REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 N. FOURTH ST., MONDAY, MARCH 1, 2010

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Paul Frechette, Chad Lucas, Timothy Schaiberger, and Rusty Showalter

Absent:  None

Other officers present:  City Manager Tom Youatt, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, and Attorney Michael Juarez

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD FEBRUARY 15, 2010.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE OGEMAW HILLS RECREATION BOARD MEETING HELD JANUARY 22, 2010.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Paul Olson, Municipal Underwriters of Michigan, was present to review the City’s liability and property insurance policy.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE 2010/2011 INSURANCE PREMIUM IN THE AMOUNT OF $45,798.00.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Christie Blackford, Chamber of Commerce President, was present to request approval for the 2010 events.  The letter highlighting the events indicated that a detailed summary of each event would be presented to the City Manager one month in advance of each event.

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO APPROVE THE FOLLOWING EVENTS FOR 2010:

APRIL 17 – ART WALK & WINE TASTING

MAY 15 – WEST BRANCH MASONIC LODGE 125 YEARS PARADE

MAY 22-23 – WEST BRANCH CLASSIC ROAD RACE

JUNE 18-SEPTEMBER 3 – FABULOUS FRIDAYS

JULY 1-3 – BEVERAGE TENT WITH ENTERTAINMENT

JULY 4 – PARADE

JULY 16 – SHOW OFF YOUR IRON

JULY 17 – BIKE PARADE

DECEMBER 4 – ART WALK & WINE TASTING

DECEMBER 11 – CHRISTMAS PARADE

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Mayor Thompson stated he would make appointments to Boards and Commissions at the next regular meeting.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Schaiberger reported on the MML conference in Frankenmuth.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Lucas reported on the EMS Authority.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $73,361.94.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, THAT THE MARCH 8 BOARD OF REVIEW SESSION WILL BE HELD AT CITY HALL STARTING AT 9:00 A.M.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Discussion was held on the proposed rate for customers outside of the City limits.  Mayor Thompson stated he did not feel we should reduce those customers’ bills.  Manager Youatt explained that there has been a ruling that two times the rate for customers outside of a jurisdiction may be excessive and he was recommending that we charge one and a half times the City rate.

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO INTRODUCE THE FOLLOWING ORDINANCE:

ORDINANCE #10-04

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND TITLE V OF THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH CODE OF ORDINANCE TO CHANGE §52.35 – CHARGES FOR WATER SERVICE

THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH ORDAINS:

SECTION 1:  That the City of West Branch, Michigan Code of Ordinances is hereby amended to change §52.35 – CHARGES FOR WATER SERVICE to read as follows:

(C) The following water rates are hereby adopted effective April 1, 2010 for all water customers outside of the City limits:

(1) First 10,000 gallons or any part thereof (minimum charge) $26.25 plus $1.56 per thousand gallons used

(2) Over 10,000 gallons at $3.74 per 1,000 gallons.

SECTION 2:  That the City of West Branch Michigan Code of Ordinances is hereby amended to change §52.35 – CHARGES FOR WATER SERVICE.  Letters (C), (D), and (E) will be changed in succession to letters (D), (E), and (F).

SECTION 2:  Severability

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or portion of this Ordinance is for any reason held invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, said portion shall be deemed a separate, distinct and independent provision and such holding shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance.

SECTION 3:  Repealer

All former ordinances or parts of ordinances conflicting or inconsistent with the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby repealed.

SECTION 4:  Effective Date

This Ordinance shall become effective 15 days after its adoption.

Yes – Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter

No – Ehinger and Thompson

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the establishment of a discount sewer rate for Laundromats.  Ron Selley, owner of Selley’s Cleaners, was present and was looking for an additional reduction in costs not just the evaporation discount.  He was concerned about the increased water/sewer rates and how this affects his business.  Council Members felt they needed additional time to review this concern.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Discussion was held on the proposed Utility Bill Accidental/Unintentional Use Credit Policy.  Council Member Schaiberger stated he felt he should abstain from voting on this issue because he is related to a person making a specific request.  Mayor Thompson stated that this policy was not just for one person it is a policy that would be used for anyone in a similar situation in the future.  Council Member Ervans asked why the policy was just limited to the sewer and that he felt it should include a reduction in the water.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO ESTABLISH THE UTILITY BILL ACCIDENTAL/UNINTENTIONAL USE CREDIT POLICY FOR BOTH WATER AND SEWER USAGE.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the proposal for design and construction phase engineering services for S. Valley St. reconstruction.  Manager Youatt stated that this project is eligible for partial funding through federal and state projects and in order to have the project ready for this funding work needs to begin now.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, HIRE C2AE FOR DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION PHASE ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR S. VALLEY ST. RECONSTRUCTION WITH A NOT TO EXCEED FEE OF $37,200 FOR DESIGN AND AN ESTIMATED TIME AND MATERIALS CONSTRUCTION FEE OF $54,200.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO SCHEDULE A PUBLIC HEARING FOR MARCH 15, 2010 AT 7:05 P.M. ON A MICHIGAN NATURAL RESOURCES TRUST FUND GRANT APPLICATION TO ASSIST IN FUNDING THE CONSTRUCTION AND EXTENSION OF THE CITY’S RIVERTRAIL SYSTEM.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO APPROVE THE SALE OF LOT 17 INDUSTRIAL PARK WEST IN THE AMOUNT OF $40,000 WITH THE STIPULATION THAT CONSTRUCTION MUST START ON OR BEFORE MAY 31, 2010 AND AUTHORIZING MAYOR THOMPSON TO SIGN ALL DOCUMENTS PERTAINING TO THE SALE.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO ADJOURN AT 8:10 P.M.

