REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2011

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Paul Frechette, Chad Lucas, Timothy Schaiberger, and Rusty Showalter

Absent:  None

Other officers present:  Manager Tom Youatt, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, and Attorney Michael Juarez

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE AMENDMENT TO COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT AGREEMENT MSC 209604-R ON THE INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENT PROJECT AND AUTHORIZING MAYOR TODD THOMPSON TO SIGN SAID AMENDMENT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD NOVEMBER 21, 2011.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE DDA MEETING HELD OCTOBER 25, 2011, PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING HELD OCTOBER 25, 2011, WEST BRANCH COMMUNITY AIRPORT BOARD MEETING HELD NOVEMBER 16, 2011, AND THE WWTP AUTHORITY MEETING HELD NOVEMBER 22, 2011.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO ACCEPT WITH REGRET COREY CONVERSE’S RESIGNATION FROM THE BOARD OF REVIEW.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO ALLOW THE WEST BRANCH – ROSE CITY AREA SCHOOLS TO COLLECT HALF OF THEIR MILLAGE ON THE CITY’S SUMMER TAX ROLL.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the request from the WBRMC Board of Trustees to approve a resolution, which would allow them to initiate the investigation of the affiliation process.  Discussion was held on the difference between affiliation and merger.

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION #11-22


WHEREAS, the healthcare industry is complex and consistently changing, and


WHEREAS, an affiliation with another organization may be advantageous to the City of West Branch and John Tolfree Health System Corporation, a Michigan municipal health facilities corporation doing business as West Branch Regional Medical Center and its subsidiaries and other affiliates (“Hospital”), for among other reasons:  potential access to a larger physician base, potential increased access to capital, potential advantages in physician recruitment, and potential expansion of clinical services to the West Branch community, and


WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees of the Hospital has approved the initiation of the affiliation process with another medical facility with the goal of improved medical services to the West Branch community, and


WHEREAS, under MCL §331.1306, city council approval is required for the transfer of ownership or operations of some or all of its municipal health care facilities and related assets or health services.


NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS RESOLVED, that in the judgment of the City Council it is deemed advisable and for the benefit of the City of West Branch and the Hospital the West Branch City Council hereby approves that the Hospital investigate and initiate the affiliation process, and


FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, that it is understood that nothing in this resolution grants the Hospital the authority to enter into a definitive agreement regarding the transfer of all or substantially all of the assets of the Hospital.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the request from STING for additional funding due to an increase in population in the City.  Mayor Thompson stated he wants to know what the other Townships and the County pay.

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO APPROVE THE ADDITIONAL FUNDING FOR STING DUE TO AN INCREASE IN POPULATION.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lucas, Thompson

No – Frechette, Schaiberger, Showalter

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO PARTICIPATE IN THE MISS VICTORIAN SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM IN THE AMOUNT OF $250.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Pete Fabbri came before the Council to request their support and approval to use City streets for the West Branch New Years Eve Celebration and Ball Drop.  Council Member Frechette voiced concern about all the unknowns.  Council voiced concern about police coverage.  Chief Williams will check to see if the Sheriff’s posse will be available to help with this event.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO APPROVE THE NEW YEARS EVE CELEBRATION AND BALL DROP AND AUTHORIZE THE CLOSING OF THE FOLLOWING STREETS:  HOUGHTON AVE. FROM 11:30 P.M. – 12:30 A.M. AND S. THIRD ST. FOR THE DURATION OF THE EVENT AS LONG AS THE MANAGER AND POLICE CHIEF FEELS THERE IS ADEQUATE POLICE/POSSE COVERAGE.

Yes – Ehinger, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – Ervans, Frechette

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO PAY THE DEAN ARBOUR FORD BILL FOR REPAIRS TO THE EXPLORER AND ADVISING MANAGER YOUATT THAT REIMBURSEMENT FOR THIS REPAIR IS NOT NECESSARY.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPOINT JOHN YOUNG TO THE BOARD OF REVIEW TO FILL THE UNEXPIRED TERM OF COREY CONVERSE.

Yes – Ehinger, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – Ervans

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Showalter stated that the Ogemaw Hills Recreation Board requests that the City install the water meter at the bathrooms located at the Ogemaw Hills Recreation area.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO PROVIDE DPW PERSONNEL TO HOOK UP THE WATER METER AT THE BATHROOMS LOCATED AT THE OGEMAW HILLS RECREATION AREA BUT ONLY IF THE CONTRACTOR IS REQUESTED TO DO THE WORK FIRST.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Lucas reported that the EMS office has moved to an office in the Medical Arts Building.  He also reported that Tom Benjamin is drawing up some preliminary plans for a new building at no cost to the Authority.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $80,781.76.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE 2012 FIRE DEPARTMENT BUDGET.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION #11-21


WHEREAS, the West Branch City Council is aware of the Michigan Main Street Program, and


WHEREAS, the City of West Branch is currently at the Associate Level Michigan Main Street program, and


WHEREAS, the City of West Branch Downtown Development Authority is recommending that we stay at the Associate Level this year, and


WHEREAS, the DDA and Council want to do additional fact finding on the Michigan Main Street program, and


WHEREAS, the DDA and Council are not in a financial position to hire a full-time director at this time,


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council does hereby elect to remain at the Associate Level Michigan Main Street program, and


FURTHER, BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council does hereby give their support and cooperation to the Michigan Main Street program and the endeavors of the DDA to research further the next level.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Mike Jackson reported that there would be a vacancy in the EDC Director position.  He stated that currently the EDC board is working with MSU Extension to fill this position.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO ADJOURN AT 7:12 P.M.

