[bookmark: _GoBack]REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, JANUARY 6, 2014
Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Denise Lawrence, Timothy Schaiberger, and Rusty Showalter

Absent:  Council Member Chad Lucas

Other officers present:  City Manager Tom Youatt, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, and Police Chief Rodger Williams

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO REQUEST QUALIFICATIONS AND PROPOSALS FOR ASSESSING SERVICES.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None				Absent – Lucas				Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY LAWRENCE, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD DECEMBER 16, 2013.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None				Absent – Lucas				Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE OGEMAW FIRE DEPARTMENT MEETING HELD OCTOBER 15, 2013, MINUTES OF THE DDA MEETING HELD NOVEMBER 26, 2013, STING QUARTERLY REPORT FROM JULY THROUGH SEPTEMBER, AND THE DECEMBER POLICE REPORT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None				Absent – Lucas				Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Mayor Thompson opened the public hearing on the CDBG-DIG project at 7:05 p.m.  Manager Youatt explained that this grant would allow for the development of a pocket park on a vacant lot owned by the DDA in the downtown.  He stated that the pocket park would consist of restrooms, a large fountain, paved pathway, landscaping, and a mural.  He further stated that a connector trail would come from the newly constructed river walk bringing pedestrian traffic into the downtown and to the park area.  He reported that the total cost of the project is estimated at $275,265 with $244,986 in grant funds and $30,279 from the DDA.  He also reported that the project will need to be completed by December 31, 2014.  Mayor Thompson asked if anyone present wished to comment on this project.  No one present wished to comment and there were no written comments.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO CLOSE THE PUBLIC HEARING AT 7:08 P.M.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None				Absent – Lucas				Motion carried

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION #14-02

	WHEREAS, the City of West Branch is required to adopt an Authorizing Resolution for the Michigan Community Development Block Grant Program after a public hearing on said grant; and

	WHEREAS, the public hearing was held on January 6, 2014 at 7:05 p.m. and the public was afforded an opportunity to speak in regard to the grant; and

	WHEREAS, the CDBG DIG program applied for is to develop a vacant lot into a pocket park  and to construct a connecting trail from the river walk to the developed lot in the downtown; and

	WHEREAS, the City of West Branch has estimated that the project will cost $275,265, with $244,986 coming from the grant and $30,279 being funded by the City of West Branch DDA; and

	WHEREAS, the proposed project is consistent with the City of West Branch’s community development plan and the City of West Branch DDA plan; and

	WHEREAS, 51% of the beneficiaries of the proposed project will be low and moderate income persons; and

	WHEREAS, no project costs whether CDBG or non-CDBG will be incurred prior to a formal grant award, completion of the environmental review procedures and formal, written authorization to incur costs has been provided by the CDBG Project Manager; and

	WHEREAS, the City of West Branch must designate a Certifying Officer to ensure compliance with NEPA and the related provisions in 24 CFR Part 58, including the Federal laws and authorities cited at §58.5; and

	WHEREAS, the City of West Branch must designate an Environmental Review Officer who will be responsible for completing the environmental review for the project;

	NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of West Branch hereby authorizes the submission of the Michigan CDBG Application to develop a pocket park and connecting trail; and

	FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, that Tom Youatt, City Manager, is hereby authorized to sign the Part 2 Application and all attachments; and

	FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, that Tom Youatt, City Manager, is hereby designated the Certifying Officer for the CDBG DIG project; and

	FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, that Tom Youatt, City Manager, is hereby designated as the Environmental Review Officer for the CDBG DIG project; and

	FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, that Todd Thompson, Mayor, is hereby authorized to sign the Grant Agreement.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None				Absent – Lucas				Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO APPOINT WILLIAM EHINGER AS MAYOR PRO-TEM.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None				Absent – Lucas				Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO ALLOW STAFF TO BANK AT THE FOLLOWING FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS:  PNC, NORTHLAND AREA FEDERAL CREDIT UNION, FIRSTBANK, AND CHEMICAL BANK.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None				Absent – Lucas				Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, AUTHORIZING TOM YOUATT, TODD THOMPSON, JANE TENNANT, AND/OR WILLIAM EHINGER TO SIGN CHECKS AND BANK WITHDRAWALS WITH ALL CHECKS AND WITHDRAWALS REQUIRING TWO SIGNATURES.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None				Absent – Lucas				Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Mayor presented the following certificates of achievement to the following people who were present at the meeting:

Tim Kirby – 5 years of service				Tom Youatt – 5 years of service
Howard Beach – 10 years of service			Dennis Jameson – 30 years of service

He noted that Kelli Collins also had 5 years of service.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Mayor Thompson comment on the funding of the Airport.

Council Member Lawrence reported on the Christmas for Kids program.

Council Member Showalter commended the DPW for their quick response to a tree on a utility line.

Council Member Ervans stated he would like to see the engineering services put out for bid.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $44,088.52.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None				Absent – Lucas				Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:


RESOLUTION #14-01

	WHEREAS, the West Branch City Charter requires that the Council adopt a resolution stating the time and place of its regular meetings, and

	WHEREAS, it is recommended that this be done on an annual basis,

	NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council will hold its regular meetings in the Council Chamber of City Hall, 121 N. Fourth St. unless there is a motion to change the meeting location due to special circumstances, and

	FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, that all regular Council meetings will begin at 6:00 p.m. unless the Charter dictates otherwise or there is a motion to change the meeting time due to special circumstances, and

	FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council shall meet on the 1st and 3rd Monday of each month unless there is a motion to change the meeting date due to special circumstances.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None				Absent – Lucas				Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Discussion was held on the Weight Watchers lease agreement at the Community Center.  It was noted that they are not very diligent about cleaning up after their use.  Discussion was also held on the clean up after the senior dances.   Manager Youatt will contact both groups and discuss the clean-up concerns.  Council asked that the Weight Watchers lease agreement be placed on the January 20 meeting agenda.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, AUTHORIZING MANAGER YOUATT TO ADVERTISE FOR QUALIFICATIONS TO UPDATE THE MASTER PLAN.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None				Absent – Lucas				Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LAWRENCE, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO ADJOURN AT 7:25 P.M.





