
REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY 
HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, JULY 6, 2015. 
 

Mayor William Ehinger called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Present:  Mayor William Ehinger, Council Members Kim Ervans, Jim Hasty, Denise Lawrence, David 
Lucas, Timothy Schaiberger, and Rusty Showalter. 
 
Absent: None 
 
Other officers present:  City Manager Heather Grace, Clerk/Treasurer John Dantzer, Deputy 
Clerk/Treasurer Michelle Frechette, DPW Superintendent Dennis Jameson, and Police Chief Ken Walters 
 
All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY LAWRENCE, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF 
THE REGULAR MEETING HELD JUNE 15, 2015, THE SPECIAL MEETING HELD JUNE 30, 2015, AND 
THE MINUTES OF THE WORK SESSION HELD JULY 2, 2015. 

 
Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Hasty, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter 

 
No – None                           
 
Motion carried 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 
MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY LAWRENCE, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE 
DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY MEETING HELD JUNE 2, 2015, THE WASTEWATER 
TREATMENT PLANT AUTHORITY SPECIAL MEETING HELD MAY 14, 2015, AND THE LOOP 
GROUP/WAYFINDING SIGN MEETING HELD MAY 21, 2015 

 
Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Hasty, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter 

 
No – None     

 
Motion carried 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 

Manager Grace noted that there were some communications that were received and shared with 
Council however no action was needed on any of the communications.  Manager Grace did note that 
another change to the cable lineup was received. 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 



Bob McGrail, CEO of the Hospital, updated Council on the affiliation progress and submitted a new 
resolution reapproving the initiation of the affiliation process for John Tolfree Health System 
Corporation (West Branch Regional Medical Center) needed for the transfer.  He noted that the new 
501C3 nonprofit corporation was created and it is awaiting the transfer of assets.  He further noted that 
as a municipal owned Hospital, they are subject to FOIA and that no one would be willing to put a bid in 
for the purchase if the other Hospitals could then FOIA the bid.  Member Showalter asked Manager 
Grace if she had time to review the resolution.  Manager Grace noted that she did not see anything of 
concern in it and that it was just as Bob had explained and that at the time of transfer, it would no 
longer be a part of the City and no longer be deemed a municipal health organization. 
 

MOTION BY HASTY, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION. 
 

 
RESOLUTION 15-15 

 
REAPPROVING THE INITIATION OF THE AFFILIATION PROCESS FOR JOHN TOLFREE HEALTH 
SYSTEM CORPORATION (WEST BRANCH REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER) 
 
WHEREAS, the healthcare industry is complex and constantly changing: 
 
WHEREAS, an affiliation with another organization may be advantageous to the City of West 
Branch and John Tolfree Health System Corporation, a Michigan municipal health facilities 
corporation doing business as West Branch Regional Medical Center and its subsidiaries and 
other affiliates (“Hospital”), for among other reasons; potential access to a larger physician base, 
potential increased access to capital, potential advantages in physician recruitment, and 
potential expansion of clinical services to the West Branch Community; 
 
WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees of the Hospital has approved the initiation of an affiliation 
process and the transfer of assets of the Hospital to a non-profit entity and will proceed with the 
affiliation process with another medical facility with the goal of improved medical services to 
the West Branch community; and 
 
WHEREAS, under MCL 331.1306, City Council approval is required for the transfer of ownership 
or operations of some or all of its municipal health care facilities and related assets or health 
services. 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council approved similar resolutions in Resolution #14-15, but such 
resolution make reference to the affiliation occurring on or before June 1, 2015 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council is aware that progress that has been made in planning and taking 
actions necessary to transfer the Hospital assets to the new entity as described below. 
 
THEREFORE, IT IS RESOLVED: that in the judgement of the City Council, it is deemed advisable 
and for the benefit of the City of West Branch and the Hospital and the City Council approves 
and affirms the Hospital’s creation of a new, separate non-profit corporation, John Tolfree 
Hospital (Non-Profit Entity”), and approves the transfer of the Hospital assets, including all of its 
municipal health care facilities and related assets or health services s to the Non-Profit Entity, in 
order to facilitate such an affiliation. 



 
FURTHER RESOLVED, that any and all actions previously taken by the officers of the Hospital in 
the name and on behalf of the Hospital which are consistent with the above shall be and the 
same hereby are ratified, approved and affirmed in all respects. 
 
FURTHER RESOLVED, that any reference to a requirement that an affiliation occur before a 
certain date be revoked and waived. 
 
Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Hasty, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter 

 
No – None     

 
Motion carried 
 

Member Showalter also thanked the Hospital on behalf of the fireworks committee for allowing them to 
use Hospital property during the fireworks. 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 

Bonnie Miner approached Council on problems with deer in the City.  Mrs. Miner noted that the deer 
have knocked over chairs and tables and even broke a window at her house.  She noted that over the 
last couple of years they have become a big problem and they aren’t just eating flowers, they are 
destroying property.  She noted that she has talked to the DNR and that she was told someone from the 
City should be contacting her.  Member Showalter noted that they did receive a response on the issue 
from Mark Boersen of the DNR.  He noted that the DNR did supply them with some remedies to try and 
help and that if they did not work, then the homeowner should contact the DNR directly.  It was noted 
that the DNR would have to have several recorded events before they issue a permit to the City to do 
something with the deer.  Mrs. Miner did note that she has already tried several of the remedies and 
has contacted the DNR many times.  Member Ervans noted that he has had success with deer repellant 
on his plants.  Mrs. Miner noted that she isn’t having problems with them eating her plants; it is with her 
vegetables and fruits.  She also noted that it is hurting her curb appeal and therefore her property value.  
Manager Grace noted that in her conversation with Mr. Boersen of the DNR, he notified her that he has 
only received one complaint in the City of West Branch on deer and that it doesn’t appear that Mrs. 
Miners’ complaints are getting to the proper person.  She also noted that until something is issued by 
the DNR, the Council has no actions they can take to do anything with the deer.  Manager Grace 
recommended calling and speaking with Mr. Boersen directly from now on so they know the complaints 
are getting recorded.  Mrs. Miner also noted that it’s not that she doesn’t like the deer and doesn’t want 
them killed off but that there are just getting to be too many of them and maybe they can be 
transferred to the local deer refuge. 
 
Shirley Lake also spoke and noted that she has tried all kinds of sprays and that she has not been able to 
keep the deer from eating her plants.  She also noted that some of the problem is from people within 
the City limits feeding deer.  Member Ervans noted that feeding them is legal.  Manager Grace noted 
that she did ask the DNR and was told they are allowed to feed up to 2 gallons at any one time for 
recreational feeding and that because it is a State regulation, any ordinance to limit the feeding would 
therefore not be able to be enforced.   
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

 



Mayor Ehinger noted that he had received several favorable comments on the fireworks and the 
location that they were at this year.  He noted that the parade was well attended.  He also noted that 
the fabulous Fridays event was also well attended.   
 
Mayor Ehinger noted that the City has a vehicle that is issued to the City Manager and it is kept at the 
DPW garage.  He mentioned that Manager Grace attends several meetings at all hours of the days and 
has been putting extra miles and time on her car because it would actually be going out of the way to 
come back and get the vehicle every time she needed it and that they should allow her to take the 
vehicle home and then be able to use it for work related events.  Member Ervans also noted that the 
DPW garage area is also fairly dark at night and that it probably isn’t a good idea to have her there by 
herself switching vehicles all the time.  Member Showalter noted that all of the rest of the Department 
heads have been allowed to do the very same thing because they have to come in at different times for 
work related stuff so it would only be fair to offer it to her as well. 
 

 
MOTION BY EHINGER, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO ALLOW THE CITY MANAGER TO TAKE THE 
CITY VEHICLE HOME AND BE ABLE TO USE IT FOR WORK RELATED ACTIVITIES. 

 
Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Hasty, Lawrence, Schaiberger, Showalter 

 
No – Lucas                           
 
Motion carried 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 
Manager Grace noted that the Zoning Board of Appeals meeting that was scheduled for July 7 did not 
happen because they did not have a quorum and that they had one member resign before the meeting.  
She also noted that she did receive some interest from Kara Fachting on replacing him and that she has 
had about eleven years of service with the County dealing with zoning issues from a previous job. 
 

 MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO APPOINT KARA FACHTING TO THE 
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS. 

 
Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Hasty, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter 

 
No – None                           
 
Motion carried 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
   
Member Ervans asked about the status of the house on Hall Street that was talked about at a previous 
meeting and that he thought we were going to go and board it up some.  Manager Grace noted that she 
did send out a certified letter to the homeowner, which was returned, notifying him that the City would 
be taking action is something was not done.  Member Ervans asked about the need to even have him 
notified and it was noted that according to the nuisance ordinance we do have to notify them.  
Superintendent Jameson noted that just recently a dumpster has been brought in and that people have 



been there working on cleaning it up.  Manager Grace noted that she will continue to monitor the 
situation. 
 
Member Lucas noted that he was able to see all but the low flying fireworks from his house and that it 
was a great show.   
 
Member Showalter noted that he is now resigned from the fireworks committee and was out of town 
during the show but did get onto Facebook to check things and did not see a single bad comment on 
them this year.  He also noted that there were other resignations from the committee but wished the 
new committee well in the future 
 
Member Lawrence reminded everyone this week’s Fabulous Fridays is the talent show and that people 
could still sign up to be in the show.  She also noted that she was unable to walk with the Fabulous 
Fridays kazoo band but enjoyed watching them and the entire parade.  She noted that she was coming 
into town during the fireworks and could start seeing them from as far as the Jacksonville Store, north of 
the M-33 M-55 crossing.  She also noted that both her and Manager Grace attended the last EMS 
meeting together.  
 
Member Schaiberger noted that the parade was very well attended. 

 
Manager Grace noted that she was a part of the kazoo band and has had many great compliments about 
the parade and the fireworks as well.  She also noted that the past couple of Fabulous Fridays events 
were very well attended and the attendance has been over a thousand for each one.   
 
Manager Grace noted that Governor Snyder has been very big into regionalization of programs and has 
been working on the regionalization of MDOT.  We will still be a part of the North Region but we will be 
dealing with the Alpena branch instead of the Gaylord branch.  Manager Grace did have a meeting with 
one of the Alpena representatives and she indicated that West Branch is planned for some repairs that 
will be done at the same time there are here to do work on I-75 which should be relatively soon. 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO APPROVE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$24,886.07. 

 
Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Hasty, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter 

 
No – None 

 
Motion carried 

 
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

 
Manager Grace updated all in attendance on the water bill advertisement insert opportunity.  She noted 
that the water bills can weigh up to a certain weight and are able to be mailed at the same rate.  Iif 
someone had something that was for advertisement or of concern for the citizens then we could put 
them in with the bills as long as it did not go over that weight and increase the costs to the City.  She 



also noted that the person is required to help insert them into the bills.  Manager Grace then noted that 
they did have one request from The Crafts Emporium and a copy of the ad was given to Council. 
 

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO ALLOW THE CRAFTS EMPORIUM INSERT 
AS PRESENTED AS LONG AS IT DOESN’T GO OVER THE ALLOWABLE WEIGHT AND RAISE THE 
POSTAGE COST. 

 
Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Hasty, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter 

 
No – None 

 
Motion carried 

 
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

 
MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE FOLLOWING 
PROCLAMATION. 

 
PROCLAMATION 15-07 

 

 WHEREAS, for many years the City of West Branch has supported the annual Airport Fly In 

presented by the Experimental Aircraft Association, and 

 

 WHEREAS, Dennis and Joan Weiss have been very dedicated to the Experimental Aircraft 

Association, EAA Chapter 1253, and  

 

WHEREAS, Dennis and Joan Weiss have served diligently for fourteen years on the board 

including time as president and secretary respectively, 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED, that the City of West Branch hereby commends Denis and Joan 

Weiss for their dedication to the community throughout these fourteen years, and  

 

FURTHER, BE IT PROCLAIMED that the West Branch City Council herby wishes Dennis and Joan 

well in their future endeavors, and  

 

 FURTHER, BE IT PROCLAIMED that the West Branch City Council continues to give their support 

and encouragement to the West Branch Community Airport Fly In and the Experimental Aircraft 

Association. 



Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Hasty, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter 
 

No – None 
 

Motion carried 
 

 
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

 
Kerry Zaske approached Council about having a kickoff parade for the Relay for Life on July 18, 2015 at 
11:00am.  She noted that they would like to have a parade that would start in the downtown area and 
hopefully increase awareness for the Relay.  She further noted that they would like to start at the red 
light downtown and march to Irons Park where the relay is held.  They would just have a banner and 
people walking and no floats or anything like that would be involved.   
 
Mayor Ehinger noted that his only concern was that MDOT does limit the amount of closures that they 
can do in a year and they have been asking for more and more over the years.  Manager Grace did note 
that they are becoming stricter and came down to inspect our plans for the 4th of July which they 
haven’t done before.  She further noted that since they have been moved to the Alpena office, they 
have not met with that new rep and is unsure if they are any more or less strict than whom we have 
dealt with in the past. 
 
Member Schaiberger noted that he would like to see it happen but also had concerns with the amount 
of closures we have been asking for from MDOT. 
 
Member Showalter asked about the number of participants expected for the parade.  Tom and Kerry 
Zaske noted that they expected approximately 100.  Tom further noted that if it would help, they would 
not need both lanes so they could continue to keep traffic moving while they walk in one lane.  He also 
noted that they could turn off on Burgess Street and go into the Park through the covered bridge at the 
end of Burgess.  Mayor Ehinger asked Chief Walters if that would pose any issue if they had a police 
escort and only closed down one lane.  Chief Walters said it wouldn’t be an issue to him but he has 
concerns with what MDOT would have to say on it because it was his understanding that any blockage 
would require their approval. 
 
Member Schaiberger noted that because of the shorter route that was talked about it couldn’t be more 
than a 20 minute walk and really wouldn’t affect traffic much if at all so would they even need to notify 
MDOT.  DPW Superintendent Jameson noted that he has a meeting with our new MDOT rep if needed.  
Manager Grace and Mayor Ehinger both noted that if it was a moving escort and the lane not shut down 
permanently then they wouldn’t need to apply through MDOT and that they have done that for other 
things in the past such as Little League.    
 

 MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO ALLOW A MOVING ESCORT FROM 
THIRD STREET TO BURGESS ON JULY 18, 2015 AT 11:00 AM FOR THE RELAY FOR LIFE KICK OFF. 

 
Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Hasty, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter 

 
No – None 

 



Motion carried 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 
Manager Grace read a written request from Heather Tolfree on adding a sidewalk on Griffin Rd. due to 
the fact that there are several people walking to and from Ausable Valley Mental Health building and 
they are currently using the edge of the street and it is very dangerous due to the number of workers 
and delivery trucks going in and out of that area. 
 
Mayor Ehinger noted that there are also other several other roads that still do not have sidewalks and 
some that are in need of repair so we would have to come up with a way to pay for it. 
 
Manager Grace noted that most of the area for the sidewalk is in the IDC district and that they do have 
money available for improvement and upgrades and she could the IDC Board if that is something they 
would like to contribute money to. 
 
Mayor Ehinger noted that if the request came from a citizen then they would have to pay a portion of 
the cost. 
 
Member Showalter noted that most of the people are people going to work there and some of them 
may have a more severe handicap than others and it is dangerous.  He also noted that part of the 
problem is that they want the sidewalk on the wooded side of the road and not the side where the 
buildings are. 
 
Member Schaiberger noted that it is definitely something we need to look into seeing if the IDC would 
be interested. 
 
Mayor Grace noted that she also had a request to have some sidewalk work done around the corner of 
First and Houghton.  Member Ervans noted that that spot was promised to be fixed by Manager Youatt 
several times but never was.   
 
Manger Grace noted that they do have $9,000 budgeted towards sidewalks and the only other sidewalk 
work they have noted so far is in front of City Hall. 
 
 

MOTION BY ERVANS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO HAVE MANAGER GRACE GET QUOTES FOR 
THE SIDEWALK WORK REQUIRED ON THE CORNER OF FIRST AND HOUGHTON AND FOR THE 
SIDEWALK ON GRIFFIN. 

 
Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Hasty, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter 

 
No – None 

 
Motion carried 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 



Manager Grace submitted the renewal of the water/sewer rates to remain the same as it was last year.  
She also noted that the State has a new Asset Management Plan (AMP) that will take affect soon and 
will mostly likely cause our rates to go up because they are going to require us to factor in and project 
out for 40 years our replacement costs.  She also noted that if Cities do not adjust to this new plan, the 
State could possibly withhold the renewal of the waste water treatment plant yearly permits. 
 
 

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO APPROVE THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION 
 . 

RESOLUTION #15-16 

 

WATER AND SEWER RATES 

 

 WHEREAS, the West Branch City Council is authorized by Ordinance to set water and sewer 

rates by resolution, and 

 

 WHEREAS, the rates are established to cover all financial obligations of the water system and 

the sewer system, and 

 

 WHEREAS, the West Branch City Council and staff have performed an in depth review of the 

rate structures; 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council hereby sets rates for 

the water and sewer systems as follows: 

 

 Water O & M  

1. First 10,000 gallons or any part thereof (minimum charge) $21.70 
2. Over 10,000 gallons $2.17/thousand 

 

Water Debt 

1.  $1.30/thousand gallons 
 

Sewer O & M 

1. First 10,000 gallons or any part thereof (minimum charge) $48.30 
2. Over 10,000 gallons $4.83/thousand 

 



Sewer Collection 

1. First 10,000 gallons or any part thereof (minimum charge) $7.50 
2. Over 10,000 gallons $.75/thousand 

 

Sewer Replacement and Improvement 

1.  First 10,000 gallons or any part thereof (minimum charge) $.80 
2. Over 10,000 gallons $.08/thousand 

 

Sewer Debt 

1. $6.26/thousand gallons 
 

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, that in order to maintain financial stability in the water and sewer 

funds the West Branch City Council hereby establishes a 1% increase annually on October 1 for the 

Water O & M rates, Sewer O & M rates, Sewer Collection rates, Sewer Replacement & 

Improvement rates. 

 
Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Hasty, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter 

 
No – None 

 
Motion carried 

 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 
Manager Grace noted that she received correspondence from Phil Stephens of Steurnol McLaren on the 
grave openings rates.  Manager Grace noted that the current rates are broken up into different amounts 
based on what time of the day and what day of the week the burial takes place.  Mr. Stephens 
requested that we charge one rate which is easier than having to tell people who are trying to plan a 
funeral and deal with the loss of a loved one that they are going to have to pay more depending on what 
day or time of the day they would like their loved one to be buried.  He recommended possibly charging 
the higher amount so the cost is always covered and then they can pick any time of the day or and day 
of the week for the burial.   
 

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO SET THE CEMETERY BURIAL RATES AS $500 
FOR A FULL CASKET BURIAL REGARDLESS OF TIME OF DAY OR WEEK AND THE RATES FOR THE 
BURIAL OF CREMAINS AT $250 REGARDLESS OF TIME OF DAY OR WEEK. 

 
Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Hasty, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter 



 
No – None 

 
Motion carried 

 
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

 
 
Mayor Ehinger noted that the DDA has requested to have an ordinance in order to deal with people 
climbing on the fountain at the Downtown Victorian Park. 
 
Member Showalter shared that recently they have received pictures and videos from people’s cell 
phones that showed children climbing on and stealing money out of the fountain.  He noted that his 
major concern is not the taking of the money but that someone is going to get hurt.  He noted that the 
money that is collected out of there is going to charities so he is disappointed that people would steal 
the money when it is going to good causes.  He also noted that they would like some way to reprimand 
the children.  Member Showalter also noted that Officer Godfrey has caught a couple of kids but 
couldn’t do anything about it.  Member Ervans raised concern of the liability if someone were to be 
injured climbing on or out of the fountain.  Member Showalter noted that because it is posted do not 
climb on then they wouldn’t be held liable.  Manager Grace noted that typically the courts would view 
that as an open and obvious danger and would therefore most likely not be held liable for any injuries.  
Member Hasty asked about the possibility of the courts looking at it as an attractive nuisance.  Manager 
Grace noted that current court cases have not viewed that as an attractive nuisance.  Chief Walters was 
concerned that they would be able to enforce anything unless it was a civil infraction.   He noted that if 
an adult is on the fountain, then they could arrest them for disorderly conduct but nothing they could do 
for children.  He noted that if you wanted something to address something then you would want to set 
up steps to first notify the parents and then if the behavior doesn’t change, they can be issued a fine.  
Mayor Ehinger noted that we should look to other municipalities that have fountains and see if they 
have any ordinances in effect.          
 

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SHOWALTER TO HAVE MANAGAER GRACE LOOK FURTHER 
INTO WHAT OTHER MUNICIPALITIES WITH FOUNTAINS HAVE FOR THEIR ORDINANCE AND TO 
FURHTER LOOK INTO WHAT WE CAN DO. 
 
Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Hasty, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter  
 
No – None 

 
Motion carried 

 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 
Gerald Lehman requested the road off of M-30 that goes back to the City’s wells be named Schick Dr.  
He noted that there were three generations that farmed that area and were big supporters of the 
fireworks in the past and the City in general.  Mayor Ehinger noted his concern that by naming the road, 
it may encourage people to drive on it thinking it goes somewhere and they don’t want traffic back to 
the wells.  Member Showalter noted that it is just a service drive and that there is a gate so it would stop 



them anyway.  Manager Grace noted that she would not want to have it designated as a road as it is just 
a service drive and possibly named it Schick Service Drive and have another sign that says authorized 
personnel only.  She further noted that she does not think they should put the name of the road on the 
portion that services the clinic but only where it goes back to the wells because they wouldn’t want any 
confusion created by who is going to be responsible for the clearing of that drive as it is now the 
responsibility of the clinic.  Mr. Lehman noted that there is hope if the need arises to possibly building 
more stuff in that area in the future.   Manager Grace again stated that her main concern is that they 
don’t signal to the public that this is some place you can now go and that they don’t unintentionally 
obtain a liability to maintain the road by naming it.  Mayor Ehinger recommended holding off on any 
decisions until they can find out if they have future plans for the drive and therefore not be a service 
drive.  Manager Grace noted that she would contact Ogemaw Township Supervisor Dennis Stephens to 
see if he knew of any planned expansion. 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 
Bids for the City Attorney were opened with the only bid being received from the current attorney 
William Engemann at a rate of $85 an hour. 
 
Member Schaiberger asked about the possibility of having it renoticed in order to try and get more bids. 
 
Mayor Ehinger asked to see if it is even an option to have it renoticed. 
 
Member Schaiberger noted that his rate is being proposed at a $5 an hour raise and that he doesn’t feel 
as if he should be receiving a higher rate.  He also noted that he would like to see it go back out to bid to 
see if they can get anyone else to give us a bid.  Manager Grace noted that if Attorney Engemann did not 
agree with this, then they would be without an attorney until the new bids would come in.  Member 
Schaiberger noted that with Manager’s Grace background in law that maybe they wouldn’t need one for 
the short term while it was being noticed for rebids.  Member Schaiberger noted that he was just not 
happy with receiving the one bid. 
 

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY EHINGER TO EXTEND THE CURRENT CONTRACT WITH 
ATTORNEY ENGEMANN AT HIS CURRENT RATE OF $80 AN HOUR FOR ONE MONTH AND 
RENOTICE IT FOR BIDS . 
 
Yes – Ehinger, Lawrence, Schaiberger  
 
No – Ervans, Lucas, Showalter, Hasty 

 
Motion failed 

 
 
Member Ervans asked if it was required to have a City attorney.  Manager Grace noted that under our 
Charter we are required to have a City attorney; however, there isn’t really anyone to enforce that but it 
would leave the City open to lawsuits. 
 
Member Lawrence noted that increased rate of $85 an hour is still a cheap price to pay for an attorney. 
 



Member Showalter agreed that is was a cheap price and Member Schaiberger agreed as well but noted 
it was the quality of work he was concerned about.  Member Showalter noted his concern of the 
ramifications of something going wrong and not have an attorney.  He also noted that he thinks it would 
be unfair to ask Attorney Engemann to continue at his old lower rate while we look for someone to bid 
against him.  Member Showalter further stated that is seemed to be fairer to offer him to continue at 
the increased rate of $85 for two months and then repost it to see if we get any other bids.  Member 
Schaiberger also noted that he was disappointed that they did not get any other bids from the local 
lawyer community.  Member Lawrence noted that when they hired Manager Grace it was agreed that 
even though she has a license to practice law, she was not going to be used as the City’s lawyer.  
Member Showalter also noted that it wouldn’t be fair to have her take care of the work usually 
performed by the City attorney without compensating her for it. 
 

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY HASTY TO EXTEND THE CONTRACT WITH ATTORNEY 
ENGEMANN AT HIS INCREASED RATE OF $85 AN HOUR FOR TWO MONTHS. 
Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Hasty, Lawrence, Lucas, Showalter  
 
No – Schaiberger 

 
Motion carried 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY EHINGER TO REPOST THE NOTICE TO BID FOR CITY 
MUNICIPAL ATTORNEY. 

 
Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Hasty, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter  
 
No – None 

 
Motion carried 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 
Manager Grace updated the Council that at the last meeting of the West Branch Creative Arts, they 
approved helping to pay to have the bad parts of the paved walkway at Irons Park redone.  They noted 
that they would pay 1/3 of the total cost of having the job done.  Manager Grace noted that they did 
have a bid of $7,190 submitted by Hodgins Asphalt and that the Creative Arts would pay $2,397 and the 
City would then be responsible for $4,793.  Manager Grace noted that they did have money set aside in 
the Parks and Recreation budget in the amount of $3,000 for repairs so it wouldn’t be enough to cover it 
completely.  She further noted that they could do a line item amendment to transfer additional funds 
from the general fund to cover it. 
 
Member Schaiberger asked DPW Superintendent how this would affect him.  Superintendent Jameson 
noted that it would help them immensely and that it is getting in bad shape in some spots. 
 

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY EHINGER TO APPROVE THE RERPAIRS TO THE 
WALKWAY AT IRONS PARK AS SUBMITTED, NOT TO EXCEED $7,190 TOTAL AND AS LONG AS 
THE WEST BRANCH CREATIVE ARTS PAYS 1/3 OF THE TOTAL COST. 



Member Hasty asked if this was going to be done before the Victorian Art Fair.  Superintendent Jameson 
noted that he would talk to Hodgins Asphalt and see if they can get it done before then. 
 

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Hasty, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter  
 
No – None 

 
Motion carried 

 
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

 
Manger Grace noted that she did receive a request from the Fabulous Fridays group to waive the event 
license needed for the Peddlers and Solicitors License due to the fact that they are a not for profit 
organization.  Member Schaiberger noted that the main reason behind the license is to monitor people 
that are trying to make money off the citizens as a business and that the Fabulous Fridays group is not 
trying to make money, they are actually making money for the City.  Member Hasty noted that if they 
waive the fee, that does not release them from requiring them to get the proper Health Department 
Licenses just that they didn’t have to pay a fee.  Member Lawrence noted that both she and Manager 
Grace have gone over the procedure and that the Fabulous Fridays group will monitor that. 
 

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER TO WAIVE THE PEDDLERS AND 
SOLICITORS SPECIAL EVENT LICENSE FEE DUE TO THE FACT THAT THEY ARE A NON-PROFIT 
ORGANIZATION. 
 
Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Hasty, Lawrence, Schaiberger, Showalter  
 
No – Lucas 

 
Motion carried 
 

 
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

 
Mayor Ehinger adjourned the meeting at 7:55 pm. 


