
REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY 
HALL, 121 N. FOURTH STREET., MONDAY JULY 7, 2014 

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members William Ehinger, Denise Lawrence, Timothy 
Schaiberger 

Absent:  Council Members Kim Ervans, Chad Lucas, and Rusty Showalter 

Other officers present:  Acting City Manager Jane Tennant, Deputy Clerk/Treasurer Debra Heisler, Police 
Chief Rodger Williams, and County Commissioner Bruce Reetz 

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance. 

MOTION BY LAWRENCE, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF 
THE REGULAR MEETING HELD JUNE 16, 2014 AND THE SPECIAL MEETING HELD JUNE 23, 2014.  

Yes – Ehinger, Lawrence, Schaiberger, Thompson 

No – None   Absent – Ervans, Lucas, Showalter  Motion carried 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * **  

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY LAWRENCE TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE 
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING HELD MAY 13, 2014. 

Yes –Ehinger, Lawrence, Schaiberger, Thompson 

No – None   Absent – Ervans, Lucas, Showalter  Motion carried 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

MOTION BY LAWRENCE, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER TO DENY THE REQUEST FROM GEORGE BUBNIS 
REGARDING MOWING CHARGES FOR 2013 ON VACANT PROPERTY LOCATED ON WEST BRANCH DR. 

Yes – Ehinger, Lawrence, Schaiberger 

No – Thompson   Absent – Ervans, Lucas, Showalter  Motion carried 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER TO DENY THE PEDDLERS & SOLICITORS REQUEST 
FROM TIM BAHNSEN. 

Yes – Ehinger, Lawrence, Schaiberger, Thompson 

No – None   Absent – Ervans, Lucas, Showalter  Motion carried 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

The request from Philomene Boik regarding a Flash Mob was postponed until the July21, 2014 
Council meeting. 



 

 Council Member Lawrence commented on the parade, Fabulous Fridays and the petting zoo. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Council Member Ehinger discussed the problem with the closing of S. Third Street for the 
Farmers Market. 

 
MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY EHINGER TO NOTIFY THE PEOPLE INVOLVED IN THE FARMERS 
MARKET THAT THE MARKET WILL MOVE TO THE SOUTH SECOND STREET PARKING LOT AS OF JULY 19, 
2014. 

Yes – Ehinger, Lawrence, Schaiberger, Thompson 

No – None   Absent – Ervans, Lucas, Showalter   Motion carried 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  * 

Mayor Thompson mentioned that the closing of North Third Street and Houghton Avenue for 
Fabulous Fridays could be potentially dangerous should there be a fire.  He said that the Fire 
Chief is not informed as to the dates of closing to plan an alternate route. 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY THOMPSON TO APPROVE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$42,656.38. 

Yes – Ehinger, Lawrence, Schaiberger, Thompson 

No – None   Absent – Ervans, Lucas, Showalter  Motion carried 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Council discussed the Auditing firm.  With all the changes happening this year the Council 
decided to check with Stephenson Gracik to extend their contract for another year of auditing 
services. 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY LAWRENCE TO TABLE THE DISCUSSION ON THE WEBSITE 
SOFTWARE UNTIL THE NEXT MEETING. 

Yes – Ehinger, Lawrence, Schaiberger, Thompson 

No – None   Absent – Ervans, Lucas, Showalter  Motion carried 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

 



MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY LAWRENCE TO ACCEPT THE QUOTE FROM HODGINS ASPHALT 
PAVING INC. FOR PAVING OF NORTH FIFTH STREET FROM THE RAILROAD TRACKS TO THE RIVER AT A 
COST NOT TO EXCEED $39,345.00. 

Yes –Ehinger, Lawrence, Schaiberger, Thompson 

No –None   Absent – Ervans, Lucas, Showalter  Motion carried 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER TO APPOINT JANE TENNANT DELEGATE TO THE 
MERS CONFERENCE AND DEBRA HEISLER AS ALTERNATE. 

Yes – Ehinger, Lawrence, Schaiberger, Thompson 

No – None   Absent – Ervans, Lucas, Showalter  Motion carried 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

MOTION BY LAWRENCE, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER TO AMEND THE PERSONNEL POLICY PAGE 31 
SECTION 9.02 HEALTH INSURANCE PACKAGE PARAGRAPH TWO TO READ 

 EMPLOYEES SHARE IN PREMIUM COSTS AT A RATE OF 14% OF PREMIUM PAID.  PREMIUM  
 PAYMENTS WILL BE AUTOMATICALLY DEDUCTED FROM TWO PAY PAYROLLS PER MONTH 
 IN EQUAL AMOUNTS. 
 
Yes – Ehinger, Lawrence, Schaiberger, Thompson 

No – None   Absent – Ervans, Lucas, Showalter  Motion carried 

* * * * * * *  * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY EHINGER TO AUTHORIZE ACTING CITY MANAGER  JANE 
TENNANT TO SIGN THE EASEMENT FOR OVERHEAD ELECTRIC LINES, EAST OF AND ADJACENT TO 5TH 
STREET AND NORTH OF AND ADJACENT TO LUCAS LANE. 

Yes – Ehinger, Lawrence, Schaiberger, Thompson 

No – None   Absent – Ervans, Lucas, Showalter  Motion carried 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY EHINGER TO ADOPT ORDINANCE #14-01 – NOXIOUS WEED 
AMENDMENT. 

Yes – Ehinger, Lawrence, Schaiberger, Thompson 

No – None   Absent – Ervans, Lucas, Showalter  Motion carried 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

MOTION BY LAWRENCE, SECOND BY THOMPSON TO TABLE THE DISCUSSION ON THE COMMUNITY 
CENTER/POLICE DEPT UNTIL THE NEXT MEETING. 



Yes – Ehinger, Lawrence, Schaiberger, Thompson 

No – None   Absent – Ervans, Lucas, Showalter  Motion carried 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 Bids for tree removal were received as follows: 

  Baird’s Tree Service  $7,500.00 

  CLJ Tree Service   $5,000.00 

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY LAWRENCE TO ACCEPT THE BID FROM BAIRD’S TREE SERVICE TO 
REMOVE ASH TREES IN IRON’S PARK FOR A COST NOT TO EXCEED $7,500.00; TAKING THE HIGHER BID 
AS THEY WILL PREFORM ADDITIONAL WORK THAT CLJ TREE SERVICE CANNOT PROVIDE. 

Yes – Ehinger, Lawrence, Schiaberger, Thompson 

No – None   Absent – Ervans, Lucas, Showalter  Motion carried 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  * 

 One bid was received from M-33 access for the purchase of our decommissioned satellite dish 
in the amount of $120.00 

MOTION BY EHINGER, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER TO ACCEPT THE BID FROM M-33 ACCESS IN THE 
AMOUNT OF $120.00 FOR THE PURCHASE OF OUR DECOMMISSIONED SATELLITE DISH. 

Yes – Ehinger, Lawrence, Schaiberger, Thompson 

No – None    Absent – Ervans, Lucas, Showalter  Motion carried 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 One bid was received from William D. Engemann, P.C. for  attorney services. 

MOTION BY LAWRENCE, SECOND BY SCHIABERGER TO ACCEPT THE ATTORNEY BID FROM WILLIAM 
D.ENGEMANN, P.C.  PROPOSAL 1 -  $80.00 PER HOUR FOR ONE YEAR, PROVIDING THAT THE 
INSURANCE IS CURRENT AND THAT AN ITEMIZED INVOICE BE PROVIDED BY THE 10TH OF EACH 
MONTH. 

Yes – Lawrence, Schaiberger, Thompson 

No – Ehinger   Absent – Ervans, Lucas, Showalter  Motion carried 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

County Commissioner Bruce Reetz was present to bring the Council up-to-date on the county 
projects. The County approved the Airport Agreement with a public hearing at 6:05p.m. on July 
21, 2014 in the Council Chambers with County Commissioners and City Council present. 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 



Brenda Simmons was present representing Dean Rau.  She questioned why Mr. Rau was not 
allowed to cut the hay behind the well house this year.  Discussion was held on this matter.   

 
MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER TO ALLOW DEAN RAU TO CUT AND BALE THE 
SECOND AND THIRD CUTTING OF HAY FROM THE FIELDS BEHIND THE WELL HOUSE. 

Yes –Ehinger, Lawrence, Schaiberger, Thompson 

No – None   Absent – Ervans, Lucas, Showalter  Motion carried 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Bob Holbrook was present to request that the City not dump snow in the park along Ripley St. 
this coming winter.  The consensus of the Council was to suspend dumping snow at that 
location. 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

Acting City Manager Tennant asked if the Council wanted to have a ground breaking ceremony 
for the Pocket Park.  She will set up a time. 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER TO GO INTO CLOSED SESSION UNDER SECTION 
MCLA 15.268 SECTION 8 (C) AT 7:10 P.M. 

Yes – Ehinger, Lawrence, Schaiberger, Thompson 

No – None   Absent – Ervans, Lucas, Showalter  Motion carried 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

MOTION BY EHINGER, SECOND BY LAWRENCE TO RECONVENE AT 7:20 P.M. 

Yes – Ehinger, Lawrence, Schiaberger, Thompson 

No – None   Absent – Ervans, Lucas, Showalter  Motion carried 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY EHINGER TO OFFER THE POLICE UNION A ONE YEAR 
CONTRACT, INCLUDING BLUE CARE NETWORK AT 12% PREMIUM CONTRIBUTION, A 2% WAGE 
INCREASE, AND SAFETY GLASSES AS PROVIDED IN THE NON UNION PERSONNEL POLICY. 

Yes – Ehinger, Lawrence, Schiaberger, Thompson 

No – None   Absent – Ervans, Lucas, Showalter  Motion carried 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY THOMPSON TO ADJOURN AT 7:27 P.M. 


