REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, JUNE 7, 2010

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Paul Frechette, Chad Lucas, Timothy Schaiberger, Rusty Showalter

Absent:  None

Other officers present:  City Manager Tom Youatt, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, Attorney Michael Juarez, Attorney Christine Juarez, and County Commissioner Beverly Scott

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION #10-10


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that it is hereby deemed advisable to authorize Consumers Energy Company to make changes in the streetlighting service as provided in the Standard Streetlighting Contract between the Company and the City of West Branch in accordance with the Authorization for Change in Standard Streetlighting Contract dated as of June 24, 1985, heretofore submitted to and considered by this Council.


AND FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and City Clerk be and are authorized to execute such authorization for change on behalf of the City.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD MAY 17, 2010.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECON BY SCHAIBERGER, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE WWTP AUTHORITY MEETINGS HELD APRIL 22, 2010 AND MAY 27, 2010, DDA MEETING HELD APRIL 27, 2010, PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING HELD MAY 11, 2010, OGEMAW COUNTY EMS MEETING HELD MAY 20, 2010, AND THE MAY POLICE REPORT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Schaiberger voiced concern about the graffiti that was on the building of ABC Medical.  Chief Williams noted that a report was filed and the graffiti removed in a timely manner.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Ervans noted that there are a lot of lawns that need mowing.  Manager Youatt stated that 50 letters went out last week.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Showalter stated he asked for the S. Eighth St. and N. Fifth St. projects to be placed on the agenda again.  He stated he feels it is very important to approve the work on these streets due to their poor condition and our responsibility to our constituents.  Council Member Ervans stated he feels it would be better to wait a year and assess our financial situation at that time.  Council Member Showalter stated that approval of this project would have no bearing on the lay off or the condition of the General Fund.  Mayor Thompson stated he couldn’t see spending the money on a street project when there is a wage freeze and a lay off.  He further stated that he feels there are more pressing issues at this time.

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO APPROVE THE S. EIGHTH ST. AND N. FIFTH ST. PROJECTS.

Yes – Ehinger, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter

No – Ervans, Frechette, Thompson

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Lucas reported that the EMS is back downtown until the weather gets cold again.  He stated he would like to find a location in town that would be suitable for their winter needs.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Youatt reported that he had attended the MML Region 6 meeting last Friday.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the legal services agreement.  Council Member Schaiberger asked about Heather Grace’s qualifications and Juarez & Juarez’s background.  The Juarez’s noted that the time spent on City issues varies greatly and they take pride in getting the City’s work done in a timely manner.

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO APPROVE THE MUNICIPAL LEGAL SERVICES CONTRACT WITH JUAREZ & JUAREZ P.C. FROM JULY 1, 2010 TO JUNE 30, 2011.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $194,528.91.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO HIRE STEPEHSON GRACIK TO PERFORM THE CITY’S AUDIT FOR 5 YEARS WITH THE FOLLOWING FEE SCHEDULE:  2010 - $18,950; 2011 - $19,325; 2012 - $19,700; 2013 – $20,095; 2014 - $20,495.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

County Commissioner Scott reported on the deer park, travel trailer park, airport fly-in, airport terminal project, the jail open house, health insurance, and a scheduled workshop to hear ideas on how to reduce costs.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Mayor Thompson voiced his frustration with the cost of engineer fees for projects in general.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Christie Blackford, Chamber of Commerce Director, stated she submitted several events that were published in the True North magazine.  She distributed a copy of the magazine to Council.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO ADJOURN AT 7:54 P.M.

