REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, MARCH 15, 2010

Council Member Timothy Schaiberger called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Council Members William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Paul Frechette (arrived at 7:09 p.m.), Chad Lucas, Timothy Schaiberger, and Rusty Showalter

Absent:  Mayor Todd Thompson

Other officers present:  City Manager Tom Youatt, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, Attorney Christine Juarez, and County Commissioner Beverly Scott

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION BY EHINGER, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPOINT CHAD LUCAS AS ACTING MAYOR AT THIS MEETING SINCE THE MAYOR AND MAYOR PRO-TEM ARE NOT PRESENT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Schaiberger, Showalter

No – None

Absent – Frechette and Thompson

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD MARCH 1, 2010.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Schaiberger, Showalter

No – None

Absent – Frechette and Thompson

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY ERVANS, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING HELD JANUARY 26, 2010; DDA MEETING HELD JANUARY 26, 2010; WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT AUTHORITY MEETING HELD FEBRUARY 25, 2010; FEBRUARY TREASURER’S REPORT; AND THE FEBRUARY POLICE REPORT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Schaiberger, Showalter

No – None

Absent – Frechette and Thompson

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the letter from Representative Sheltrown supporting the Riverwalk project.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO TABLE THE APPOINTMENTS TO THE BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter

No – None

Absent – Frechette and Thompson

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Acting Mayor Lucas opened the public hearing on the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund grant application to assist in funding the construction and extension of the City’s Rivertrail system at 7:05 p.m.  Manager Youatt gave a brief history of the Rivertrail system and noted that a Master Plan was developed in 1994.  He stated that the City is looking at a total project cost of $286,000 with the local match of $114,400, which is 40% of the project cost.  He stated that the project includes 2 pedestrian bridges, paved pathway, and lighting.  He further stated that this is in line with the 1994 plan and eventually would tie in with the plans West Branch Township and Ogemaw Township have for their pathway system.

Council Member Frechette arrived at 7:09 p.m.

Council Member Lucas asked if the City has the money for the local match.  Manager Youatt stated that the money is available in the Economic Advancement Fund.  Member Lucas stated he did not feel this was the time to be spending money on a Riverwalk when we just increased water and sewer rates and we are in need of new streets and sidewalks.  Manager Youatt explained a grant request has been submitted for street and sidewalk improvements along with underground infrastructure, which is in line with our 10-year infrastructure plan.  Council Member Ervans stated he agreed with Member Lucas.  He also stated that he feels it is frivolous since we asked residents to pay for water and sewer improvements that they cannot afford.  Member Ervans stated he would like to talk to someone from the DNR about the rivers habitat.  Council Member Lucas stated he would like to see a grant to improve fish habitat in the river.  Council Member Frechette stated that he disagreed with Members Lucas and Ervans and felt now was the time since the DNR is looking at funding these types of projects.  He stated that if the funds are available now through the State and we have the matching funds let us use the money to work in our community.  Council Member Showalter stated that he agreed with requesting the grant at this time while funding is available.  Council Member Ehinger stated that at some time we will want to do the project and it is possible that there will not be any grant money and we end up paying for the total cost of the project, which will be even greater than today’s price.  Manager Youatt stated that we would be providing an opportunity for people to improve their quality of life.  He further stated that it draws people into the City and to the downtown business district.

County Commissioner Scott stated that when you are looking at the whole picture, a pathway from exit 212 to 215, you are only enhancing your community and helping each other.  

Lynette Benjamin, District Health Department #2, stated that she is looking at putting together an initiative for safe streets and promoting health.  She stated she endorses this program as it fits right in with the public health initiative and provides harmony between environment and humans.

No one else wished to be heard on this subject.

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO CLOSE THE PUBLIC HEARING AT 7:35 P.M.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter

No – None


Absent – Thompson


Motion carried

MOTION BY EHINGER, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION #10-05


WHEREAS, it is the desire of the West Branch City Council to expand the Riverwalk according to the 1994 Riverwalk Master Plan, and


WHEREAS, an extension to the Riverwalk will promote health and fitness in our community, and


WHEREAS, the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund has grant money available, and


WHEREAS, the City of West Branch has the matching funds available in the amount of $114,400 in the Economic Advancement Fund, and


WHEREAS, a public hearing was duly held giving the community an opportunity to comment on this Riverwalk project,


NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council hereby authorizes Manager Youatt to submit a $286,000 grant application to the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund to assist in the construction and extension of the City’s Rivertrail system, and


FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council hereby allocates 40% of the total project in the amount of $114,400 from the Economic Advancement Fund for the local match.

Yes – Ehinger, Frechette, Schaiberger, Showalter

No – Ervans, Lucas
 

Absent – Thompson

Motion carried


*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Showalter stated he would not be at the next Council meeting.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Lucas reported that the EMS Authority is getting ready to sit down with the union.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

County Commissioner Scott reported on the Airport Committee, Soil Conservation District annual meeting, Water Supply Advisory Board meeting, that May 21 is the open house for the jail, and the Building and Zoning Department.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Lucas stated he would like to see the Neighborhood Preservation Program started up again.  He reminded Council that April 13 and 14 was the MML conference.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO APPROVE THE FEBRUARY FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter

No – None


Absent – Thompson


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $87,828.35.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter

No – None


Absent – Thompson


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY EHINGER, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO AUTHORIZE CLERK TENNANT TO SIGN THE CONSUMERS ENERGY LICENSE FOR THE SEWER MAIN CROSSING THEIR PROPERTY ON NORTH FOURTH STREET.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter

No – None


Absent – Thompson


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed Ordinance #10-04 setting the water rate to non-city customers at 1-½ times the City resident’s rate.  Jay Spaulding, West Branch Township Supervisor, and Diane Philbrick, West Branch Township Treasurer, were present.  Mr. Spaulding requested that the Council consider charging non-residents the same as residents.  Ms. Philbrick requested that if this Ordinance is adopted that it does not take effect until the July billing so she has time to notify the customers that are on City water.

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO ADOPT ORDINANCE #10-04 ENTITLED, “AN ORDIANCE TO AMEND TITLE V OF THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH CODE OF ORDINANCE TO CHANGE §52.35 – CHARGES FOR WATER SERVICE”, TO BE EFFECTIVE ON THE JULY 2010 BILLING.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Schaiberger, Showalter

No – Lucas


Absent- Thompson


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed Ordinance #10-05, which, if adopted, would give an evaporation discount to Laundromats.  Manager Youatt explained that at the work session today this topic was discussed at length with Ron Selley, owner of Selley’s Cleaners.  He stated that Mr. Selley asked that the Council take a look at a tiered rate schedule; however, in the meantime Manager Youatt stated he would recommend adopting this Ordinance.  Manager Youatt further stated that this is a measurable discount according to industry standards.

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO INTRODUCE THE FOLLOWING ORDINANCE:

ORDINANCE #10-05

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND TITLE V OF THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH CODE OF ORDINANCE TO CHANGE §51.092 – RATES CHARGED TO USER

THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH ORDAINS:

SECTION 1:  That the City of West Branch, Michigan Code of Ordinances is hereby amended to change §51.092 – Rates Charged to User to read as follows:

(B) Laundromats shall receive a 5% discount on their sewer charges based on the assumption that this is the percentage of water left in the clothing when it is placed in the dryer.

Section 2:  Severability

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or portion of this Ordinance is for any reason held invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, said portion shall be deemed a separate, distinct and independent provision and such holding shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance.

Section 3:  Repealer

All former ordinances or parts of ordinances conflicting or inconsistent with the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby repealed.

Section 4:  Effective Date

This Ordinance shall become effective 15 days after its adoption.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter

No – None


Absent – Thompson


Motion carried

Denise Lawrence, 328 N. Sixth St., did not feel the Council should have introduced this Ordinance since Mr. Selley had plenty of time to address his concerns prior to the rate increase.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO ADJOURN AT 8:04 P.M.

