REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, JULY 1, 2013

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Denise Lawrence, Chad Lucas, Timothy Schaiberger, and Rusty Showalter

Absent:  None

Other officers present:  City Manager Tom Youatt, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, and Police Chief Rodger Williams

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

Council read a letter from the Family Foot and Ankle Center, 111 S. Third St., concerning the lack of communication for the Back to the Bricks Car Show street closure.  Manager Youatt stated that he sent an apology to the Family Foot and Ankle Center and assured them that they would have proper notification for any future events.  Discussion was held in general about street closures on Houghton Avenue and on N. Third St.  Council Members voiced concern about emergency personnel receiving proper notification.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD JUNE 17, 2013 WITH THE FOLLOWING CORRECTION AND TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING HELD JUNE 21, 2013 WITH THE FOLLOWING CORRECTION:

JUNE 17 ORIGINAL MOTION:

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO APPOINT JANE TENNANT AS DELEGATE AND TODD THOMPSON AS ALTERNATE FOR THE MERS CONVENTION IN OCTOBER.

THIS WAS CHANGED TO READ:

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO APPOINT JANE TENNANT AS DELEGATE AND TOM YOUATT AS ALTERNATE FOR THE MERS CONVENTION IN OCTOBER.

JUNE 17 SUMMARY ORIGINAL:

COUNCIL APPOINTED JANE TENNANT DELEGATE AND TODD THOMPSON ALTERNATE TO THE MERS CONVENTION.

THIS WAS CHANGED TO READ:

COUNCIL APPOINTED JANE TENNANT DELEGATE AND TOM YOUATT ALTERNATE TO THE MERS CONVENTION,

JUNE 21 ORIGINAL MOTION:

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY LAWRENCE, TO ADJOURN AT 11:35 P.M.

THIS WAS CHANGED TO READ:

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY LAWRENCE, TO ADJOURN AT 11:35 A.M.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE WEST BRANCH RETAIL MERCHANTS MEETING HELD APRIL 2, 2013 AND THE PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING HELD MAY 21, 2013.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Lawrence asked that the Police Department check some recent spray paintings.  She noted that Rau Tavern has reopened.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY EHINGER, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO BRING THE WATER/SEWER RATE RESOLUTION BACK TO THE TABLE.

Yes – Ehinger, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas

Motion failed.  Charter requires 5 votes.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Showalter reported on the walkable community seminar he attended.  He also reported that the disc golf course at the Ogemaw Hills Recreation Center is going well and the committee is looking at adding a playscape to the complex.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $21,533.35.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO APPROVE THE RATE INCREASE FOR UNMETERED WATER FOR TANKER TRUCKS FROM $5.58/THOUSAND TO $8.37/THOUSAND.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Showalter asked to abstain from voting on Ordinance No. 13-04.

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO ALLOW COUNCIL MEMBER SHOWALTER TO ABSTAIN FROM VOTING ON ORDINANCE NO. 13-04.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO ADOPT TAX EXEMPTION ORDINANCE NO. 13-04 ENTITLED, “AN ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH GRIFFIN PLACE APARTMENTS, AS ITS OWN HOUSING PROJECT CLASS EXEMPT FROM AD VALOREM PROPERTY TAXES UNDER THE STATE HOUSING DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY ACT OF 1966, AND TO ESTABLISH THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF A SERVICE CHARGE IN LIEU OF SUCH AD VALOREM PROPERTY TAXES”.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Thompson

Abstain - Showalter

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the bid from William Engemann for legal services.  Council Member Lucas stated he felt this should be more of an interview process than a bid process.

MOTION BY LAWRENCE, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO AWARD THE LEGAL SERVICE BID TO WILLIAM ENGEMANN FOR ONE YEAR TO BE BILLED AT $80/HOUR CONTINGENT ON MR. ENGEMANN PROVIDING A COPY OF HIS UP-TO-DATE LEGAL MALPRACTICE BINDER INSURANCE.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Wil Engemann submitted his resignation from the Planning Commission effective immediately.

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO ACCEPT WIL ENGEMANN’S RESIGNATION FROM THE PLANNING COMMISSION.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the letter from Janell Brindley requesting a one-time adjustment on her water/sewer bill.  Council asked that Manager Youatt and Clerk Tennant contact Ms. Brindley to clarify the request.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Rick Benjamin, EDC Chairman, was present to request funding for the Economic Development Corporation.  He reported on recent changes to the EDC and reviewed their funding.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO HELP FUND THE EDC IN THE AMOUNT OF $1,000.

Yes – Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Schaiberger

Motion failed

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Pete Fabbri was present to request the use of a mechanical bull on City property during the July 12 Fabulous Friday event.  Discussion was held on liability and the potential for injury.  Mr. Fabbri presented a brochure showing the device.  Kerry Klug, Bike Week coordinator, was present in support of the mechanical bull.  

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO APPROVE THE USE OF A MECHANICAL BULL ON CITY PROPERTY FOR THE JULY 12 FABULOUS FRIDAY EVENT CONTINGENT ON OUR ATTORNEY’S REVIEW OF THEIR LIABILITY INSURANCE AND THE CITY’S INSURANCE AGENT’S REVIEW OF THIS ACTIVITY.

Yes – Ehinger, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – Ervans

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE BANNER APPLICATION FOR THE OGEMAW HILLS BIKE WEEK BANNER TO BE DISPLAYED JULY 8, 2013 THROUGH JULY 21, 2013.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No  - None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO ADJOURN AT 7:10 P.M.

