REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2011

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 6:08 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Paul Frechette, Chad Lucas, Timothy Schaiberger, and Rusty Showalter

Absent:  None

Other officers present:  Manager Tom Youatt, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, Attorney Christine Juarez, and County Commissioner Beverly Scott

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mayor Thompson relinquished his chair to allow Mayor Pro-Tem Paul Frechette to run his last Council meeting.  Council Member/Mayor Pro-Tem Frechette did not seek reelection.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council recognized the following people for their years of service:  Wanda Burnell – 5 years; Chris Laurion – 15 years, and Jane Tennant – 30 years.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD DECEMBER 5, 2011.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE BROWNFIELD/LAND BANK MEETING HELD OCTOBER 18, 2011, EMS AUTHORITY MEETING HELD NOVEMBER 22, 2011, PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING HELD NOVEMBER 22, 2011, THE NOVEMBER’S TREASURER’S REPORT AND THE NOVEMBER POLICE REPORT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO ACCEPT JOSEPH DELMOTTE’S RESIGNATION FROM THE BOARD OF REVIEW.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO SCHEDULE THE JANUARY MEETINGS ON THE 9TH AND THE 23RD.

Yes – Frechette, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – Ehinger, Ervans, Lucas

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Youatt reported on the river walk extension, updating the GIS mapping system, and the consolidation of services report.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO APPROVE THE NOVEMBER FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

County Commissioner Scott reported on the jail, medical examiner pathologist, reduction of judges, transit director, MSU Extension program, surcharge on 911, Health Department, and the annual audit.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $35, 962.17.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY ERVANS, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION 11-25


WHEREAS, staff compares on a monthly basis the year to date actual with the budgeted amount of all expenditures; and

WHEREAS, during this review it was determined that Fund 101 General exceeded its budget for Contractual Services; and

WHERAS, it was also determined during this review that Fund 277 Community Center exceeded its budget in Salaries and Wages, Overtime, Operating Supplies, Contractual Services, Public Utilities, and Equipment Rental; and

WHEREAS, it was further determined during this review that Fund 592 Water Replacement Fund exceeded its budget in Contractual Services; and

WHEREAS, the excess in expenditure in General Fund and the Water Replacement Fund was due to the completion of the Infrastructure Project in this current fiscal year; and

WHEREAS, the City will be reimbursed at least 60% of the expenses for the Infrastructure Project through CDBG funding; and

WHEREAS, the excess in expenditure in the Community Center was due to the lack of information at the time of budgeting pertaining to the Ogemaw Commission on Aging and the projected use of the building once the Commission on Aging moved out, and

WHEREAS, the excess in expenditures in the Community Center fund will come from the Carry Over;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council hereby amends the budget in Fund 101 General as follows:

101 – General Fund




Budget

Amended


Carry Over – Economic Advancement
669,481
 
611,806

Revenue:


634.401 Grant – Economic Advancement
     0


122,325

441-801.701 Infrastructure Project

     0


180,000

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council hereby amends the budget in Fund 277 Community Center as follows:

277 – Community Center



Budget

Amended








 52,268

   26,118

EXPENDITURES

703.700 Salaries & Wages



   1,800

   5,000

710.700 Overtime




          0

      100

727.700 Operating supplies



      500

   1,500

801.700 Contractual Services


          0

   1,500

922.700 Public Utilities



   4,000

   8,000

941.700 Equipment Rental



          0

   2,500

965.316-999.700 Trans to Sen Center Debt
          0

 14,540 


TOTAL EXPENDITURES



   9,000

 35,150

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council hereby amends the budget in Fund 592 Water Replacement as follows:

592 – Water Replacement



Budget

Amended








357,835 

102,487   

REVENUE

634.400 Grant




      0


244,652

EXPENDITURES

801.700 Contractual Services


      0


500,000  


Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION #11-24


WHEREAS, the City of West Branch is a municipality in the State of Michigan; and,


WHEREAS, the State of Michigan has approved the “Publicly Funded Health Insurance Contribution Act” that applies to all public employees; and,


WHEREAS, this new Act provides an option to allow local units of government to “opt-out” of the provision that would impose either an 80% contribution factor, or “hard-cap”, on all health benefit premiums that the employer pays for its employees; and,


WHEREAS, this “opt-out” provision can be adopted by the governing body each year thereby exempting the governmental unit from the requirements of this Act by a 2/3 vote of its governing body.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council, acting as the governing body for the City of West Branch, does hereby exercise its right to exempt itself and to adopt the “opt-out” provision of the “Publicly Funded Health Insurance Contribution Act” (PA 152 of 2011) for its employees’ payment of health care premiums for the calendar year beginning January 1, 2012.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION #11-26


WHEREAS, it is the desire of Ogemaw Township and the City of West Branch to provide municipal services to property on M-30 known as the “Schick Property”, and


WHEREAS, Ogemaw Township and the City of West Branch have prepared a 425 Agreement on the “Schick Property”, and


WHEREAS, the 425 Agreement provides for tax revenue sharing with Ogemaw Township for a period of 25 years, and


WHEREAS, the City of West Branch held a public hearing on this 425 Agreement on November 7, 2011, and


WHEREAS, the public was given the opportunity to speak but no one wished to be heard on this matter,


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council has complied with the 30 day waiting period, and


FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council hereby approves the 425 Agreement on the “Schick Property”, and


FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, that Mayor Todd Thompson and Clerk Jane Tennant are hereby authorized to sign the 425 Agreement on the “Schick Property”.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION #11-23

WHEREAS, the 2010 Census showed an increase in population in the City of West Branch, and

WHEREAS, the Election Board reviewed the number of registered voters in each ward, and

WHEREAS, based on the findings that Ward 1 had a small amount of registered voters and Ward 3 had an excess of voters the Election Board is recommending changes to the boundary lines to equalize the population served by each Ward Council Member,


NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ward 1 boundary line be extended south on S. Third St. to the last platted parcel, go west to S. Fourth St., extend south on S. Fourth St. to the south City limits, go west on the southern most City limit to M-30/Court St., follow M-30/Court St north to the property under a PA 425 agreement with Ogemaw Township, encompass all of the PA 425 agreement property, go north on M/30 Court St. to the northern most City limit, go east along the northern most City limit to N. Third St., go south along N. Third St. to S. Third St., and


FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ward 3 boundary line is as follows:  go east from Third St. along Houghton Ave. to the eastern most City limit, follow the east city limits to the south City limits, go north on S. First St. to Griffin Rd., go west on Griffin Rd. to S. Fourth St., go north on S. Fourth St. to the last platted parcel, go east to S. Third St., go north on S. Third St. to Houghton Ave., and


FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council hereby approves these changes to the Ward 1 and Ward 3 boundary lines and hereby sets their signatures on this document.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO SET ASIDE AUGUST 13 OF EACH YEAR AS RED WING APPRECIATION DAY IN THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO ADJOURN AT 6:50 P.M.
