital Board, addressed the Council


about maintaining an open dialog with the Hospital.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *


Acting City Manager Tennant addressed the Council on a follow up on


The Corner Pocket Café.  The question of Primary use will go before the


Planning Commission on November 13, 2007. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY THOMPSON TO ADJOURN AT 8:00 P.M.

_____________________________

Todd Thompson, Mayor

______________________________

Jane Tennant, Clerk

Approved:  November 19, 2007

