REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, JANUARY 21, 2013

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 6:03 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Denise Lawrence, Chad Lucas, Timothy Schaiberger, and Rusty Showalter

Absent:  None

Other officers present:  City Manager Tom Youatt, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, WWTP Superintendent Dan Robb, and DPW Superintendent Dennis Jameson

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

Annette Doering, Mutt March representative, was present to request the use of Iron’s Park for the annual Mutt March to be held on September 7, 2013.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO ALLOW THE MUTT MARCH TO BE HELD IN IRON’S PARK ON SEPTEMBER 7, 2013 AND TO APPROVE THE BANNER REQUEST FROM AUGUST 24 – SEPTEMBER 7.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD JANUARY 7, 2013.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE OGEMAW FIRE DEPARTMENT MEETINGS HELD OCTOBER 16, 2012 AND DECEMBER 18, 2012; AIRPORT BOARD MEETING HELD NOVEMBER 21, 2012; RETAIL MERCHANTS MEETING HELD DECEMBER 4, 2012; PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING HELD DECEMBER 11, 2012; AND THE DECEMBER TREASURER’S REPORT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Lucas gave a report on the EMS Authority.

Council Member Lawrence noted that the Scrapbook Nook is going out of business.

Council Member Showalter reported on the Ogemaw Hills Parks and Recreation committee.

Council Member Schaiberger reported that there would be a hospital by-laws meeting.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

WWTP Superintendent Robb reported on the underground storage tank, upgrade of plant classification to a B, Internet changes, safety manual, and the firefighters scheduled visit.

DPW Superintendent Jameson reported on the new locator, the ice skating rink, frost levels and turning on certain customers to keep mains from freezing.

Chief Williams reported on the school safety programs, legal update class, lien audit, Range 3000 Firearms simulator, recall on the Tahoe, painting of offices, Cub Scout office tour, and traffic control order.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE DECEMBER FINANCIAL REPORT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $43,863.63.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO APPROVE THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION #13-02

WHEREAS, the West Branch Police Department has reviewed all “Do Not Enter” traffic signs, and

WHEREAS, they feel it is in the best interest of public safety that these signs exist at there respective locations, and

WHEREAS, the West Branch Police Department have noted “Do Not Enter” signs at the following locations:

1. Surline Middle School Parking Lot – 1st drive north of State St. off N. First St.

2. S. First St. at the entrance to the DPW garage

3. Corner of W. Ripley St. and S. Third St. at the entrance to the DPW garage

4. Post Office parking lot exit on W. Wright

5. Walgreens exit drive onto Business Loop

6. West entrance to Plaza East off of the Business Loop

7. Exit onto S. Second St. from the alley behind the theatre

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council hereby agrees with the placement of these signs to protect the public safety by controlling traffic patterns, and

FURTHER, BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council hereby establishes Traffic Order #13-01 and approves the placement of the above mentioned “Do Not Enter” signs.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY ERVANS, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO DIRECT STAFF TO LOOK INTO THE PROCESS OF GOING TO A MONTHLY WATER/SEWER BILLING.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO DIRECT STAFF TO EXPLORE CHANGING COUNCIL ELECTIONS TO EVEN YEARS AND TO MAKE ALL COUNCIL SEATS AT-LARGE.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY ERVANS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO ADJOURN AT 6:55 P.M.

