REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, JANUARY 9, 2012

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Denise Lawrence, Chad Lucas, Timothy Schaiberger, and Rusty Showalter

Absent:  None

Other officers present:  City Manager Tom Youatt, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, and Attorney Michael Juarez

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION #12-04


WHEREAS, pursuant to the terms of the District Library Establishment Act, 1989 PA 24, MCL 397.171 et seq (“DLEA”), Edwards Township, Ogemaw Township, West Branch Township and the City of West Branch, all located in Ogemaw County, Michigan, originally established the West Branch District Library (“District Library”) by agreement dated April 11, 2000 (“Prior District Library Agreement”);


WHEREAS, in 2003, the District Library desired to add Horton Township as a participating member in the District Library and approved the Amendment to the West Branch District Library Agreement dated March 12, 2003 (“2003 Amendment”) adding the territory of Horton Township to the District Library District;


WHEREAS, as a condition of the 2003 Amendment, voters in Horton Township approved the existing District Library millage of .30 mill;


WHEREAS, after the 2003 Amendment, the District Library consisted of the jurisdictional boundaries of Edwards Township, Ogemaw Township, West Branch Township, the City of West Branch, and Horton Township;


WHEREAS, at an election in May 2009, the voters of the District Library and the voters in Foster Township approved the District Library millage of .4 mill for ten (10) years beginning with the 2010 levy;


WHEREAS, in order to finalize the clear intent of the Foster Township voters, the West Branch District Library Board desires to amend further the Prior District Library Agreement, as amended by the 2003 Amendment, in the time specified in Foster Township’s resolution in order to add Foster Township as a participating municipality, to add all territory in Foster Township to the District Library District and to provide for the amendments as required by Section 25 of the District Library Establishment Act, MCL 397.195, and the Prior District Library Agreement;


WHEREAS, with Foster Township as a participating municipality, the financial resources of the District Library will be enhanced; and


WHEREAS, as required by Section 25 of the DLEA, MCL 397.195, the District Library, the City of West Branch, West Branch Township, Edwards Township, Ogemaw Township, Foster Township and Horton Township desire to enter into this amendment to their Prior District Library Agreement, as amended by the 2003 Amendment, to add Foster Township as a participating municipality and to add the territory of Foster Township to the West Branch District Library District.


WHEREAS, the District Library believes allowing Foster Township to become part of the West Branch District Library would be in the best interests of the health, safety and welfare of District Library residents; and


WHEREAS, as a participating municipality, the City of West Branch may approve any amendment to the Prior District Library Agreement, as amended.


THEREFORE, be it resolved by the City council of the City of West Branch as follows:

1. The City Council approves the amendment to the West Branch District Library’s Prior District Library Agreement, as amended by the 2003 Amendment, as provided in the Second Amendment to the District Library Agreement attached as Exhibit A (“Second Amendment”) to add Foster Township as a participating municipality and all territory located in Foster Township to the District Library District as more fully set forth in Exhibit A.

2. The City Council authorizes the City Manager to make any non-substantive changes to the amendment if required before the Second Amendment is approved by the State Librarian.

3. Any resolution or portions of resolutions inconsistent with this Resolution are repealed.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD DECEMBER 19, 2011.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE WWTP AUTHORITY MEETING HELD DECEMBER 22, 2011 AND THE DECEMBER POLICE REPORT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO APPROVE THE REQUEST FROM KATHY REARDON, FUND CHAIR, TO HOLD THE RELAY FOR LIFE EVENT IN IRONS PARK JULY 21 & 22, 2012 WITH SET UP APPROVED FOR LATE FRIDAY (JULY 20) AFTERNOON.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE BANNER APPLICATION FROM THE WEST BRANCH CREATIVE ARTS ASSOCIATION TO HANG THE VICTORIAN ART FAIR BANNER FROM JULY 30, 2012 THROUGH AUGUST 13, 2012.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO APPOINT WILLIAM EHINGER AS MAYOR PRO-TEM.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION #12-01


WHEREAS, the West Branch City Charter requires that the Council adopt a resolution stating the time and place of its regular meetings, and


WHEREAS, it is recommended that this be done on an annual basis,


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council will hold its regular meetings in the Council Chamber of City Hall, 121 N. Fourth St. unless there is a resolution to change the meeting location due to special circumstances, and


FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, that all regular Council meetings will begin at 6:00 p.m. unless the Charter dictates otherwise or there is a resolution to change the meeting time due to special circumstances, and


FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council shall meet on the 1st and 3rd Monday of each month unless there is a resolution to change the meeting date due to special circumstances.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – Schaiberger

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING PROCLAMATION:

PROCLAMATION #12-01


WHEREAS, Paul Frechette was very dedicated to the citizens of the City of West Branch, and


WHEREAS, Paul served diligently on the West Branch City Council from January 3, 2000 through December 31, 2011, and


WHEREAS, the City could always depend on Paul to give of his time for the citizens of the City of West Branch, and


WHEREAS, Paul thought of the City needs before he thought of his own needs, and


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council recognizes Paul Frechette for his hard work and dedicated service to the City of West Branch, and


FURTHER, BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council hereby wishes Paul well in his future endeavors.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Mayor Thompson read a letter from the West Branch Housing Corporation that was received in December.  The letter addressed property that they donated to Maplewood Manor and will be passed on to the Assessor.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $60,804.57.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO APPROVE PNC BANK, FIRSTBANK, NORTHLAND AREA FEDERAL CREDIT UNION, AND INDEPENDENT BANK FOR DEPOSITS AND INVESTMENTS OF CITY FUNDS.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO APPROVE THE FOLLOWING SIGNATURES ON ALL BANK ACCOUNTS WITH ALL CHECKS REQUIRING TWO SIGNATURES:  TODD THOMPSON, WILLIAM EHINGER, TOM YOUATT, AND JANE TENNANT AND TO REMOVE PAUL FRECHETTE’S NAME FROM ALL ACCOUNTS.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION #12-02


RESOLVED, that it is hereby deemed advisable to authorize Consumers Energy Company to make changes in the lighting service as provided in the Standard Lighting Contract between the Company and the City of West Branch, dated June 24, 1985, in accordance with the Authorization for Change in Standard Lighting Contract dated as of December 27, 2010, heretofore submitted to and considered by this Council; and


RESOLVED, further that the West Branch City Clerk be and are authorized to execute such authorization for change on behalf of the City.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO APPROVE THE CITY’S PORTION OF THE OGEMAW FIRE DEPARTMENT BUDGET IN THE AMOUNT OF $24,523.00.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION #12-03


WHEREAS, the City of West Branch Police Department staff applied for a USDA grant to help fund a new Police Patrol Vehicle, and


WHEREAS, the City of West Branch was awarded the grant, and


WHEREAS, the matching funds are available in the Equipment Fund, 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council hereby accepts the USDA grant in the amount of $14,000 for a Police Patrol Vehicle, and


FURTHER, BE IT RESOLVED, that Mayor Thompson is hereby authorized to sign all documents pertaining to the acceptance of the Police Patrol Vehicle grant from the USDA.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO ADJOURN AT 7:50 P.M.

_______________________________________

Todd Thompson, Mayor

________________________________________

Jane Tennant, Clerk

Approved:  January 23, 2012

