REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, JANUARY 7, 2013

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Denise Lawrence, Chad Lucas, and Timothy Schaiberger

Absent:  Council Member Rusty Showalter

Other officers present:  City Manager Tom Youatt, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, and County Commissioner Bruce Reetz

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD DECEMBER 17, 2012.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Showalter


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE DECEMBER POLICE REPORT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Showalter


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Members reviewed the letter from James Sperbeck requesting that a radio station be added to the public access channel.  Manager Youatt informed Council of the requirements for this and they asked him to check into it further.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO APPROVE THE BANNER APPLICATION FROM THE WEST BRANCH CREATIVE ARTS ASSOCIATION FOR JULY 29, 2013 THROUGH AUGUST 12, 2013.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Showalter


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO AUTHORIZE THE FOLLOWING DEPOSITORIES:  FIRSTBANK, CHEMICAL BANK, PNC, AND NORTHLAND AREA FEDERAL CREDIT UNION.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Showalter


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO NAME TODD THOMPSON, WILLIAM EHINGER, TOM YOUATT, AND JANE TENNANT AS AUTHORIZED SIGNATURES ON ALL BANK ACCOUNTS AND REQUIRING ALL CHECKS TO HAVE TWO SIGNATURES.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Showalter


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION #13-01


WHEREAS, the West Branch City Charter requires that the Council adopt a resolution stating the time and place of its regular meetings, and


WHEREAS, it is recommended that this be done on an annual basis,


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council will hold its regular meetings in the Council Chamber of City Hall, 121 N. Fourth St. unless there is a motion to change the meeting location due to special circumstances, and


FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, that all regular Council meetings will begin at 6:00 p.m. unless the Charter dictates otherwise or there is a motion to change the meeting time due to special circumstances, and


FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council shall meet on the 1st and 3rd Monday of each month unless there is a motion to change the meeting date due to special circumstances.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Showalter


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Lucas reported on the construction of the new EMS building.

Council Member Ehinger asked if the “10-minute” parking signs by G’s Pizzeria (S. Second St. & Houghton Ave.) could be changed to handicap parking signs.  Discussion followed.  Manager Youatt will talk to the owner of G’s to get his input.

Council Member Ervans reported that he had attended the Historical Society’s open house at the home they just purchased at 135 S. Second St.  He stated that open house was well attended and once all the work is complete this should be a very nice building.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $41,372.99.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Showalter


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Discussion was held on accepting credit card payments at the City offices and passing the convenience fee on to the customer.

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO APPROVE THE PARTICIPATION AGREEMENT AND THE MERCHANT AGREEMENT FROM GOVERNMENT PAYMENT SERVICES AND AUTHORIZING MAYOR THOMPSON TO SIGN SAID AGREEMENTS.

Yes – Ehinger, Lucas, Schaiberger

No – Ervans, Lawrence, Thompson

Absent – Showalter

Motion did not pass

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO APPROVE THE PARTICIPATION AGREEMENT WITH GOVERNMENT PAYMENT SERVICES, WHICH WILL ALLOW STAFF TO CONTINUE TO ACCEPT CREDIT CARD PAYMENTS ONLINE, AND BY TELEPHONE AND AUTHORIZING MAYOR THOMPSON TO SIGN SAID AGREEMENT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Showalter


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO AUTHORIZE THE PURCHASE OF A METROTECK LINE LOCATOR V810 IN THE AMOUNT OF $2,960.00.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Showalter


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

County Commissioner Reetz reported on the transit and the health department.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Angel Holbrook, owner of Sara’s Scrubs, thanked Council Member Schaiberger for helping her get her business into the hospital.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LAWRENCE, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO ADJOURN AT 7:55 P.M.

