REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, MARCH 21, 2011

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Paul Frechette, and Chad Lucas

Absent:  Council Members Timothy Schaiberger and Rusty Showalter

Other officers present:  City Manager Tom Youatt, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, and Attorney Michael Juarez

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD MARCH 7, 2011.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Absent – Schaiberger, Showalter

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING HELD FEBRUARY 22, 2011 AND THE FEBRUARY TREASURER’S REPORT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Absent – Schaiberger, Showalter

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Larry Fox, C2ae, was present and updated Council on the 2011 Infrastructure Project and the S. Valley St. Project.  He noted that the contractor asked to start a week early on the S. Valley St. but was reluctant to take a week off at the end.  Mr. Fox stated that if Council agrees to the early start date but does not take that time off of the end there would be additional costs.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Discussion was held on C2ae’s proposal for proposal for design and construction phase engineering services for the North River Trail Project.  Council Member Ervans stated he felt this was a new project and that this service should go out for bid.  Mayor Thompson stated he felt this was an ongoing project with C2ae.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO APPROVE THE DESIGN AND BIDDING PHASE SERVICES FOR THE NORTH RIVER TRAIL PROJECT FROM C2AE AT A COST NOT TO EXCEED $17,600 AND TO APPROVE THE CONSTRUCTION ENGINEERING SERVICES FROM C2AE AT A COST NOT TO EXCEED $19,700 AND AUTHORIZING THE MANAGER TO SIGN CONTRACTS WITH C2AE PERTAINING TO THE NORTH RIVER TRAIL PROJECT.

Yes – Ehinger, Frechette, Lucas, Thompson

No – Ervans

Absent – Schaiberger, Showalter

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Discussion was held on the request for proposals that were currently out for engineering services.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO APPROVE THE FEBRUARY FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Thompson

No- None

Absent – Schaiberger, Showalter

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $200,310.23.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Absent – Schaiberger, Showalter

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the Blight Ordinance (#11-03).  Mayor Thompson encouraged Council Members to read through it carefully and contact Manager Youatt with any questions or concerns.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Youatt reported that after contacting several area dentists he is recommending that the City does not eliminate the fluoride in the water.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Kerry Klug, Ogemaw Hills Bike Week representative, was present to request permission to have a motorcycle race on Houghton Ave. and N. Fourth St.  Mr. Klug stated that bails of hay and snow fence would outline the track and there would be a large number of safety personnel around the track.  He also stated that speed would not exceed 60 mph.  Manager Youatt stated he has been in contact concerning this event and will follow up with them tomorrow.  Several business owners were present in support of this event and stated that it would be a Fabulous Friday event.  Police Chief Williams voiced concern about crowd control and the City’s ability to properly police the event.  Discussion was held on the City’s liability if they approve this event.  Attorney Juarez stated he would like to see footage of this event from another City and talk to that City to see what problems came up, if any.  He noted that the City’s liability would need to be assessed by their insurance company. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO ADJOURN AT 7:15 P.M.

