REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, MAY 17, 2010

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Paul Frechette, Chad Lucas, Timothy Schaiberger, and Rusty Showalter

Absent:  None

Other officers present:  City Manager Tom Youatt, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, and City Attorney Michael Juarez

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING PROCLAMATION:

PROCLAMATION #10-2


WHEREAS, each year Optimist clubs from around the world take time to recognize youth in the community who contribute to a better life for all, and


WHEREAS, the West Branch Optimist Club has a proud tradition of selecting the best and brightest young people of the West Branch area to receive this prestigious award, and


WHEREAS, Thursday, May 27, 2010, the West Branch Optimist Club will bestow a formal recognition of appreciation of the following listed youth:


Catalina Butler




Bronwyn Gilmore


Elizabeth Clark




Alex Oswald


Mallory Denstedt




Darby Richards


Alexis Downing




Raine Stephens


Zackery Gehl





Carly Wilber


Lyndsay Gemmill




Adam Zettel


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED, that May 27, 2010 is Optimist International Youth Appreciation Day in the City of West Branch and that day shall be dedicated to these fine youth who represent our community with pride and dignity, and


BE IT FURTHER PROCLAIMED, that the City Clerk is directed to install this record in the permanent record of the City of West Branch, so that future West Branch citizens may look back with pride at the names of the finest youngsters of 2010.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the quote from Crossroads Chevrolet, Reed City, for repair work on the bucket truck.  Manager Youatt stated that this is the closest company that can State certify this vehicle.

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE REPAIRS ON THE BUCKET TRUCK AT CROSSROADS CHEVROLET IN THE AMOUNT OF $4,582.08.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD MAY 3, 2010.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE RETAIL MERCHANTS MEETING HELD APRIL 13, 2010, EMS AUTHORITY MEETING HELD APRIL 22, 2010, PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING HELD APRIL 27, 2010, THE APRIL TREASURER’S REPORT AND THE APRIL POLICE REPORT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Mayor Thompson gave an overview of the letter from Julia Jacobs pertaining to the proposed layoff of a police officer in the 2010/2011 budget.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING PROCLAMATION:

CITY OF WEST BRANCH

PROCLAMATION #10-01


WHEREAS, Richard Dack was a very dedicated employee of the City of West Branch, and


WHEREAS, Richard faithfully worked for the City of West Branch beginning as a laborer at the Department of Public Works on June 15, 1981, and


WHEREAS, in 1996 he was promoted to DPW Superintendent and served with much zeal and dedication, and


WHEREAS, Richard brought value to the City of West Branch with his dedicated work habits, knowledge and ability to supervise at the Department of Public Works, and


WHEREAS, Richard was knowledgeable and licensed to work with the water wells, and


WHEREAS, the West Branch City Council hereby recognizes Richard for faithfully working twenty-eight years for the City of West Branch,


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council hereby heartily thanks Richard Dack for his twenty-eight years of dedicated and hard working service to the City of West Branch first in his capacity as laborer for the Department of Public Works and later for his supervisor roll at the Department of Public Works.

Thank you, Richard, for a job well done!

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No - None

Motion carried

Mayor Thompson presented Richard Dack with a copy of the proclamation.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Schaiberger stated that he would like people to know that the riverwalk has nothing to do with the proposed lay off.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE APRIL FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $275,192.81.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION #10-07


WHEREAS, the West Branch City Council in §51.095 and §52.39 of the City of West Branch Code of Ordinances have determined that water/sewer charges constitute a lien on the property, and


WHEREAS, §92.17 of the Code of Ordinances states that the charges for mowing noxious weeds shall be a lien against the premises, 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council hereby acknowledges the following liens and authorizes the Clerk to place these charges on the 2010 tax roll:

Water/Sewer Charges

442 Court St.


$  50.49
230 N. First St.

$   214.77


234 N. First St.

$  70.38
240 N. First St.

$   621.85

469 N. First St.

$200.82
511 E. Houghton Ave.
$1,088.68

221 S. Second St.

$132.77
347 N. Third St.

$   491.93

271 N. Valley St.

$444.27

Mowing

300 S. Fourth St.

$150.00
Vacant Lot on Fairview
$270.00

426 State St.


$  87.50

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION 10-08


WHEREAS, during the monthly review staff compares the year to date actual with the budgeted amount; and

WHEREAS, during this review it was determined that Funds 248 – DDA and 572 – Plant Replacement; and

WHEREAS, the budget adjustment in Fund 248 is due to the contract with Spicer Group for assistance in developing a DDA/TIFA plan; and


WHEREAS, the budget adjustment in Fund 572 is due to contractual services to make water/sewer accounts accessible on the Website,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council hereby amends the budget in Funds 248 and 572 as follows:








Budget

Amended

248 - DDA


Carry Over




11,537


65,337

REVENUE:

699.403 Trans from DDA Perpetual Care

  1,000


  61,000


TOTAL REVENUE



22,000


  82,000

EXPENDITURES:

938.700 General Improvements


  1,500


10,000


TOTAL EXPENDITURES


22,000


28,200

572 – Plant Replacement Fund 


Carry Over




408,483
           465,250

EXPENDITURES



801.700 Contractual Services


           0

      233


TOTAL EXPENDITURES


       100

      333

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION #10-09


WHEREAS, a bond payment is due to be paid out of the Water Debt Fund, and


WHEREAS, it is determined that funds are not available in the Water Debt Fund due to the timing of the increase and the debt payment, and


WHEREAS, it was the intention to subsidize the first couple bond payments with money from the Water Replacement Fund, and


WHEREAS, the transfer from the Water Replacement Fund to the Water Debt Fund was overlooked when the budget was established for the Water Debt Fund;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council hereby adopts the following budget amendment:

Fund 319 – Water Debt Fund


Carry Over
Amended


0
24,822

Revenue
Budgeted
Amended

698.400 Transfer from Water Replacement
0
50,000
   Total Revenue
50,000
100,000

Expenditures

994.700 Bond
18,000
35,000

995.700 Interest Due on Bonds
31,900
40,078

    Total Expenditures
50,000
75,178

Fund 592 – Water Replacement Fund



542,303
547,303

Expenditures

801.700 Contractual Services
55,000
0

971.700 Transfer to Water Debt
0
50,000

    Total Expenditures
55,000
50,000

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO APPROVE THE BILACIC TRUCKING CHANGE ORDER #4 FOR AN INCREASE OF $592.52 AND TO APPROVE THE BILL IN THE AMOUNT OF $19,502.46.

Yes – Ehinger, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – Ervans

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO APPROVE THE ED BIRKMEIER WELL DRILLING CHANGE ORDER #3 FOR A DECREASE OF $180.00 AND TO APPROVE THE BILL IN THE AMOUNT OF $26,591.22.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO APPROVE THE PORATH CONTRACTORS CHANGE ORDER #3 FOR AN INCREASE OF $247.42 AND TO APPROVE THE BILL IN THE AMOUNT OF $110,671.89.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Jim Howard, 228 S. Seventh St., stated that although the City is having tough times financially they should move forward with the riverwalk project if the grant is approved.

Mayor Thompson stated he felt that the police department was the only place that was looked at to reduce the expected deficit.  He stated that he feels a reduction over all the departments should have been implemented.  He also stated that he feels reductions in health insurance and an increase in health insurance buy out should have been explored further.  Council Member Lucas noted that there aren’t any employees outside of the police department that are getting a wage increase and last year the employees took a cut in their health insurance.  Council Member Ervans stated he agreed with Mayor Thompson and he thinks that the riverwalk funding could have everything to do with this proposed lay off.  

Council Member Schaiberger stated that he agreed with the letter that Cory Converse, 210 N. Burgess St., sent in stating that decreases in property values for our area have not hit a low and that next year will be just as difficult if not more than this year.

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION #10-10


WHEREAS, the City Charter of the City of West Branch states that “the Council shall, by resolution, adopt the budget for the next fiscal year and shall, in such resolution, appropriate the money required for such budget and provide for a levy of the amount necessary to be raised by taxes upon real and personal property for municipal purposes.”


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the budget for the City fiscal year beginning July 1, 2010 as recommended by the City Manager and as adopted by the City Council, as described in the summary as follows:







REVENUES

EXPENDITURES

GENERAL FUND



   1,509,000

        1,509,000

be and the same is hereby adopted, and the amount therein provided as recommended; appropriations are hereby appropriated according to the departmental total, and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that in order to carry out the provisions of the above described budget, the current tax rate shall be applied to the completed assessment roll taxable valuation of sixty-five million seven hundred ninety-nine thousand three hundred seventy-one dollars ($65,799,371) as required by Michigan Constitution.

TOTAL CITY TAX LEVY FOR GENERAL FUND PURPOSES

July 1, 2010 11.89 per $1,000.00 of Taxable Value for General Operating, and tax levy of 2.9105 per $1,000.00 for Refuse Collection

CITY TAX LEVY FOR STREET IMPROVEMENT DEBT

July 1, 2010 1.48 per $1,000.00 of Taxable Value

CITY TAX LEVY FOR SENIOR CITIZEN CENTER

July 1, 2010 .39 per $1,000.00 of Taxable Value

CITY TAX LEVY FOR THE DDA DISTRICT ONLY

July 1, 2010 1.542 per $1,000.00 of Taxable Value levied on the property in the DDA District

and, 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, to adopt the following budgets:

INDEPENDENT REVENUE FUNDS

Cemetery Perpetual Care Fund





$  23,000

Major Street








$  95,000
Local Street








$  42,000

Economic Advancement Fund





$  30,000

Cemetery








$  31,500

DDA Operating Fund






$  18,000

Industrial Park Fund






$  42,000

Housing Resource Fund






$  41,000

Senior Center Operating






$  30,000

Progress Building Fund






$    2,000

Street Debt Fund







$  98,500

Senior Center Debt Fund






$  43,000

Plant Replacement Fund






$  16,000

Sewer Fund








$824,000

Water Fund








$  76,500

Water Replacement Fund






$  22,000

Sewer Collection







$  68,000

Motor Vehicle Fund







$150,000

and,


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Manager is allowed to exceed any line item or department summation within any specific department or fund including both revenues and expenditures providing that the total end of the year expenditures for any fund does not exceed the original appropriation.  A council resolution is required to appropriate additional amounts to any expenditure fund total, however, no resolution is required to exceed any revenue fund total, and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the amounts listed in the budget document for each line item department and fund under “Amended” are formal budget adjustments to the 2009-10 FY budget of the City of West Branch.

Yes – Ehinger, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter

No – Ervans, Frechette, Thompson

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the bids for the seal coating and striping of the Page Street Senior Center parking lot.  The bids were as follows:

DeMatio Seal Coating
$1,816.00

Northern Seal Coating
$1,941.40

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO ACCEPT THE SEAL COATING AND STRIPING BID ON THE PAGE STREET SENIOR CENTER PARKING LOT FROM DEMATIO SEAL COATING AT A NOT TO EXCEED COST OF $1,816.00.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Jim Howard noted that the defibrillator at the Senior Center was not working.  He also noted that West Branch has a spot in the 2010 AAA Tour book.  He thought maybe the Chamber of Commerce Director could check to see if West Branch could get in there more often. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO ADJOURN AT 7:52 P.M.

