
REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY 
HALL, 121 N. FOURTH STREET, MONDAY JULY 21, 2014  
 
Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  
 
Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Denise Lawrence 
Chad Lucas, Timothy Schaiberger, and Rusty Showalter 
 
Absent:  None 
 
Other officers present:  Deputy Clerk/Treasurer Debra Heisler, Police Chief Rodger Williams, County 
Clerk Gary Klacking, County Commissioners Bruce Reetz, Brenda Simmons, Pete Hennard, and Ron 
Quackenbush,   
 
All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
MOTION BY LAWRENCE, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF 
THE REGULAR MEETING HELD JULY 7, 2014. 
 
Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson 
 
No – None    Absent – None    Motion carried 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 
MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE 
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING HELD JUNE 17, 2014 AND THE JUNE POLICE REPORT 
 
Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson 
 
No – None    Absent – None    Motion carried 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
 Philomene Boik was present to request street closure for a Flash Mob at Houghton 
 Ave. and Third Street by the traffic light for October 2, 2014.  The first day of the  
 Quilt walk. 
 
MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER TO ALLOW THE FLASH MOB TO TAKE PLACE ON 
OCTOBER 2, 2014 AT NOON, AT HOUGHTON AVENUE AND THIRD STREET WITH STREET CLOSURE AT 
11:30 AM TO 12:30 PM FROM SECOND STREET TO FOURTH STREET. 
 
Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson 
 
No – None    Absent – None    Motion carried 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  * 
 



Mayor Todd Thompson opened the public hearing on the Airport Agreement at 6:09 p.m. 
Discussion was held on the concern of the entities being able to pay their share.   

 
MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY ERVANS TO CLOSE THE PUBLIC HEARING AT 6:15P.M. 
 
Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson 
 
No – None    Absent – None    Motion carried 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
MOTION BY ERVANS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER TO APPROVE THE AIRPORT AGREEMENT AND 
AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR AND CITY CLERK TO SIGN THE AGREEMENT. 
 
Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger 
  
No – Showalter and Thompson  absent – None    Motion carried 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
 MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY LUCAS TO DENY THE PEDDLERS & SOLICITORS APPLICATION 
FOR OSVALDO AVILA-MARTINEZ. 
 
Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson 
 
No – None    Absent – None    Motion carried 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 
MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY ERVANS TO BRING BACK TO THE TABLE THE DISCUSSION ON 
THE FARMERS MARKET LOCATION. 
 
Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson 
 
No – Schaiberger   Absent – None    Motion carried 
 

** * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

Pete Fabbri was present representing the merchants of the city and the vendors at the Farmers 
Market, requesting it is left on Third Street. 

  
 Much discussion was held on the pros and cons of having the Farmers Market at the  
 Third Street location; after which, Council member Lucas called the question halting any 
 further discussion. 
 
MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SHOWALTER TO RETURN THE FARMERS MARKET TO THE SOUTH 
THIRD STREET LOCATION. 
 



Yes – Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson 
 
No – Ehinger    Absent – None     Motion carried 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
 Heather Johnson of the West Branch Area Chamber of Commerce was present to thank 
 the Council for allowing the 4th of July parade to be held at 6:00 pm this year.  She also 
 informed the Council of several things in the works for the area.  There is discussion of 
 bringing back Heritage Days and there is a new project called the Quilt Trail which will highlight 
 the barns in our area. 
 
 She also discussed the need for signs directing people to our Municipal parking lots. 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 
MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER TO MOVE THE SEPTEMBER MEETINGS TO THE 8TH 
AND THE 22ND AS THE 1ST OF SEPTEMBER IS LABOR DAY. 
 
Yes- Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson 
 
No – None    Absent – None    Motion carried 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
 Council discussed having a work session to review the applications for City Manager. 
 Monday, July 28, 2014 at 5:00 p.m.  the Council will hold a work session in the council 
 chamber.  Deputy Clerk/Treasurer Heisler will post the meeting. 
 

* * * * *  * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
 Council member Lucas gave a report on the EMS building and verbally resigned from the 
 EMS board.  He asked that Council member Lawrence be appointed as his replacement. 
 
MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY ERVANS TO ACCEPT CHAD LUCAS’ RESIGNATION FROM THE 
EMS BOARD WITH REGRET AND TO THANK HIM FOR HIS MANY YEARS OF DEDICATION TO THAT 
BOARD, AND TO APPOINT DENISE LAWRENCE TO THE EMS BOARD. 
 
Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson 
 
No – None     Absent – None    Motion carried 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

Council member Lawrence commented that the satellite dish is gone but the pole still remains.  
Also the electronic dumpster has not arrived yet.  She also mentioned that the east end of Lucas 
Lane has no sign.   

 



 Discussion was also held on the Fireworks and that some areas are still having them going 
 off.  Chief Williams said to call the police.   
 
 Council member Showalter thanked the council and all present for the support of the Fireworks   
 this year.  It was a big success and they have almost enough for the show next year.  The  
 committee will continue to fundraise through the year. 
  
 Council member Showalter also asked if it was possible for him to have a City credit card 
 in his name as he does travel to the MML Convention and has had problems in the past 
 with using the City credit card with Jane’s name on it. 
 
MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER TO OBTAIN A CITY CREDIT CARD WITH RUSTY 
SHOWALTER’S NAME ON IT SAID CARD TO REMAIN AT CITY HALL UNTIL NEEDED FOR CONFERENCES. 
 
Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson 
 
No – None    Absent – None    Motion carried 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY LUCAS TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $20,849.82 
 
Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson 
 
No – None    Absent – None    Motion carried 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

Council received a request for a handicap parking space in the South Second Street parking lot; 
to be located in the first space on the southeast side of the lot.  Currently there are no handicap 
spaces in that lot.  Discussion was held and the North Second Street parking lot has no handicap 
parking spaces either. 

 
MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY SHOWALTER TO APPROVE THE REQUEST FOR A HANDICAP 
SPACE IN THE SOUTH SECOND STREET PARKING LOT AND TO HAVE A HANDICAP PARKING SPACE 
PLACED IN THE NORTH SECOND STREET PARKING LOT ALSO. 
 
Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson 
 
No – None    Absent – None    Motion carried 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY ERVANS TO TABLE THE GRIFFIN RD AND/OR PARKWAY DRIVE 
PAVING COST SHARE WITH THE IDC PROJECT. 
 
Yes – Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Showalter 
 



No – Ehinger, Schaiberger  Absent – None    Motion carried 
 

 * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY ERVANS NOT TO APPOINT A HEARING OFFICER AT THIS TIME. 
 
Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson 
 
No – Lucas    Absent – None    Motion carried 

  
** * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 
Council member Showalter made a presentation about the Community Center and Police 
Department on behalf of the committee.   It is the recommendation of the committee that the 
Community Center be made into the police office. 

 
MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER TO MOVE THE POLICE DEPARTMENT TO THE 
COMMUNITY CENTER AT A COST NOT TO EXCEED $20,000.00 
 
Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter  
 
No – Lawrence, Thompson  Absent – None    Motion carried 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY SHOWALTER TO APPROVE THE WEBSITE SOFTWARE UPDATE 
AT A COST OF $3,000.00 SETUP AND AN ANNUAL FEE OF $760.00 
 
Yes – Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter 
 
No – Ehinger, Ervans, Thompson Absent – None    Motion carried 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
MOTION BY ERVANS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER TO ACCEPT OPTION 2 ON THE AUDIT PROPOSAL AND 
TO AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR TO SIGN THE CONTRACT WITH STEPHENSON,GRACIK. 
 
Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson 
 
No – None    Absent – None    Motion carried 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
MOTION BY ERVANS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER TO AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR TO SIGN THE POLICE 
UNION CONTRACT. 
 
Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter,  Thompson 
 



No – None    Absent – None    Motion carried 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
 County Commissioner Pete Hennard addressed the council in reference to the  
 ballot proposals for the August 5, 2014 primary.  He also commended Council 
 member Lucas for his dedicated service to this community. 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 
 Pete Fabbri addressed the council on having a Friday event on Labor Day weekend. 
 The Fabulous Friday events end August 8, 2014 this year but they would like to have 
 A West Branch Grand Ole Opry event on August 29, 2014 from 5pm to 10pm. 
 They would want the show mobile and would like to close down North Fourth 
 Street by City Hall for this event. 
 
MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SHOWALTER TO ALLOW THE NORTH FOURTH STREET CLOSURE 
FOR AUGUST 29, 2014. 
 
Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson 
 
No – None    Absent – None    Motion carried 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  * 
 
MOTION BY LAWRENCE, SECOND BY ERVANS TO POST THE CITY CLERK’S POSITION 
 
Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson 
 
No – None     Absent – None    Motion carried 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
 Mayor Thompson wanted to address the Peddlers & Solicitors requests along with the 
 Fabulous Friday group.  There seems to be inconsistencies with the process.  The process 
 should be they come to the City Council for the Peddlers & Solicitors permit.  If approved 
 they then go to the Fabulous Friday committee for placement during the event.  Some of 
 the vendors have not come to the City for approval. 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 
MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY THOMPSON TO ADJOURN AT 8:20 P.M. 
 
 
 


