REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2014
Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Denise Lawrence, Chad Lucas, Timothy Schaiberger, and Rusty Showalter

Absent:  None

Other officers present:  City Manager Tom Youatt, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, and Police Chief Rodger Williams

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION BY EHINGER, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO APPROVE THE BANNER APPLICATION FROM THE WEST BRANCH CREATIVE ARTS ASSOCIATION FOR JULY 28, 2014 THROUGH AUGUST 10, 2014.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Heather Johnson, Chamber Director, thanked the Council for the use of Iron’s Park for the Family Fun Night on January 25.  She stated that the Chamber is planning another one in February or March.  She stated she would be requesting the use of the park when the date is set.  Mayor Thompson suggested that they look at holding it during the day.  Council Member Ervans stated he was pleased they had a non-alcohol function.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Mandi Chasey, EDC Director, came before Council to ask that the entire Industrial Park be designated as an IFT District.  Discussions were held on whether that would restrict the use of the lots and Sandvik’s improvement project.  Council asked Manager Youatt to get more information on the IFT District.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE SPECIAL MEETING HELD JANUARY 17, 2014, THE REGULAR MEETING HELD JANUARY 20, 2014, AND THE SPECIAL MEETING HELD JANUARY 23, 2014.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None
Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE DDA MEETING HELD NOVEMBER 26, 2013, OGEMAW COUNTY STREET & ADDRESS COMMITTEE MEETING HELD NOVEMBER 26, 2013, AND THE OGEMAW FIRE BOARD MEETING HELD DECEMBER 2013.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE BANNER APPLICATION FROM THE WEST BRANCH EAA CHAPTER 1253 FOR JUNE 16, 2014 THROUGH JUNE 21, 2014.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Lucas reported on the EMS Authority, asked about the river habitat rehabilitation project, and suggested setting a time limit on public comments.

Council Member Lawrence thanked the DPW for their quick response to a water problem at her place of employment.

Council Member Showalter reported on the DDA.  He stated that he had recently toured the existing police department due to a suggestion that the Police Department move to the Community Center.  He stated that the tour opened his eyes to the poor condition of the existing building and encouraged other Council Members to tour the building.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Showalter addressed the Council concerning the problems at the West Branch Regional Medical Center.  His statement addressed the recent termination of Jerry Worden, the lack of transparency, the lack of urgency on the Boards part to resolve issues, and the financial stability of the hospital.  He stated he feels obligated to push this subject forward.

[bookmark: _GoBack]MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY ERVANS, DIRECTING MANAGER YOUATT TO DRAFT A FORMAL LETTER ON BEHALF OF THE CITY COUNCIL TO BE SENT TO ALL WEST BRANCH REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER BOARD OF TRUSTEE MEMBERS RECOMMENDING THAT THE BOARD TERMINATE OR ACCEPT A MUTUAL RESIGNATION OF WEST BRANCH REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER CEO, ED NAPIERALA, AND IMMEDIATELY APPOINT JERRY WORDEN AS THE NEW CEO OF WEST BRANCH REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER ALLOWING HIM TO CONTINUE MOVING THE HOSPITAL FORWARD AS IT CLEARLY SHOWS HE HAS OVER THE PAST SIX MONTHS.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

Council Member Schaiberger stated that the Hospital Board is having their annual retreat at Forward’s Conference Center tomorrow.  He further stated that it is his desire to speak with Jerry Worden and he talked about support of other Board Members.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $45,985.97. 

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO ADJOURN AT 6:52 P.M.
