REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, JULY 16, 2012

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Denise Lawrence, Chad Lucas, Timothy Schaiberger, and Rusty Showalter

Absent:  None

Other officers present:  City Manager Tom Youatt, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, DPW Superintendent Dennis Jameson, WWTP Superintendent Dan Robb, County Commissioner Beverly Scott, and County Commissioner Bruce Reetz

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

Discussion was held regarding the Police Department and whether a committee to review the aspects of the Police Department had been established. Discussion was held on whether to get a cost from the County on police protection or to form a committee to review our operation first.  Discussion was held on whether we should send out a survey and receive input from the residents.  Manager Youatt stated that if Council has any concerns about the Police Department that they let him know in writing so he can address their concerns.  Manager Youatt stated that he has the ability to cut the budget if we are not living within our means.

MOTION BY EHINGER, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO HAVE COUNCIL MEMBERS LUCAS, SHOWALTER, AND EHINGER REVIEW THE POLICE OPERATION (COVERAGE, STAFFING, ETC.) AND BUDGET WITH MANAGER YOUATT AND POLICE CHIEF WILLIAMS AND MAKE A REPORT TO THE FULL COUNCIL.

Yes – Ehinger, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter

No – Ervans and Thompson

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD JULY 2, 2012.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE DDA MEETING HELD MAY 29, 2012, THE WWTP AUTHORITY MEETING HELD JUNE 28, 2012, AND THE JUNE POLICE REPORT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Members read the letter from Helen Jennings, 234 N. Third St., thanking the City Manager and DPW for the work they did on the creek bank on N. Second St.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Mayor Thompson extended his apologies to DDA Member Damoth for acting on his removal from the DDA without having all the information.  Mayor Thompson noted that Mr. Damoth is still on the DDA.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Showalter noted several places including 300 S. Fourth St., 239 S. First St., and 134 S. Second St. appear to be in violation of the blight ordinance.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Schaiberger reported on the Hospital Board and progress on meeting with potential buyers.  Mayor Thompson voiced his disappointment that the Council does not have more involvement in this process.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Lucas reported that EMS Director Buck and he have met with the IDC regarding property in Industrial Park West.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Lucas noted that the Mayor is an ex-officio of the DDA and if he cannot attend the meeting than the Mayor Pro-Tem could attend on his behalf.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Lawrence stated she has heard a number of negative comments pertaining to the Michigan NORML float that was in the Fourth of July parade.  She felt that a letter should be written to the Chamber of Commerce informing them of the negative comments and that people should be made aware that the City of West Branch does not host or coordinate the parades.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Ehinger voiced his concern about the Keller Thoma bills.  He stated we should take a closer look at this expense.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Youatt reported that the IDC is working on a couple of lot sales.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Police Chief Williams presented the winner of the safe driving campaign, Gary Illig, a TV.  He reported that he would be adding a line item to his report business/house checks.  He reported that complaints are up this year, a search warrant, and forfeiture dollars.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

WWTP Superintendent Robb invited Council to the open house at the WWTP on July 27 from 2 p.m. – 6 p.m.  He noted that both Joe Webber and Tim Kirby recently passed certification testing.    He reported that the plant is running very efficiently, all the work is done, working on obtaining spare parts, and the O & M manual is still in production.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

DPW Superintendent Jameson reported on the work done on N. Second St., improvements to the warming house, improvements to the Community Center, the old grader, power valve wrench, air shuttle valve, spraying weeds, re-roof on the small pavilion and the north bathrooms.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $74,896.51.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY ERVANS, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO APPROVE THE PEDDLERS & SOLICITORS APPLICATION FROM THE LIONS CLUB OF WEST BRANCH TO CONDUCT THEIR ANNUAL WHITE CANE COLLECTION ON JULY 20, 2012 IN THE DOWNTOWN.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE REQUEST FROM THE WEST BRANCH LITTLE LEAGUE TO HAVE A FIREWORKS DISPLAY ON JULY 28, 2012 FOR THE LITTLE LEAGUE 10 & 11 YEAR OLD STATE FINALS.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Larry Fox was present regarding C2ae’s request for additional engineering fees on the river trail project.  Mr. Fox explained the details concerning DEQ permits, which have caused the engineering fees to exceed the estimate.  Council Member Ervans asked if Mr. Fox anticipated any additional costs.  Mr. Fox stated that he did not expect any additional fees for engineering.  Discussion was held on the bids and options if bids come in higher than expected.  Council Members Ervans and Lawrence voiced their concerns about the project and the fact that they do not believe this will be a positive impact for the City.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE AMENDMENT #1 TO THE ENGINEERING SERVICES PROPOSAL ON THE WEST BRANCH NORTH RIVER TRAIL IN THE AMOUNT OF $6,500 AND AUTHORIZING MANAGER YOUATT TO SIGN ANY DOCUMENTS PERTAINING TO THIS AMENDMENT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Commissioner Scott reported on the 911 millage, travel trailer park, nature park, transit contract, jail, AVCMH, DHD #2, Register of Deeds office, and the new roof on the County annex building.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Debra Heisler invited Council to the CST tip night at Scoops on July 17 and she invited them to the Miss Victorian Program on August 8.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO ADJOURN AT 7:40 P.M.
