REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, MARCH 4, 2013

Mayor Pro-Tem William Ehinger called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Pro-Tem William Ehinger, Council Members Kim Ervans, Denise Lawrence, Chad Lucas, Timothy Schaiberger, and Rusty Showalter

Absent:  Mayor Todd Thompson

Other officers present:  City Manager Tom Youatt, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, and County Commissioner Bruce Reetz

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

Council reviewed the waste hauling bids as follows:

1.  Waste Management, Wixom, MI


1st year

$9.62/unit








2nd year
$9.86/unit








3rd year
$10.11/unit


Option 1 – weekly pick up of trashcans in downtown
No charge


Option 2 – recycling 2 – 40 yd compactors annual fee
$3,312/compactor








Plus

$335/load

Fuel surcharge – In the event diesel fuel prices increase above the base level of $4.25 per gallon, the contract pricing shall increase $.01 for each $.04 increase in diesel fuel above the base amount.

2.  Sunrise Disposal Services, Oscoda, MI

1st year

$13.20/unit








2nd year
$13.60/unit*








3rd year
$14.01/unit*



*The rate per unit MAY be increased annually by an average of 3%, reflecting the annual increase in the Consumer Price Index for the previously corresponding period.


Option 1 – weekly pick up of trashcans in downtown
No charge


Option 2 – recycling 2 – 40 yd compactors annual fee
$4,200/compactor








Plus

$300/container/trip

No additional fuel surcharge.

3.  Republic Services, Flint, MI


1st year

$8.74/unit








2nd year
$9.00/unit








3rd year
$9.27/unit


Option 1 – weekly pick up of trashcans in downtown
No charge


Option 2 – recycling 2 – 40 yd compactors annual fee
$3,900/unit



Includes 40 pulls per year at no additional charge

Fuel surcharge – Should fuel exceed the base price of $4.25 an increase or decrease of $.04/unit/month shall be applied for each incremental $.10/gallon over and above the base price of diesel fuel.

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO AWARD THE WASTE COLLECTION BID TO REPUBLIC SERVICES AND AUTHORIZING MAYOR THOMPSON TO SIGN THE CONTRACT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter

No – None


Absent – Thompson


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY LAWRENCE, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD FEBRUARY 18, 2013.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter

No – None


Absent – Thompson


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES FROM THE WELLHEAD PROTECTION PROGRAM MEETING HELD JANUARY 31, 2013.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter

No – None


Absent – Thompson


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY ERVANS, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO APPROVE THE BANNER APPLICATION FROM THE KIWANIS CLUB OF WEST BRANCH TO HAVE THEIR BANNER DISPLAYED NOVEMBER 8, 2013 THROUGH NOVEMBER 15, 2013, WEATHER PERMITTING.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter

No – None


Absent – Thompson


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO APPROVE THE BANNER APPLICATION FROM THE WEST BRANCH ANNUAL QUILT WALK TO HAVE THEIR BANNER DISPLAYED SEPTEMBER 21, 2013 THROUGH OCTOBER 5, 2013.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter

No – None


Absent – Thompson


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO PARTICIPATE IN THE MISS VICTORIAN SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM IN THE AMOUNT OF $250.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger Showalter

No – None


Absent – Thompson


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO PURCHASE A QUARTER PAGE IN THE LION’S DISTRICT 11-E2 CONVENTION PROGRAM IN THE AMOUNT OF $25.00.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter

No – None


Absent – Thompson


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO GRANT A ONE-TIME WATER/SEWER REDUCTION FOR 429 STATE ST. TO REFLECT A USAGE OF 15,000 GALLONS.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter

No – None


Absent – Thompson


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the letter from Chris Galea, owner of G’s Pizzeria at 200 W. Houghton Ave., concerning 10 minute parking and handicap parking.

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY SHAIBERGER, TO INSTALL A 10-MINUTE PARKING SIGN IN FRONT OF G’S PIZZERIA DUMPSTER ON SOUTH SECOND STREET AS REQUESTED BY THE OWNER OF 200 W. HOUGHTON AVE.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter

No – None


Absent – Thompson


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Paul Olson, agent for Michigan Township Participating Plan, was present to review the City’s liability insurance.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Pete Fabbri was present to review the Fabulous Friday schedule for 2013.

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO APPROVE THE USE OF CITY SIDEWALKS/STREETS FOR THE FOLLOWING EVENTS:

JUNE 10 – BACK TO THE BRICKS PROMO TOUR

JUNE 14 – MADE IN THE MITTEN

JUNE 21 – FARM FRESH (HOUGHTON AVENUE CLOSURE)

JUNE 28 – WEST BRANCH’S GOT TALENT

JULY 5 – CLASSY CHASSIS (HOUGHTON AVENUE CLOSURE)

JULY 12 – SIDEWALK RODEO

JULY 19 – ON A STEEL HORSE I RIDE (HOUGHTON AVENUE CLOSURE)

JULY 26 – PAINTING THE TOWN

AUGUST 2 – LOGS AND LEGENDS (HOUGHTON AVENUE CLOSURE)

AUGUST 9 – GIRLS JUST WANNA HAVE FUN

AUGUST 16 – DOWNTOWN DINNER PARTY

AUGUST 23 – HOMETOWN HEROES (HOUGHTON AVENUE CLOSURE)

AUGUST 30 – THE BOYS ARE BACK IN TOWN (HOUGHTON AVENUE CLOSURE)

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter

No – None


Absent – Thompson


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Schaiberger reported that the water pressure problem at the hospital was an internal problem and it has been fixed.  He also gave an update on the affiliation.  He stated that all the paperwork for the 501C3 status has been filed and the Hospital Board is just waiting for approval.  He noted that the Hospital would be a 501C3 before they become affiliated.

Council Member Ervans stated he was very pleased with the walk ability audit with Dan Burden.  He noted that Mr. Burden had a lot of good ideas and encouraged Council to support the DDA in their endeavors.

Council Member Lucas reported the construction on the EMS building has slowed down due to the weather but that should be changing shortly.  He noted that the target completion day is in May.

Council Member Lawrence was pleased to report that a new business had opened on W. Houghton Ave., Geneva’s.

Mayor Pro-Tem Ehinger voiced concern over the potholes on our streets.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY LAWRENCE, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $27,672.82.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter

No – None


Absent – Thompson


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the design contract for airfield lighting at the West Branch Community Airport.  Manager Youatt noted that the City’s cost would be approximately $325.  Discussion was held on the size of the airport.

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION #13-05


WHEREAS, the West Branch City Council has reviewed the contract for professional engineering service on the final design for the airfield lighting rehabilitation project,


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council hereby approved URS Project #12942909, and


FURTHER, BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council authorizes Mayor Todd Thompson to sign the Contract For Professional Engineering Service for URS Project #12942909.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter

No – None


Absent – Thompson


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Discussion was held on the Assessor’s contract and when this service could go out for bid.

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO APPROVE THE ASSESSOR AGREEMENT WITH MVW AND ASSOCIATES, INC. AND AUTHORIZING MANAGER YOUATT TO SIGN SAID CONTRACT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter

No – None


Absent – Thompson


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Youatt informed Council that we did not receive any bids for uniforms.  He stated that Cintas resubmitted their original quote.

MOTION BY ERVANS, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO APPROVE THE CINTAS UNIFORM CONTRACT FOR THREE YEARS AND AUTHORIZING MANAGER YOUATT TO SIGN SAID CONTRACT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter

No – None


Absent – Thompson


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

County Commissioner Reetz reported on the airport, 911 program, jail, business expo, bill approval, MDOT projects, Alley Park, snowmobile trails, and the Soil Conservation meeting scheduled for March 25.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO ADJOURN AT 7:15 P.M.

