REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, MARCH 18, 2013

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Denise Lawrence, Timothy Schaiberger, and Rusty Showalter

Absent:  Council Member Chad Lucas

Other officers present:  City Manager Tom Youatt, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, and Police Chief Rodger Williams

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

Kerry Klug, Ogemaw Hills Bike Week Chairman, came before the Council to request the use of downtown streets for the supermoto race event on July 19.  Discussion was held on insurance and making sure set up does not start earlier than requested.

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE USE OF CITY STREETS FOR THE SUPERMOTO EVEN ON JULY 19, 2013 CONTINGENT UPON THE FILING OF PROPER INSURANCE WITH STAFF.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Lucas


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD MARCH 4, 2013.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Lucas


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE WEST BRANCH DDA HELD JANUARY 22, 2013; WEST BRANCH PLANNING COMMISSION HELD FEBRUARY 12, 2013; POLICE REPORT FOR FEBRUARY, AND THE FEBRUARY TREASURER’S REPORT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Lucas


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Members from Boy Scout Troop 971 and Cub Scout Troop 3971 were present to request to hold their annual Scouting for Food event on April 13 and April 20.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO ALLOW BOY SCOUT TROOP 971 AND CUB SCOUT TROOP 3971 TO HOLD THEIR ANNUAL SCOUTING FOR FOOD EVENT ON APRIL 13 AND APRIL 20, 2013.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Lucas


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Larry, Fox, C2ae, was present to review his proposal for the Water Reliability Study.  Mayor Thompson voiced concern over these unfunded mandates.

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE PROPOSAL FOR ENGINEERING SERVICES FROM C2AE TO PERFORM WATER SYSTEM RELIABILITY STUDY, MASTER PLAN AND HYDRAULIC MODEL IN THE AMOUNT OF $19,800 AND AUTHORIZING MANAGER YOUATT TO SIGN ALL DOCUMENTS PERTAINING TO THIS WORK.

Yes – Ehinger, Lawrence, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – Ervans


Absent – Lucas


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Showalter stated he would be absent from the next regular Council meeting.

Council Member Ervans asked about the status of the blight houses.  Manager Youatt stated he would have an update at the next meeting.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $42,117.11.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Lucas


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION #13-04


THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council does hereby authorize the transfer of up to 25% of the Act 51 money from Major 
Street to Local Street.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Lucas


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION #13-05


WHEREAS, Debra Heisler is requesting that she be allowed to purchase additional years of service through the Municipal Employees Retirement System, and


WHEREAS, Ms. Heisler has stated that she will pay the total cost to buy the additional years of service, and


WHEREAS, she is allowed to use her ICMA-RC funds to purchase the additional years of service,


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council hereby permits Debra Heisler to purchase 2 years and 7 months of additional credited service at her own expense by using her ICMA-RC funds.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Lucas


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the request from Steve Brenner, BM Construction Specialists, Inc., to encroach on the City’s alley right-of-way 3’2” behind 205 W. Houghton Ave.  Mr. Brenner’s letter stated this was needed to construct an approved 5’6” landing for a second exit, which is required by local building code.

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO APPROVE THE REQUEST TO ENCROACH 3’2” ON THE CITY’S ALLEY RIGHT-OF-WAY BEHIND 205 W HOUGHTON AVE MAKING SURE THE CITY IS HELD HARMLESS, AUTHORIZING THE CITY’S ATTORNEY TO DRAW UP THE NECESSARY DOCUMENTS, AND AUTHORIZING MAYOR THOMPSON TO SIGN THE NECESSARY DOCUMENTS PERTAINING TO THIS SUBJECT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Lucas


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY ERVANS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE BILL FROM MUNICIPAL UNDERWRITERS OF MICHIGAN IN THE AMOUNT OF $41,807.00.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Lucas


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the bids on the north river trail project as follows:

1.  Sajdak Contractor, Prudenville, MI

$160,148.55

2.  Katterman Trucking, Inc., Hale, MI

$163,508.87

3.  J. R. Heineman & Sons, Inc., Saginaw, MI
$166,729.85

4.  Pete’s Contracting, Falmouth, MI


$173,946.71

5.  Lynch Trucking




$199,698.41

6.  John Henry Excavating



$208,689.00

7.  LJ Construction, Inc.



$212,601.50

8.  Graham Construction



$234,010.72

9.  Bayshore Contractors



$270,286.00

Larry Fox, C2ae, was present and stated that favorable references came back on the low bidder.  Mr. Fox provided the subcontractors at Mayor Thompson’s request.  Mayor Thompson stated that all contractors should be urged to use local subcontractors.

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO AWARD THE NORTH RIVER TRAIL PROJECT BID TO SAJDAK CONTRACTOR IN THE AMOUNT OF $160,148.55 AND AUTHORIZING MANAGER YOUATT TO SIGN ALL CONTRACT DOCUMENTS.

Yes – Ehinger, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – Ervans, Lawrence

Absent – Lucas

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Kelly Sancrant, 406 N. Fourth St., was present to request that the Council reconsider the ordinance that prohibits pit bulls.  It was the consensus of the Council to take a look at the ordinance.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY LAWRENCE, TO ADJOURN AT 6:55 P.M.

