REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, MAY 16, 2011

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Chad Lucas, Timothy Schaiberger, and Rusty Showalter

Absent:  Council Member Paul Frechette

Other officers present:  City Manager Tom Youatt, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, Attorney Christine Juarez, and County Commissioner Beverly Scott

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD MAY 2, 2011.  

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Frechette


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Members Ervans and Showalter commented on how nice the new trees look in the downtown.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Showalter reported that the City of West Branch won the MML Community Excellence Award for Region 6.  He stated that the City entered the “Fabulous Fridays” project.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Commissioner Scott reported on the deer park, travel trailer park, wind energy, health department, budget and finance committee, and redistricting.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO APPROVE THE PAY REQUESTS FOR THE S. VALLEY ST. PROJECT (PROJECT #89741A) IN THE AMOUNT OF $84,690.58.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Frechette


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $388,556.60.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Frechette


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION #11-08


WHEREAS, the City of West Branch needs to develop a Wellhead Protection Plan, and


WHEREAS, the cost to do this was not included in the 2011/2012 budget, and


WHEREAS, grant funds may be available through the Michigan Department of Natural Resources and Environment Water Bureau – Drinking Water & Environmental Health Section to help offset the cost, and


WHEREAS, the West Branch City Council feels it is prudent to develop a plan to protect our new wells, and


WHEREAS, the cost of this project is expected to be about $40,000, 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council hereby allocates $40,000 of the carry over in the Water Fund to pay for the Wellhead Protection Plan, and


FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Clerk is hereby authorized to apply for the 2012 Wellhead Protection Grant.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Frechette


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION #11-09


WHEREAS, the West Branch City Council in §51.095 and §52.39 of the City of West Branch Code of Ordinances have determined that water/sewer charges constitute a lien on the property, and


WHEREAS, §92.17 of the Code of Ordinances states that the charges for mowing noxious weeds shall be a lien against the premises, 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council hereby acknowledges the following liens and authorizes the Clerk to place these charges on the 2011 tax roll:

Water/Sewer Charges

209 S. Fifth St.

$471.87
209 W. Houghton Ave.
$  71.50

114 McGregor Ct.

$170.41
158 N. Second St.

$160.71

164 N. Valley St.

$323.13

Mowing

Vacant Lots on Fairview
$185.00
271 N. Valley St.

$35.00

426 State St.


$230.00

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Frechette


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO ADOPT THE ORDINANCE #11-04 ENTITLED “AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND TITLE IX OF THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH CODE OF ORDINANCE TO CHANGE §94.20 WIDTH OF SIDEWALKS.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Frechette


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Ervans asked when the request for the downtown bike race would come back to Council.  Manager Youatt stated it would be on the June 6 agenda.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Deb Heisler stated that there are nine girls contending for the Miss Victorian West Branch title.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY EHINGER, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO ADJOURN AT 6:40 P.M.

