REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, JUNE 21, 2010

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Paul Frechette, Chad Lucas, Timothy Schaiberger, Rusty Showalter

Absent:  None

Other officers present:  City Manager Tom Youatt, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, and Attorney Christine Juarez

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

Dale Bronson introduced himself as candidate for Road Commissioner.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD JUNE 7, 2010.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE IDC MEETING HELD MAY 12, 2010 AND THE MAY TREASURER’S REPORT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Doug Pattullo and Pat Burkheiser, West Branch Regional Medical Center representatives, were present to give a quarterly report.  Council Member Lucas asked if the hospital was looking at affiliating or merging with another hospital.  Mr. Pattullo stated that the Board is looking at all aspects that will keep our hospital viable.  Mayor Thompson asked why it took so long to close the OB Department when it was losing $500,000 per year for the last few years.  Mr. Pattullo stated that there were other services that were helping to sustain the OB; however, that is no longer happening.  Discussion was held on physician recruiting techniques and what physicians are looking for as far as lifestyle and working conditions.  Council Member Schaiberger asked if there were plans to convert the OB Department.  Mr. Pattullo stated that they are looking at several options for use of this area.  

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO SCHEDULE A SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING FOR JUNE 30 AT 3:00 P.M. FOR THE PURPOSE OF MAKING ADJUSTMENTS TO THE 2009/2010 BUDGET.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO REAPPOINT COUNCIL MEMBER LUCAS TO THE EMS AUTHORITY.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO SCHEDULE THE FIRST REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING IN JULY FOR JULY 6 AT 7:00 P.M.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Showalter reported on the Ogemaw Hill Recreation Committee meeting.  He stated they are looking at using the facility for more events and they are looking to put in an 18-hole disk golf course.  Discussion was held on the rental property.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Lucas reported that EMS union negotiations have started and they did not receive the grant for the bariatric cot.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Ehinger noted tall grass at several locations.  He also noted the poor condition of a house and outbuilding on S. Second St.  Discussion was held on the weed ordinance and the notification process.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Schaiberger commended the Police Department for their quick response to a recent incident.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Youatt reported on the good turn out for Flag Day, the Fly-In at the Airport, the water tower demolition, and the alley paving and patchwork bids.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Showalter noted that Fabulous Fridays have started and this would be a good place to solicit funds for the fireworks.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE MAY FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $43,954.31.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPOINT MANAGER YOUATT AS OFFICER DELEGATE TO THE ANNUAL MERS MEETING AND TO APPOINT COUNCIL MEMBER SHOWALTER AS ALTERNATE.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Youatt stated that the Vactor and an operator went to Rose City to help clean up after their flooding problem.  It was the consensus of the Council that they would not be charged for the use of the equipment or the man-hours.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION #10-11


WHEREAS, the construction of the water system is coming to a close, and


WHEREAS, all the proceeds from the bond sale have been expended, and


WHEREAS, it was the intention to finish paying for the construction of the water system with funds from the Water Replacement Fund;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council hereby adopts the following budget amendment:

Fund 592 – Water Replacement Fund


Carry Over
Amended

 
542,303       
493,868


Budgeted
Amended

Expenditures

965.594-999.700 Trans to Water Const.
0
53,435

    Total Expenditures
0
103,435

Fund 594 – Water Construction Fund



0
0

Revenue

612.400 Transfer from Water Replacement
0
53,435

    Total Revenue
0
53,435

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY ERVANS, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION 10-12


WHEREAS, during the monthly review staff compares the year to date actual with the budgeted amount; and

WHEREAS, during this review it was determined that Fund 209 – Cemetery Fund would exceed its budget; and

WHEREAS, the budget adjustment is due to increased costs in wages and equipment rental to maintain Brookside Cemetery, and

WHEREAS, Fund 209 will have a shortfall in revenue due to low interest rates, and

WHEREAS, it has been determined that the Economic Advancement Fund (204) will need to subsidize the Cemetery Fund;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council hereby amends the budget in Funds 209 and 204 as follows:

204 – Economic Advancement Fund


Carry Over




817,863

777,821

Expenditures:

969.701 Trans to Cemetery Fund


  17,000

  34,042


TOTAL EXPENDITURES


  19,000

 142,042

209 – Cemetery Fund 


Carry Over




    1,947
                6,639

Revenue:


610.400 Trans from Econ. Advance.

           0

   34,042

628.400 Foundations




        500

     1,100

629.400 Grave Openings



     5,500
                 4,000

642.400 Sale of Lots




     5,000

     1,500

664.400 Interest Income



        500
                      50

695.400 Miscellaneous



        500

          75

696.400 Trans from Cem P. C.


   20,000                            2,400


TOTAL REVENUE



   32,000
                43,167

Expenditures:

703.700 Salaries & Wages



   11,900

    13,500

714.700 Mandatory Medicare


        200

         300

715.700 Social Security



        700

         900

720.700 Workers Compensation Premium

        400                               675

922.700 Public Utilities



        200                               300

941.700 Equipment Rental



   15,000

    19,500

956.700 Expenses




     1,400
                  1,300


TOTAL EXPENDITURES


  32,000

    38,475
Yes – Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – Ehinger

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Heather Grace came before the Council concerning her paperwork she had submitted for City Attorney consideration.  Mayor Thompson stated that it had been reviewed at the previous meeting.  She asked that the Council discuss this further.  Mayor Thompson noted that since action was taken at the last meeting Council would have to vote to bring it back to the table.

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO BRING THE ATTORNEY CONTRACT BACK TO THE TABLE.

Yes – Lucas and Showalter

No – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Schaiberger, Thompson

Motion failed.

Ms. Grace asked how she could insure that in the future she could have the opportunity to speak about her qualifications.  Manager Youatt asked her to resubmit her resume next year and he will respond to her in writing when the meeting will be held that will address the City Attorney’s contract.

Denise Lawrence, 328 N. Sixth St., stated that over a year ago she asked to see an itemized statement from the City Attorney and feels it would be prudent on the Council’s part to receive a statement.  Attorney Juarez stated that if that were the Council’s desire her company would comply and provide itemized statements.  Ms. Grace also thought it would be beneficial to receive a quarterly statement to see if there could be a savings.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO ADJOURN AT 8:05 P.M.

