REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY JUNE 20, 2011

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Paul Frechette, Chas Lucas, Timothy Schaiberger, and Rusty Showalter

Absent:  None

Other officers present:  City Manager Tom Youatt, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, and County Commissioner Beverly Scott

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD JUNE 6, 2011 WITH THE FOLLOWING CORRECTION:

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO ADJOURN AT 8:24 P.M.

THIS WAS CHANGED TO READ:

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO ADJOURN AT 7:24 P.M.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed a request from Julie and Mike Hart, 239 S. First St., to abandon the undeveloped W. Ripley St. right-of-way between S. First St. and S. Second St.  Mr. and Mrs. Hart were present.  Discussion was held on the location of utilities and whether this right-of-way would ever be developed.  

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO PURSUE THE POSSIBILITY OF ABANDONING THIS RIGHT-OF-WAY BASED ON EXISTING UTILITY LOCATIONS.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the request from Merit Network, Inc. to access our rights-of-way.  Council Members were not familiar with this company and felt that a representative should come to a Council meeting.

MOTION BY EHINGER, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO REQUEST THAT A MERIT NETWORK, INC. REPRESENTATIVE APPEARS BEFORE COUNCIL.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO SCHEDULE THE NEXT COUNCIL MEETING FOR THURSDAY, JUNE 30 AT 5:00 P.M.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Ervans voiced concern over the house at 221 S. Second St., the long grass policy, 210 N. Burgess St., and 440 E. Houghton Ave.

Council Member Showalter voiced concern over the condition of the property at 411 S. Eighth St. and he asked that the City consider installing a four way stop at S. Sixth St. and Wright St.

Council Member Lucas reported on the EMS and questioned the legality of cars parked in the City right-of-way between the curb and sidewalk.  He reported on a new program that Waste Management is offering in other communities where you can purchase a huge heavy duty bag for $30 saving you the cost of a small dumpster.   He asked if this is something we could get for our area.  He noticed that there are some tree limbs encroaching stop signs and asked when the DPW would get these trimmed.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY ERVANS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE PAY REQUEST FROM STERLING EXCAVATION, INC. IN THE AMOUNT OF $156,499.39.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $212,766.69.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE S. VALLEY ST. PAY REQUEST IN THE AMOUNT OF $68,682.54.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO REAPPORTION WARD I AND WARD III TO EQUALIZE THE POPULATION SERVED AS RECOMMENDED BY THE ELECTION BOARD.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION 11-11


WHEREAS, on February 21, 2011 the West Branch City Council authorized 25% of the Act 51 money to be transferred from Major St. to Local St., and


WHEREAS, after further review of the budget and the construction projects that began in April it is the desire of the Council to allocate a set amount to be transferred to the Local St fund from the Major St. fund;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council does hereby authorize the transferring of $8,000 to the Local St. Fund from the Major St. Fund instead of 25% of the Act 51 money.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING POLICY:

This policy is being adopted in accordance with GASB 54 for the classifying of fund balance amounts.  The City of West Branch shall abide by the following guidelines:

1. If both restricted and unrestricted funds are available for a purpose, the restricted funds shall be used first.

2. The West Branch City Council shall establish committed fund balances by resolution.

3. Once committed fund balances are established the City Manager and/or City Clerk are authorized to assign the fund balances.

4. All budget stabilization funds shall be reported in the General Fund as committed funds.

5. Unrestricted fund balances shall be used in the following order:

a. Committed Funds will be reduced first

b. Assigned Accounts will be reduced second

c. Unassigned Accounts will be reduced last

Yes – Ehinger, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Thompson

No – Ervans, Showalter

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION #11-12


WHEREAS, GASB rules have changed and certain funds no longer can be recognized as stand alone accounts, and


WHEREAS, according to the GASB rules the West Branch City Council authorizes the closing of Fund 204 – Economic Advancement Fund with the assets to be placed in General Fund, and


WHEREAS, the assets will be classified as “Committed Funds” for the purpose of street improvement, cemetery operations and maintenance, housing resource fund shortfalls, grant match dollars as from time to time may arise, and any other infrastructure project they may need help with funding.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council does hereby authorize the closing of Fund 204 with all assets going to Fund 101.

Yes – Ehinger, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Thompson

No – Ervans, Showalter

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION #11-13


WHEREAS, GASB rules have changed and certain funds no longer can be recognized as stand alone accounts, and


WHEREAS, according to the GASB rules the West Branch City Council authorizes the closing of Fund 290 – Progress Building Fund with the assets to be placed in General Fund, and


WHEREAS, the assets will be classified as “Unassigned Funds” allowing these funds to be used for any purpose in the General Fund.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council does hereby authorize the closing of Fund 290 with all assets going to Fund 101.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY ERVANS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION #11-14


WHEREAS, the Street Debt has been paid in full, and


WHEREAS, there are some assets left in the fund, and


WHEREAS, the remaining assets will be transferred to Fund 202 – Major Street Fund as “Unassigned Funds” to be used for any work that is done in the Major Street Fund,


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council does hereby authorize the closing of Fund 315 with all assets going to Fund 202.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION 11-15


WHEREAS, the DDA scheduled several improvement projects with the intent to use some of their fund balance, and

WHEREAS, these projects included tree replacement in the downtown district and new grates in the same area, and

WHEREAS, money will be replenished in this account by the TIF collection,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council hereby amends the budget in Fund 248 – DDA Operating Fund as follows:








Budgeted

Amended

Fund 248 – DDA Operating Fund


Carry Over




$78,307

$46,354

Revenue:


403.400 Current Property Tax

$ 9,900

$10,690


664.400 Interest Income


      100

       482


TOTAL REVENUE



$15,300

$16,472

Expenditures:


703.700 Salaries & Wages


    2,000

    6,000


710.700 Overtime



           0

       600


714.700 Mand. Medicare


       100

       150


715.700 Social Security


       100

       400


729.700 Flower Project


    3,000

    4,000


782.700 Administration


       500

    1,000


935.700 Improvements


       600

       225



938.700 General Improvements

    2,000

  15,000



941.700 Equipment Rental


       500
                6,500


946.700 Expenses



       100

       650


956.701 Food Expense


       400

       600


TOTAL EXPENDITURES



$22,600

$48,425






Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO APPOINT RUSTY SHOWALTER AS DELEGATE TO THE ANNUAL MERS MEETING AND TO APPOINT CHAD LUCAS AS ALTERNATE.

Yes – Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – Ehinger, Schaiberger

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

County Commissioner Scott reported on the airport building dedication, the fly-in, travel trailer park, deer park, ORV officer for Mills Twp., Equalization Department, budget, and windmills.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO ADJOURN AT 7:10 P.M.

