REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, JULY 2, 2012

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Member William Ehinger, Kim Ervans (arrived at 6:04 p.m.), Denise Lawrence, Chad Lucas, Timothy Schaiberger, and Rusty Showalter

Absent:  None

Other officers present:  City Manager Tom Youatt, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, and Attorney Michael Juarez

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION #12-14


WHEREAS, the City of West Branch is in the process of selling a house at 251 N. Burgess St., and


WHEREAS, the Council needs to authorize signatures of city officials who will sign all documents pertaining to this sale,


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council hereby authorizes Mayor Todd Thompson and City Manager Tom Youatt, to sign all documents pertaining to the sale of the property known as 251 N. Burgess St.

Yes – Ehinger, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Ervans


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Mayor Thompson read a letter from Gabrielle Likavec requesting that the Ogemaw County Relay for Life be allowed to tie purple bows around the light poles in the downtown area.

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO ALLOW THE OGEMAW COUNTY RELAY FOR LIFE TO TIE PURPLE BOWS AROUND THE LIGHT POLES IN THE DOWNTOWN AREA FROM JULY 22 THROUGH JULY 29, 2012.

Yes – Ehinger, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Ervans


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Ervans arrived at 6:04 p.m.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD JUNE 18, 2012 AND THE SPECIAL MEETING HELD JUNE 28, 2012.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE AIRPORT BOARD MEETING HELD MAY 16, 2012.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Chief Williams introduced Travis Collins, part-time patrol officer.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Christie Blackford, Chamber Director, was present to request the closure of a street for the Pit Masters competition.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO ALLOW THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE TO USE A STREET FOR THE PIT MASTERS COMPETITION ON SEPTEMBER 15, 2012 WITH THE LOCATION TO BE DETERMINED.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Mayor Thompson stated that on July 20 during Fabulous Fridays a band has been hired and they would like to set up in front of the old Mill End building.

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO ALLOW A BAND TO SET UP ON JULY 20 IN FRONT OF THE OLD MILL END BUILDING.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Schaiberger reported on an upcoming Hospital Board meeting and he commended the Police Department for their work on the recent break ins.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Ehinger stated he feels we should look at an ordinance that would address fireworks.  Manager Youatt will check into recently adopted ordinances. 

Council Member Ehinger felt that the mowing bids should have been brought before Council when the low bidder could not meet the criteria.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Lucas reported that the EMS Authority voted to hire an architect and that Manager Youatt was asked to serve on the building committee.

Council Member Lucas voiced his extreme dissatisfaction with the DDA and their decision to award a landscape bid to the highest bidder.  He questioned Tom Damoth’s qualifications to serve on the DDA.

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO REMOVE DDA MEMBER TOM DAMOTH FROM THE DDA AS LONG AS IT IS NOT IN CONFLICT WITH THE CHARTER AND STATE STATUTE.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Lucas stated he would like the DDA to reconsider their award of the bid and felt that there should be a joint meeting between the Council and the DDA.  Member Lucas stated that the low bidder purchases his supplies locally, has a local residence, and his employees are local.

MOTION BY LAWRENCE, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO ASK THAT THE DDA RECONSIDER THEIR AWARD OF THE S. FIFTH ST. LANDSCAPE PROJECT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Lucas voiced his dissatisfaction with the DDA flower project.  Manager Youatt stated that the DDA is considering changes for next year.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Lucas stated he does not feel that a special Council should be changed once it is set.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  

Discussion was held on getting a bid from the County for police service.  Mayor Thompson, Council Members Lucas and Ehinger will sit down with Manager Youatt and develop the services we would want provided before we ask the County for a bid.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $21,516.04.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the amendment to the Engineering Services Proposal on the rivertrail.  There was discussion on DEQ requirements.

MOTION BY ERVANS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO TABLE THE AMENDMENT WITH C2AE ON THE ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR THE RIVERTRAIL UNTIL LARRY FOX IS AVAILABLE.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO ADJOURN AT 6:57 P.M.

