REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, MARCH 7, 2011

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Paul Frechette, Chad Lucas, Timothy Schaiberger, and Rusty Showalter

Absent:  None

Other officers present:  City Manager Tom Youatt, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, Attorney Michael Juarez, and County Commissioner Beverly Scott

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

Council reviewed the settlement agreement for Primary Care and Bay Regional Medical Center.  Manager Youatt explained the agreement.

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO APPROVE THE SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT ON THE 2010 TAX YEAR FOR PRIMARY CARE AND BAY REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER AND AUTHORIZING MAYOR THOMPSON TO SIGN SAID AGREEMENT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the water/sewer reduction request from Bortz Health Care, 445 S. Valley St.  Council noted that there was no reason given for the high usage and asked Manager Youatt to meet with Administrator, Patsy Hardaway.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY EHINGER, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO DENY THE WATER/SEWER REDUCTION REQUEST FROM NANCY CLARK-HUGHEY, 348 S. FOURTH ST.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SHOWATLER, TO DENY THE WATER/SEWER REDUCTION REQUEST FROM MARGE NOFFSINGER FOR 102 E. RIPLEY ST., 465 N. FIRST ST., AND 459 N. FIRST ST.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD FEBRUARY 21, 2011.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE DDA MEETING HELD JANUARY 25, 2011; PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING HELD FEBRUARY 8, 2011; EMS AUTHORITY MEETING HELD FEBRUARY 17, 2011; WWTP AUTHORITY MEETING HELD FEBRUARY 25, 2011; AND THE FEBRUARY POLICE REPORT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Discussion was held on the request for support of a resolution adopted by the Ogemaw County Commissioners pertaining to cardiac services.  Council Member Ervans voiced concern about this service and the fact that the West Branch Regional Medical Center does not have a heart surgeon on staff.  Council Member Frechette stated as the City’s representative on the Hospital Board he feels if the hospital qualifies it would be an asset.  Council Member Showalter stated that he feels the people should have the choice to have the procedure done in West Branch or somewhere out of town.  Commissioner Scott noted that the support is a request to the Michigan Department of Community Health to amend the current certificate of need rules and standards and to see if West Branch Regional Medical Center would meet the criteria.

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO AUTHORIZE THE MANAGER TO SEND A LETTER OF SUPPORT TO THE MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY HEALTH IN SUPPORT OF OGEMAW COUNTY’S RESOLUTION TO AMEND THE CURRENT CERTIFICATE OF NEED RULES AND STANDARDS TO ALLOW FACILITIES WITHOUT OPEN HEART SURGICAL SERVICES TO PERFORM ELECTIVE THERAPEUTIC CARDIAC CATHERIZATIONS (STENTS) WITH APPROPRIATE TRANSFER AGREEMENTS.

Yes – Ehinger, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter

No – Ervans, Thompson

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO APPROVE THE WATER/SEWR REDUCTION REQUEST FROM WEST BRANCH FURNITURE & MATTRESS OUTLET, 136 S. FIFTH ST. TO REFLECT A BILL FOR 4,000 GALLONS DUE TO THE FACT THAT THEY WERE UNAWARE OF A TOILET RUNNING AND THAT THIS PROBLEM HAS BEEN REMEDIED.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Paul Olson, Regional Risk Manager for Municipal Underwriters of Michigan, was present to review the City’s property and liability insurance for 2011/2012.  

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Frechette reported that the Hospital Board appointed Tim Schaiberger and Rusty Showalter as ad hoc members to the Board Development Committee.

Council Member Schaiberger reported that the Planning Commission is getting close to completing the Blight Ordinance.

Council Member Showalter reported that he would be attending a seminar in Lansing on March 21.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $51,007.69.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY ERVANS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE ADMISSION REQUEST FOR MAPLEWOOD MANOR FROM TRUDY THOMPSON.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE BANNER REQUEST FROM THE KIWANIS VARIETY SHOW COMMITTEE FOR NOVEMBER 1 – NOVEMBER 15, 2011.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO SET THE MARCH 14 BOARD OF REVIEW TO BEGIN AT 9:00 A.M. IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 N. FOURTH ST.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Shelley Watson was present concerning her peddlers and solicitors application.  Council voiced concern about the length of time Ms. Watson wanted to go door to door.  After a lengthy discussion Ms. Watson stated she would try getting business by hanging fliers and taking referrals.  No action was taken on the peddlers and solicitors application.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

County Commissioner Scott reported on the purchase of 2 new police cars, Building and Zoning Department, purchase of windows for the Sheriff’s Department, Sheriff’s work crew program, budget adjustments, travel trailer park opening in April, Deer Park opening Memorial weekend, and the Michigan Department of Community Health resolution to amend the current certificate of need rules and standards.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO APPROVE THE MUNICIPAL UNDERWRITERS OF MICHIGAN LIABILITY AND PROPERTY PREMIUM FOR 2011/2012 IN THE AMOUNT OF $44,568.00.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO ADJOURN AT 7:25 P.M.

