REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2013

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Denise Lawrence, Chad Lucas, Timothy Schaiberger, and Rusty Showalter

Absent:  None

Other officers present:  City Manager Tom Youatt, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, and County Commissioner Bruce Reetz

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD FEBRUARY 4, 2013.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING HELD JANUARY 8, 2013, WEST BRANCH RETAIL MERCHANTS ASSOCIATION MEETING HELD FEBRUARY 5, 2013, OGEMAW COUNTY STREET & ADDRESS COMMITTEE MEETING HELD JANUARY 29, 2013, THE JANUARY POLICE REPORT, AND THE JANUARY TREASURER’S REPORT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY ERVANS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE APPLICATION FROM THE WEST BRANCH EAA CHAPTER 1253 FOR THEIR FLY IN BANNER TO BE DISPLAYED JUNE 10 THROUGH JUNE 15, 2013.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the letter from Tom and Elisabeth Kish, 180 N. Second St., informing them of some problems they have experienced since work was done on N. Second St. and Sidney St.  Manager Youatt stated he would be following up with a letter of response.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Sally Rea and Lois Bergquist, representatives of the Ogemaw County Historical Society, came before the Council to invite them to an open house at their new building located at 135 S. Second St.  They stated that the open house is scheduled for February 23 from 3 p.m. – 6 p.m.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO MAKE THE FOLLOWING REAPPOINTMENTS:

WILLIAM EHINGER, AIRPORT BOARD, 3-YEAR TERM

JAMES HASTY, BOARD OF REVIEW, 3-YEAR TERM

CHRISTIE BLACKFORD AND AUTUMN HUNTER, DDA, 3-YEAR TERM

BONNIE STEVENS, ELECTION BOARD, 2-YEAR TERM

JUNE LONSTREET, JAN HASTY, MICHAEL JACKSON, PLANNING COMMISSION, 3-YEAR TERM

LESLIE PATTULLO, CRAIG SCOTT, RUTH FERGUSON, KRIS SCHUBERT, RECREATION COMMITTEE, 5-YEAR TERM

KEVIN ELLIOTT, DICK BACHELDER, MEDICAL ARTS CENTER, 3-YEAR TERM

EDWARD KELLY, ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS, 3-YEAR TERM.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Lucas reported that the EMS building is progressing nicely.

Discussion was held on the water pressure at the hospital.  Manager Youatt stated he would check on this and also ask for a written update on the affiliation.

Council Member Showalter stated he had received many comments concerning quarterly water/sewer billings vs. monthly billings.  He noted that he would not be at the next April 1 Council meeting.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $41,851.23.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Discussion was held on the Assessor’s contract.  It was the consensus of the Council that we establish a month-to-month contract with the current assessor.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO APPROVE THE JANUARY FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

County Commissioner Reetz reported on the FFA demonstration, equalization study, Oscoda County prisoner contract, proposed fuel tax increases, and vehicle registration fees.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO ADJOURN AT 6:40 P.M.

