REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 2012

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Denise Lawrence, Chad Lucas, Timothy Schaiberger, and Rusty Showalter

Absent:  None

Other officers present:  City Manager Tom Youatt, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, DPW Superintendent Dennis Jameson, and Attorney Christine Juarez

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD FEBRUARY 6, 2012.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE WEST BRANCH REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING HELD DECEMBER 12, 2011; PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING HELD JANUARY 10, 2012; AIRPORT BOARD MEETING HELD JANUARY 18, 2012; EMS MEETING HELD JANUARY 19, 2012; JANUARY TREASURER’S REPORT; AND THE STING QUARTERLY REPORT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the letter from STING concerning expected changes in their funding.  Manager Youatt stated he would invite D/Lt Keister to attend a Council meeting.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Gail Curtis and Troy Brown were present to request a peddlers & solicitors license to sell food from a concession wagon.  Ms. Curtis stated that the Retail Merchants have invited them to the Fabulous Friday events and there are other times they would like to set up their wagon in the downtown.  Ms. Curtis and Mr. Brown provided Council with a list of events and a copy of their menu.  Mayor Thompson noted that it is up to the Council to approve the peddlers & solicitors license.  Council Member Ervans asked if they were planning to sell in the Little League ballpark.  Ms. Curtis said they would not be selling in that area.  Council Member Lucas voiced concern about competition with permanent business owners.  Ms. Curtis stated that their menu is different and quite often G’s Pizzeria is full during Fabulous Friday events.  She also noted that the Branch Café closes fairly early and that she would not care to take her children into Logger’s Depot.  Discussion was held on an appropriate spot to park the vending wagon.  Council Member Lawrence asked if there was a maximum number of vending wagons we could approve.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO APPROVE THE PEDDLERS & SOLICITORS APPLICATION FROM GAIL CURTIS & TROY BROWN TO OPERATE A FOOD CONCESSION WAGON WITH THE STIPULATION THAT THEY PROVIDE THE CITY MANAGER WITH A COPY OF THEIR LIABILITY INSURANCE, FOOD LICENSING PERMIT, AND THAT THE CITY MANAGER APPROVES THEIR LOCATION.  

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO APPOINT JIM HASTY TO THE BOARD OF REVIEW TERM TO EXPIRE DECEMBER 31, 2012 AND TO APPOINT DALE PETERS TO THE BOARD OF REVIEW TERM TO EXPIRE DECEMBER 31, 2013.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Showalter stated he would be attending the MML Core Conference Weekender in Frankenmuth.

Council Member Schaiberger stated he would be attending a Hospital by-laws meeting on Thursday.

Council Member Lawrence passed on a compliment for Officer Laurion.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE JANUARY FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $26,450.99.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the MIDeal prices on a new front-end loader.  Dennis Jameson, DPW Superintendent, was present to answer questions.  Discussion was held on the grapple bucket.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO AUTHORIZE THE PURCHASE OF A 2011 FRONT-END LOADER WITH INSTALLATION OF THE BLOWER COUPLER AND CONTROLS, LOADING THE TIRES IF NEEDED, AND INSTALLING THE COUPLER BLANKS FOR A PLOW HITCH AT A COST OF $134,728.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Amy Stephens and Pam Atherton were present to request approval of a 5k run/walk to raise money for their father John Young who is on the waiting list for a heart transplant.  Ms. Stephens stated that they have set up a program with the HelpHOPELive organization.  She further stated that they would like to hold the benefit on September 22 with check in starting at 8:00 a.m.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO APPROVE THE 5K RUN/WALK FOR JOHN YOUNG ON SEPTEMBER 22, 2012 STARTING AT 8:00 A.M. WITH THE STIPULATION THAT AMY STEPHENS AND PAM ATHERTON WORK WITH CHIEF WILLIAMS ON THE ROUTE.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO APPROVE THE BANNER APPLICATION FOR THE OGEMAW HILLS BIKE WEEK FROM JULY 6, 2012 THROUGH JULY 20, 2012.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *
MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE BANNER APPLICATION FROM AUGUST 25, 2012 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 8, 2012 FOR THE OGEMAW COUNTY HUMANE SOCIETY MUTT MARCH.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY ERVANS, SECOND BY LAWRENCE, TO AUTHORIZE MANAGER YOUATT TO HIRE THE MICHIGAN MUNICIPAL LEAGUE TO UPDATE JOB DESCRIPTIONS AT A COST OF $150 PER POSITION.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY ERVANS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, AUTHORIZING MANAGER YOUATT TO SIGN THE RECYCLING CENTER AGREEMENT WITH THE CITY OF ROSE CITY.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO ADJOURN AT 7:03 P.M.

