REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2012

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Denise Lawrence, Chad Lucas, Timothy Schaiberger, and Rusty Showalter

Absent:  None

Other officers present:  City Manager Tom Youatt, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, Attorney Michael Juarez, and County Commissioner Bruce Reetz

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

A moment of silence was observed for those who lost their lives in the Sandy Hook Elementary school shooting in Newtown, Connecticut.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD DECEMBER 3, 2012.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE WEST BRANCH REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING HELD OCTOBER 29, 2012; PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING HELD NOVEMBER 13, 2012; OGEMAW COUNTY STREET & ADDRESS COMMITTEE MEETING HELD NOVEMBER 27, 2012; NOVEMBER POLICE REPORT; AND THE NOVEMBER TREASURER’S REPORT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO GRANT A ONE-TIME REDUCTION TO REFLECT A 12,000 GALLON USAGE IN THE WATER/SEWER BILL FOR 204 S. FIRST ST. FOR THE OCTOBER BILL AND THE JANUARY BILL DUE TO A VALVE THAT STUCK ON THE TOILET.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  

Jeff Keister, Unit Commander for STING, addressed the Council concerning their financial support of the program.  He reviewed the program and answered Council Members questions.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO APPROVE THE REQUEST FROM STING FOR FINANCIAL SUPPORT IN THE AMOUNT OF $2,994.60.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – Schaiberger

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Mayor Thompson read a Christmas card from Gail Curtis.

Council Member Schaiberger reported on the meeting he had with Ed Napierala regarding using local businesses to purchase various supplies.  Donnelle Napier, Hospice of Helping Hands, talked about her discussions regarding the same thing.  Member Schaiberger also reported on the search for a new CEO and the affiliation process.

Council Member Ervans asked if there was an update on the condition of several houses that need to be demolished or cleaned up.  Chief Williams will check on the house on Hall Street and Manager Youatt will check on the time frame that was given on the house on S. Second St.

Council Member Lucas stated that he had a conflict with the Wastewater Treatment Plant meeting dates and asked that someone replace him on this board.  Council Member Showalter stated that he was the alternate and would be willing to replace him.

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO APPOINT COUNCIL MEMBER SHOWALTER TO THE WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT AUTHORITY BOARD.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO APPROVE THE NOVEMBER FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $63,603.34.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

CITY OF WEST BRANCH

West Branch, Michigan

Resolution No. 12-21

A Resolution in support of commitment and cooperation with the Michigan Main Street Program in becoming an Associate Main Street Community

Whereas,
Downtown is vital to our community’s identity and quality of life; and

Whereas, 
the City formed a Downtown Development Authority and just expanded its district, the Downtown Retail Merchants have put together a comprehensive Fabulous Friday schedule that runs through the summer months, and the Downtown Retail Merchants sponsor events every month outside of the Fabulous Friday schedule, the DDA pays for sidewalk snow removal in the Downtown to promote a look of unity and ease for shoppers, and the City improved parking lots in the Downtown to encourage its vitality; and

Whereas, 
It is the City’s intent to reverse the historic trend which has led to the loss of population, jobs and businesses in the downtown district and to work on the continued improvement, revitalization and development of the community by improving pedestrian access and enhancing the areas aesthetics; and

Whereas,
The Michigan Main Street Center @ MSHDA, formed in 2003, provides consulting services to up to three communities that commit to the Main Street Four Point Approach (Design, Organization, Promotion and Economic restructuring) to strengthen commercial activity and improve buildings in a community’s downtown; and

Whereas,
The Main Street Approach to downtown revitalization has generated community-wide interest and support; and 

Whereas,
the City will apply to become an Associate Main Street community and a local Main Street organization will be formed to stimulate economic development and historic preservation of the downtown, thereby lessening the burden of local government; and 

Now, Therefore be it resolved as follows:

1. The Community and its Local Main Street Program agree to these minimum participation standards set forth by the MMSC @ MSHDA including submitting biannual reports to the MS Program and participation at required trainings and services.

2. The Community and its Local Main Street Program agrees to participate as an Associate Main Street with the intention of applying to become Select Main Street when the time is appropriate.
Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY LUCAS, THAT THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH DOES NOT TAKE A SUBORDINATE POSITION ON ANY HOME MORTGAGES THROUGH THE HOUSING RESOURCE FUND EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO RENEW THE WEIGHT WATCHERS LEASE AGREEMENT FOR THE COMMUNITY CENTER EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2013 THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2013.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY LAWRENCE, TO APPROVE THE SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT AND RELEASE WITH MAPLEWOOD MANOR LIMITED DIVIDENT HOUSING ASSOCIATION LIMITED PARTNERSHIP, VICTORIAN TRAILS LIMITED DIVIDEND HOUSING ASSOCIATION LIMITED PARTNERSHIP, AND WEST BRANCH HOUSING CORPORATION AND AUTHORIZING MAYOR THOMPSON TO SIGN ALL DOCUMENTS PERTAINING TO THIS SETTLEMENT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

County Commissioner Reetz reported on the union contracts, patrol car grant, jail refinancing, Commission On Aging, out-of-town inmates, and school emergency plans.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO ADJOURN AT 7:10 P.M.

