REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, JULY 15, 2013

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 6:04 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Denise Lawrence, Chad Lucas, Timothy Schaiberger, and Rusty Showalter

Absent:  None

Other officers present:  City Manager Tom Youatt, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Sergeant Steve Morris, and County Commissioner Bruce Reetz

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD JULY 1, 2013.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING HELD JUNE 14, 2013 AND THE JUNE POLICE REPORT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO GRANT A ONE-TIME WATER/SEWER ADJUSTMENT DUE TO A LEAKY TOILET FOR 320 S. EIGHTH ST. TO REFLECT A 29,000 GALLON USAGE FOR THE JANUARY 2013 BILL AND THE APRIL 2013 BILL.

Yes – Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – Ehinger

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY ERVANS, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO GRANT A ONE-TIME WATER/SEWER ADJUSTMENT DUE TO AN OUTSIDE HOSE MALFUNCTION FOR 415 N. FOURTH ST. TO REFLECT A 9,000 GALLON USAGE FOR THE JULY 2013 BILL.

Yes – Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – Ehinger

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO GRANT A ONE-TIME WATER/SEWER ADJUSTMENT DUE TO A LEAK IN THE SERVICE LINE FOR 128 HALL ST. TO REFLECT A 13,000 GALLON USAGE FOR THE JULY 2013 BILL.

Yes – Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – Ehinger

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO INCLUDE THE NAME OF THOMAS JAKE ZETTEL FOR PLACEMENT ON THE FIREFIGHTERS MEMORIAL.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the peddlers and solicitors application from Steve Treat, Buc Wheats Bar-B-Q.  Discussion was held concerning the impact these types of vendors have on the local businesses.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE PEDDLERS & SOLICITORS APPLICATION FROM STEVE TREAT TO SELL A VARIETY OF BARBEQUE PRODUCTS FOR FRIDAY NIGHTS ONLY DURING FABULOUS FRIDAY EVENTS IN THE FOOD COURT ON S. THIRD ST. 

Yes – Lawrence, Schaiberger, Thompson

No – Ehinger, Ervans, Lucas, Showalter

Motion failed

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Misty Schaiberger, Relay for Life representative, was present and requested that the Council allow purple ribbons to be placed on the light poles between 2nd St. and 4th St. until July 28.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO ALLOW RELAY FOR LIFE TO PLACE PURPLE RIBBONS ON THE LIGHT POLES BETWEEN 2ND ST AND 4TH ST. UNTIL JULY 28.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Mayor Thompson reported on the fireworks and noted that the Chamber of Commerce would be taking over this activity.

Council Member Lucas reported that there is progress on the EMS building.

Council Member Lawrence asked for an update on the graffiti.  Manager Youatt stated that the Police Department is working on this problem.

Council Member Ehinger noted that the property at 133 S. Third St. is getting cleaned up nicely.

Council Member Showalter reported that he will be attending the MML Convention and he has also signed up for some workshops on retail revitalization.  He noted that there are some boards that need to be fixed on the river walk by the firefighters memorial.

Council Member Schaiberger reported on the Planning Commission and the Hospital Board.  He noted that the Hospitals 501c3 would be done about the middle of 2014.

Council Member Ervans voiced concern about motorists trying to use the new portion of the river walk and felt that an iron pillar should be placed effectively to prohibit any confusion.  He asked if anything was being done concerning blight houses.  Manager Youatt stated that the City with NEHMAH’s help is writing a grant and part of the grant will cover blight conditions.

Manager Youatt reported on the MDOT traffic signal project at Third St. and Houghton Ave.  He also reported that the Supermotto Cross race has been changed to a stunt event.  Council Member Ervans stated that any changes to the Fabulous Friday events should come before the City Council.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO APPROVE THE PAY REQUEST FROM SAJDAK CONTRACTOR IN THE AMOUNT OF $63,294.52 AND AUTHORIZING MANAGER YOUATT TO SIGN ALL DOCUMENTS PERTAINING TO THIS PAY REQUEST.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $125,650.18. 

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION #13-19


WHEREAS, the West Branch City Council has reviewed the Federal Grant to fund Rehabilitation of Airport Lighting (Fed Project No. F-26-0097-1711), and


WHEREAS, the West Branch City Council has reviewed the Construction Contract (65635-120314) and the Construction Administration Services, and


WHEREAS, the City’s portion of the cost will be 30% and the County’s portion of the cost will be 70%,


WHEREAS, the West Branch City Council hereby approves Federal Project No. F-26-0097-1711,


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council hereby authorizes Mayor Todd Thompson to sign the documents pertaining to the Federal Project No. F-26-0097-1711.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION #13-14 AMENDMENT


WHEREAS, the City of West Branch is evaluating costs for retirement benefits, and


WHEREAS, in order for the City of West Branch to offer a cost-effective retirement plan it is determined that non-union new hires will be under a reduced benefit plan, 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of West Branch adopt the MERS Defined Benefit Plan effective July 1, 2013 with the following criteria:

1. This plan applies to all new hires

2. To receive one month of service credit an employee shall work ten 8 hour days

3. The benefit multiplier shall be 1.5%

4. Final Average Compensation shall be based on 5 years

5. Vesting period shall be 10 years

6. The required employee contribution shall be 6.15% with the employer paying no more than 2%.

7. Early Normal Retirement shall be age 55 with 25 years of service

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, that City Manager, Tom Youatt, is hereby authorized to sign all paperwork pertaining to this benefit change.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

County Commissioner Reetz reported on the PA511 budget, public transit, police cars, County budget, health care, land auction, and the veterans.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Deb Heisler invited the Mayor and Council to the Miss Victorian program to be held August 7.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO ADJOURN AT 7:04 P.M.

